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Psychedelic 




onto Vaca 



c* 


By Rickard Rico Editor ft Publisher 


T lake the liberating Roaring *20s 
the debilitating Depression 
'30s. the devastating war-torn 
40is and the rejuvenating fab 50s 
Put them in a box and turn up the 
volume. 

Hello. Saigon-splitting, scion-assas¬ 
sinating. space-walking, sociopathic. 
scintillating, hirsute '60s. 

And for good measure, throw in a 
little sex. drugs and rock n' roll. 

More ' Flower power, tree love. 

"Scarbor¬ 
ough Fair. 
Lava lamps 

4 211 d Nehru 

jackets. 




Nehru jack- 
I ets. 

It was the 

____decade of 

our levitation: Even without chemi¬ 
cal assistance we went through life 
suspended in space. John Glenn went 
into orbit Neil Armstrong stepped 
on the ruddy face of the moon and 
^ aeaville politics went ballistic. 

We all felt the one big hole in our 
collective gut after President John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy was shot in his 
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Deposito. We hung on serai 


news, on con 


Dries. on 


reports of more than one shot from a 
grassy knoll. We were ca 


ught in the 
same nightmare, then sunk into the 
same, deep blue funk over a weekei 
of mourning. We had to turn a wav 

-flr 

from the relentless television cover¬ 
age when the commentators voice 
broke as the flag-draped coffin was 
earned down the Capitol steps. 

*Oie unreality seemed to have no 
end. Soon after we w atched in disbe 

lief as Jack Rubv jumped in - 

* W Jbi 

front of the camera and A 
shot alleged assassin Lee ^ 

H an ey Oswal d at poin t- 
•See %0s. 
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The building at the comer of Main and 

shewn is 19G0, was 




vacavine 


in 


carl/ 1970s. 


The 


groovy, 

octal upheaval, a war in a for¬ 
eign land a hail* world away 
and rock a 'roll, all a pa rt or' a 
wild, wild decade. 

The 19006 brought with it the com¬ 
ing of Leisure Town, more water for 
area crops and the death of prominent 
Vacant The city struggled over rede- 

issues and put up a new' 
Citv Hall The Sierra Children > Home 


sensational ' 60 s 


lo 


opened its doors and hearts to 
orphaned and abandoned children. 
And a local boy went to "the show. 1 
It was a decade of a sometimes jar 


iing awakening. 


In the latest installment of "Vaca¬ 
ville The Past 100 Years. " The Reporter 
looks at the 19606. .Assemble this and 
other chapters in this extensive collec¬ 
tor. devoted u. Vacaville hist, r- 


Vietnam & Travis 

\3v3 r < foti':yet a outre' 

war. Pages4& 5 



Vfeter from Lake Semessa heto 
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i crops sow / Page 12 



Retirement 

basie Town is twit and ho me o w nes 
be^n moving in. / Page 19 
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These and other sa 

- Aerodyamic halogen headlamps with 
Daytime Running lights and anio on/off 
Protective body side ((adding 
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or not, because we know how important safety is 
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one of the safest cars on the road. 


- Driver and front passenger air hag 
Supplemental Restraint System (SRS) 2 
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is, seamen, low-fuel level, door-ajar, 
re pressure, low washer fluid, battery, 
sure, and check engine warning lights 
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VALUES 

Peofde - Our people are the source for our strength. They 
provide our corporate intelligence and determine our reputation 


Products Our products are the end result of our ellort and 
they should he the best Jn serving our < nslomers. As our prod 
lids are viewed, so are we viewed. 


Profits Profits are the ultimate measure of how efficiently 
we provide our customers with the best products foi llieli needs 
Profits are required to survive and grow. 
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related services In the Western Ignited States. 

Guiding Principles 

/ annes Pirst - To act 
< ostomer satisfaction, the quality 
ol om products and services 
must he our number 
one priority. 


. ' 




Customers are the 
focus of act ythinf* we do - 
Out work must be done with our 
ctisiotiiei, m mind, providing bet lei 

serviees than our competition 
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Greater wealth, passionate protests 


Decades extremes 
made ' 60 s an icon 



By Sean G illeaple/Siaff Writer 

T he 1960s weren't a 
decade bul ft state¬ 
ment: 

Ike and Joseph 

McCarthy were out; Ike Turner 
and Eugene McCarthy were in 
President Eisenhower and the 
Wisconsin senator were symbols 
of a period of stability and con¬ 
servatism that restrained post- 
World War II American culture 
in the 1950s But in the '60s, 
youth-led social 
change swept at 
a twister's pace 
across the coun¬ 
try, carving a 
path for brash 
entertainers and the unpolished 

politician. 

In the ’60s. the status quo 
^umply would not do. 

Across the board, standards 
were changed Boundaries were 
stretched or broken — even in 
Vacaville. 

Local residents on the whole 
realized during the decade of 
mind and space travel that they 
and their fellow Americans no 
longer had to focus their wor¬ 
ries on saving every penny to 
make ends meet. 

Instead, there was money left 
over at the end of the month 
after bills. It could 
be spent toward a 
car (or two), or a 
color television or 
an array techno¬ 
logical advances 

that made life just 
a little bit easier. 

By the end of 
1968, more than 78 
percent of Solano 
County families 
reported dispos¬ 
able incomes 
exceeding $5,000 
after taxes. 

A study by the 
Federal Bank of 
Chicago, cited in 
The Reporter in 
1969, reported that 
family budgets 
nationwide were 
twice what they had been in 
1954, Forty percent of the 
increase was deemed i: nation, 
r* t the remaining 60 percent 
^ as attributed to a much higher 
standard ofliving. 

And as living standards 
soared, so did expectations in 
every' comer of society. 

Machines in space soon were 
followed by men in space. Even¬ 
tually the world witnessed the 
improbable moon walR- 
On Earth, young people 
sought to test the limits of their 
personal chemistry, ingesting 
various stimulants and hallu¬ 
cinogens that many people had 
never heard of. Where alcohol 
had been the common high of 

choice, LSD and marijuana 

were making inroads, according 
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This advertisement pro 
moted haw easy ft was 
to get a cash advance 
with a BankAmericard. 


to The Reporter, 

In the classroom, the chal¬ 
lenges were philosophical. 

Some students fought against 
perceived curricular inequali¬ 
ties. Others bucked aftluence 
and held the establishment 
responsible for not doing more 
to distribute wealth to those 
who lacked it. 

1 We re in the Sick Sixties 
Syndrome," surmised Dr, Max 
Rafferty, the state superinten¬ 
dent of public instruction, in a 
January 1967 address to Jaycees 
at the Yolo County Fairgrounds 
about a relaxing of moral stan 
dards throughout the country' 
"We are a sick society. We 
are bored ,.. bored stiff. With 
all the sex stimulants we have, 
we should be raked up all the 
time. The faster jets fly, the 
faster people go crazy. The more 
LSD we have to ward off bore¬ 
dom the more bored we get It 

all boils down to apathy " 

* * * 

The ’60s began rather mildly. 
Youth alienation — a standard 
issue of contention throughout 
the ages — was prominent in 
local discussions, as were edu¬ 
cation and taxes. 

The Rev. Lawrence A. Ryan 
of St Mary ’s Catholic Church 
said in January' 1960 that adults’ 

talking about 
youth’s "going to 
the dogs" was 
nothing new. He 
referred to a 1909 
article bemoaning 
young peoples’ 
lack of respect for 
their parents. 
‘‘People are the 
same in every age 
... and the youth 
of today will 
doubtless grow' up 
to worry about the 
next generation." 
Likewise, a 

Reporter editorial 
in February 1960 
warned readers 
about political 
rhetoric attempt¬ 
ing to plant seeds 
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of doubt about the establish¬ 
ment. 

"Despite the fact that we’re 
being overtaxed by the govern¬ 
ment and that the price we pay 
for everything has skyrocketed 
in the past 10 years, most of us 
are still much better off than we 
were at the start of 1950.... The 
great increase in savings of all 
kinds indicates that thrift is 
becoming a major factor in the 
American way of life.... But 
despite all of the campaign ora¬ 
tory you have heard thus far or 
will hear in the months ahead, 
we must all agree that we’re 
rolling along at a comfortable 

pace.” 

* * * 

Affluence was the term used 
most often to described the 


country’s thriving 
economy. 

Abundance of 
wealth and riches 
never before had 
reached so far The 
average Joe couldn’t 
be satisfied with a 
washer and dryer. He 
now needed a second 
car, a console stereo 
and new clothes for 
every occasion. 

The push for the 
material was moving so 
fast that even teenagers 
saw a boom in charge 
accounts. Some plans 
permitted as much as 
$100 in credit for kids as 
young as 12. In 1960, plans 
were offered by 63 percent 
of 217 department stores 
surveyed in Seventeen 
magazine — more than 
double the percentage for 
1959. By November 1969, 
teens were found to be 
spending $16.4 million a 
year at stores across Solano 

County. i 

A Reporter editorial in 
August 1960 admonished its 
readers to be wary of the credit 
trend. 

"Obviously the credit plans 
have their defenders in the 
business world They are sup¬ 
posed to teach the youngsters 
how to live in our new credit 
economy. But others view' the 
trend with great alarm. One 
New York banker told a Con 
gressional subcommittee it is 
‘something like teaching the 
young to use narcotics. 1 Some¬ 
thing tells us a good many par¬ 
ents will rally their forces to nip 
in the bud this youth movement 
in the credit buying field, if only 
out of self preservation." 
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Vacwfle Museum 

Main Street in Vacaville was a quiet 
place in 1962, belying the turmoil 
simmering under the surface. 
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Young people of the 1960s 
exercised much more than their 
buying power. They also discov¬ 
ered their considerable politi¬ 
cal power. 

Discontent and willing to 
{gee Wealth and Protests, Page 8) 






ng Mustang since Mustang 

EWIS FORD SALES 

5^ UYI mv momit too. 


The 1960s brought greater afflu¬ 
ence to Americans. The extra 
income allowed local residents 
to purchase their own home, 
even one with a second bath¬ 
room and family room as adver¬ 
tised Mov. 11, I960 (above left). 
Families began buying second 
cars, such as the Mustang in 
this March 7,1968, ad (above). 
But young people turned 
against the established order, 
wearing clothing that was 
lampooned in this May 2, 
1968. editorial cartoon (left). 
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Statistics and stories tell of increasing drug use in Solano 


Bv Sean Gillespie/StafT Writer 

A s "getting high" became a 
national trend in the '60s, 
Vacaville and other Solano 
County communities tried to 
keep their youth a little more grounded 
by fighting what they saw as a most 
imposing threat by the end of the 

decade. 

Drug arrests across the state sky- 
, ocketed in 1967 for both adults and 
juveniles, setting a new record for the 
hi years the statistics had been 
_ dCke d Statewide, 47.032 adults were 
arrested as well as nearly 14,760 juve- 
nik s a 175 percent increase from the 

previous year. 

The highest number of arrests were 
related to marijuana, for which juve 
nile arrests jumped from 4,034 in 1966 
to 10.967 in 1967. 

That's when Vacaville responded to 


the trend. 

The Reporter published a brief arti¬ 
cle about four Vacaville poiice officers 
who planned to lake a nine-hour course 
taught by a state narcotics investigator 
on identification, relevant court deci¬ 
sions and information about the sale 

and possession of drugs. 

A wire story in the same edition 
reported that drug arrests state wide- 

had reached new highs. 

In the April 3,1967, edition of The 
Reporter, Vacaville police Capt Bill 
McCord said he was "fairly certain 
incidents of marijuana use here were 
unfounded rumors. However, officials 
in neighboring communities said mari¬ 
juana use was on the rise because "the 
stuff is pretty easy to gel in San Fran 

cisco." ,. . . 

Such dismissals of an epidemic drew 

the ire of the local newspaper later that 
month. 


B'The inroads being made among our 
teenage population in the use of L^iD 
and marijuana is becoming appalling, 
yet there seems to be complacency in 
high federal and state circles to realize 
just what is going on. The attitude 
seems to be Forget it. everything will 

be all right’ 

“Responsible officials should msti 
lute a concerted effort to crack down on 
(he source of both l.-^l ’ and nun ijuano 
and in no uncertain terms ileal harshly 
with tin' e found guilty of this traffic, 
whether they be teenagers or adults. 

A narcotics expert - talking about the 
rise in youth drug use at a community 
meeting in February 1968 --criticized 
national magazines for glorifying the 
effects of drugs and recommended inven 
tones of family medicine cabinets. 

Alcohol causes more problems than 
anyolher drugs combined, he said. But 
he discussed everything from sniffing 


uhie to drinking canned heat 
antifreeze to "marijuana, heroin, pot 
wood, LSD and alcohol" to smoking 
banana peels and hydrangeas. 

A few days before the narcotics 
expert spoke, a University ot Califor¬ 
nia, Davis, law professor addressed the 
Vacaville Rotary Club, calling nar 
colics n "social and moral problem. 

He setd police were spending too much 
time cracking down on drug users 

"We're wasting police officers on 
something dial should not be treated as 
;i ( rime bul as a social problem to be 
dealt with in the church, schools and in 
the home," Prof. Frank Baldwin said. 

Coincidentally or not many crime 
figures in Vacaville rose from 1967 to 
1968 Robberies, burglaries, rapes, mur¬ 
ders and assaults and batteries jumped 
to a total of 125 incidents, up 48.3 per¬ 
cent from 1967. Felony narcotics arrests 
rose from six to 23, while misdemeanor 


drug arrests increased from 7 to 15. 

And as drug use escalated in Vaca¬ 
ville, the fallout became more promi 
nent on the pages of The Reporter. 

Readers consumed tales such as one 
that related how two Vacaville High 
School students were taken to the hos¬ 
pital, violently ill from taking over-the- 
counter Aslhmador for a drug' trip." 

Two other young Vacaville men 
were arrested for drug possession and 
sales when nine local police officers 
raided their Steiger Hill Road home 
around 2 a m. After several weeks of 
observation, the officers moved in and 
seized mescaline, LSD and metham 
phetamine. 

In August 1969, a head Urn Hared, 
“Nan: Squad Is Bom" after Solano County 
mayors, supe r, i >rs and police chu D « vti 
sented to a countywide narcotics enforce¬ 
ment team modeled after one already 
ixLihlidled in Mann County 
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Air Force adjusts 

local operations 
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S ow Countj 1 ' s oldest Air F orre insull^tioo — known 
as Fairfield .Air Force Station — will be dissolved 
effective July 1, it was announced this morning from 
Washington. DC. 

The old supply W a ti o n . established before Travis .4TB 
god maintaining its identity while a sprawlin g Air Force 

— Iig^ grew around iv will beocBie a part of Travis, it was 

__ 

Aside from the historical significance, it will mean the 
inc* of jobs and 11 civilian employees and the re-assignment 
i/g? military personnel, all attached to the 3083rd Aviation 
Depot Group, which will be "folded." 

Air Force headquarters in Washington assured the chil- 
iw workers, however, that they will receive assistance in 
relocating fas the US. CmJ Service Commission and the 
Air Force 

The 3083rd has been under the Air Force Logistics Com- 
—iH a unit of separate identity than the Military Air Trans¬ 
port Service Another logistics unit at FAFS—the 309ah 
Arirism Depot Squadron — will remain but will become a 
part of MATS. 

The 3DS6th has 136 .Air Force personnel and three civilians. 
Fairfield Air Force Station was established on a site adja¬ 
cent to what is now known as Travis AFB in about 1940 It 
was&e first Air Force installation in the Up-County area. 

The Reporter 
May 10.1962 

Travis pilot escapes 
as fighter jet crashes 

A Travis AFB pilot who resides in Vacaville climbed 
out of his jet fighter plane uninjured Monday after 
he was forced to crash land on a lumber company 
I airstrip near Ft Bragg. 

The pilot Maj Lemuel Krisle of 216 Plum Street brought 
his F1Q2 Delta Dagger fighter-interceptor plane down on the 
airstrip. 2700 feet long, at the Union Lumber Company in 
Mendocino Count)'. 

The old army auxiliary airstrip was some 2300 feet short 
of die usual 5000 feet needed to land such a plane as the 
Delta Dagger. 

A power failure made the plane's braking chute inopera¬ 
tive as a means of slowing the plane 's speed, it was reported. 
The jet hit a low hill at the end of the landing strip, knocking 
off the planes landing gear, forcing it into a skid and causing 
the plane to burst into flames Maj. Krisle jumped clear of 
the jet fighter after it had come to a halt 

Residents notified the shoiffs office, where a message was 
relayed to Hamilton AFB officials who quickly rushed a fire 
finking crew to put out the fire. The plane was a total loss. 

A Hiwnltwi based SA-16 helicopter used for air rescue oper¬ 
ations took Maj Krisle to the Travis.AFB hospital for a checkup. 

Maj. Krisle was recently transferred to Travis where he is a 
digit commander with the 82 Fighter Interceptor Squadron. 

The Reporter 
Not. 21,1962 

Census in 1967 shows 
population of 19,557 

T he average Vacaville resident ls 26-years-old. has 
a family income of between $5000 and ST500 is 
connected with the military, and spends most of 
his money locally 

While that description may not fit you. it does take into 
account every resident here, at least every resident here 
on Sept 1 of last year. 

The State Department of Finance has released its Select¬ 
ed Demographic and Housing Data report on Vacaville com¬ 
piled on the basis of information obtained last year when it 
conducted an intensive door-to-door census here 

Its purpose was to establish, correctly. Vacaville’s pop¬ 
ulation And that was 19,567 persons, a 77 per cent 
increase since 1960. 

Local population has grown from 1608 to 1940 to 31© in 
1960. and to 10,898 in 1960 

And our 19,567 residents live in 5433 households, 
including the rather large accommodation provided here 
by the state Department of Corrections. California Med¬ 
ical Facility'. That ’household" accounts for about 2000 of 
our citizens And while they add little to the local retail 
sales volume, they do each provide about $1325 for city 
coffers each year, through state subventions 

By Ken Brown. The Re porter 

Sept. 16,1968 


/tfier graduating from Vaca High John and Rost ’s 
daughter , Janet started working full time at the flower 
shop learning, bookkeeping, sales and designing from 
their mother who had many years experience. 
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Maj. Gen. J.A. Cunningham greets an airlift crew in July 1967 during a stopover at Travis on their 1,000th mission to Vietnam 


Candy to caskets, 
base handles it all 


By Sally Miller Wyatt 

Special to The Reporter 

M ilitary personnel at 

Travis .Air Force 
Base near Fairfield 
were busy in 1962 
preparing for Operation 
Candy." an effort to deliver ton_- 
of donated sweets to children in 
Vietnam. 

Seven short years later, per¬ 
sonnel were performing much 
more than philanthropic mis¬ 
sions within Southeast . Vsia_ 
Travis Air Force Base had 
become the nation's busiest mili¬ 
tary airport as thousands of per¬ 
sonnel and tons of military 
equipment and supplies were 
channeled through it each week 
on the way to Southeast .Asia, 
according to “A History of Travis 
Air Force Base —1913-1996” by 
Gary Leber 

Virtually every aspect of life 
on base was affected by the war, 
Leiser wrote. Daily < 141 chan¬ 
nel airlift service began between 
Travis and Tan Son Shut .Air¬ 
port in Saigon on Aug. 3,1965. 
The 7300-mile trip took 18 hours 
and 15 minutes 

It wasn't quick enough by 
December 1965. when Secretary 
of Defense Robert McNamara 
ordered a daily Travis-Saigon 
mission devoted to super-priori¬ 
ty cargo Dubbed the “Red Ball 


Express." more than 22 Red Ball 
flights were made between Dec 
8 and 31. 

Air crews from the 60th Mili¬ 
tary Airlift Wing also participat¬ 
ed in several major troop 
deployments between December 
19© and August 1968. including 
Operation Bluelight which 
began on Dec 23. During this 
operation. 2352 troops and 4,479 
tons of equipment were 
deployed to Pieiku in central 
Vietnam, and the 60th flew the 
vast majority of airlift missions. 

The 60th also took par in 
Operation Eagle Thrust which 
deployed 10.024 paratroops and 
5357 tons of support equipment 
in November and December 1967. 

The war had a more sobering 
effect on Travis, Leber noted 
The base became the main West 
Coast terminus for aeromedical 
evacuation flights from South- 
east Asia and (he principal 
receiving station 



This aerial photo shows Travis in 1969, when thousands of 
soldiers and tons of equipment passed through the base. 


i 


fatalities. In July 1966. Travis 
received 682 injured personnel; 
in February 1966 the number of 
injured received at Travis had 
mushroomed to 9299. a result of 
the Viet Cong s Tet offensive in 
South Vietnam, Leiser wrote 
“In one 24-hour period, 
between 9 February and 10 Feb 
mary, MAC aircraft transported 
more than 600IRHF. injured as 
the result of hostile find patients 


from Vietnam. Hus Herculean 
task required 159 C-142 flights, 
including 82 unscheduled last- 
minute missions.” Leber wrote. 

Travis was. until 1970. the 
Army's sole receiving station for 
war dead on the West Coast and 
many fatalities were received 
here. According to Travis Mortu¬ 
ary Affairs Office records, 10323 
military caskets from Southeast 
Asia passed through the base in 
1968 alone. Array casualties made 
up 73 percent of that number 

As file war w ound down m 
tiie mid 1970s. the base and it> 
personnel took on a changing 
role. Several squadrons assisted 
with the withdrawal from Viet¬ 
nam and with the evacuation of 
Vietnamese refugees to the Unit¬ 
ed States 

One crew from the 65th 
Aeromedical FA acuation 
Squadron also took pari in Oper¬ 
ation Homecoming "the emo¬ 
tional return ot American pris¬ 


oner? of war from Hanoi 
between February and April 
1973. Leiser wrote. 

“The fist three C-141s in Oper¬ 
ation Homecoming touched 
down at Gia l>am Airport in 
Hanoi on 12 February 1973 
Within two hours, they departed 
North Vietnam with the first 116 
prisoners of war .After stopping 
a‘ Clark the C-141> proceeded 
across J !ie Pacific tow ard home 
A crew from the 7th Military .Air- 

m 

lift Squadron of the 6Cth Military 
Airlift Wing brought the first 20 
returnees to Travis At 4:30 p m. 
on Wednesday 14 February. 
Valentine's Day. 1973, they land¬ 
ed at the base. As the first man. 

N avy Chaplain Jeremiah H. Den¬ 
ton ,'irode down the ramp, he 
was j reeled t > a spontaneous 
round of cheers and applause 
from a crowd of more than 400 
family members, friends and off- 
duty base tiersonnel." 


1960s 


Color, conditioners and haiigxxfc were growth 
areas for salom and Helen Curtis. The CokxMasDev heat and light 
machine accelerated tinting and bleaching time. Care, a sifl® 
ing, smoothing coodfooner and Sore 3 ^ * Ov. \ 

ody established a new salon servtc 
..jinan hair > eve> and Nature Blend 
another new salon category: Helene Curtis 
Couture-Coiffure program promoted the 
relationship between hair and lash ion We 
introduced a young English sly list, ftiul 
Mitchell, to cosmrtotgist <\itha nationwide 
beauty show tour, educational 
book and film 
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• Banners ;rtJ>.x ■ > 5c .-Vv^es-v ne* 

• Mm-aret Furlor.c CollecttHts 

• Man Engelbmt Garden Decorat 

It doesn’t take 
courage to btifltt' \ 
where to go and find j 
that perfect gift. 

Just follow the 


* * * 


Yellow Brick Road 

) 13 Parker Street 
VavavilU- • 44&H278 
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‘Black Ihup,,!^ t(|(i ( 

^ thmatan* irn> hif« 0f (l N " v ‘' .., 

< t ,th iuito Jo.itfi^hlp. "' v ‘•nil tht> 

§• W C °"“ T ~* "M**™ 

1966 

0 Tht 1 Vacaville Art Gailnry 0fX . ()i 
gCalState Arrllne begins fP ,, u . ., ^ 
.■omniomai W>v,c» to m„ N * ^£*5S£? d 


Am ® (1 ’ l *n Hom<> hiodh np»!h*» 

lhn nr#t n**im.i.i.ni truffle light in Vacaville 
* U ' 1 11 1111 tiuri of I a,I Mofttt 

viata Avenue end McClellnr. Street, 

® Project Head Start comes to Vacaville. 

I adan School opon^, 

A M’cond citv Pro station opona. 


S If it i\t // | *> r .t i*i\V *' OM I •* ‘A MonN 'Jr.U J 

Avonuo offcnH. 

■ Vacavilfo lobbies for LBgOOn Vaiioy to be the 

lor..'jtir>n <4 till Vy junior f rjltrjj'i; ifi Solano 
County, V'it .ivilln kn>‘ - '' out to Sumuri V.illo/. 


1968 


1967 


■ A new city-owned ambulance service is 

started 


■ Black Panther leader Huey Newton is sen¬ 
tenced to two to .15 years for voluntary 
manslaij^hier m ihe slaying of o r^slif < j officer 
and becomes an inmate at Vacaville’s 
California Medical Facility. 


"Y 


outJ£ men face a 50-50 l . c i 

LiHln cc of military service. Personal and bustness plans should be lined up accordingly. 

Roger Babson, nationally syndicated columnist, 

The Reporter, Aug. 2, 1965 


M 





Reporter file photo 

The family of Army soldier Samuel Papin Jr. of Vacaville received a memorial certificate after he died in Vietnam in the 1960s. 

The Vietnam War Years 

Surviving as nation fights ab road, with itself 


By Sally Miller Wyatt 

Special to The Reporter 

W hatever the nation 

was enduring as it 
struggled through the 
tumultuous Vietnam 
War years, it could not compare to 
what countless families in Vaca¬ 
ville and across the country were 
forced to endure. 

Vacaville sons and daughters 
fought in the war. died in the war 
and protested the war There 
would be courts-martial and 
mutinies, demonstrations, Medals 
of Honor and, finally, memorial 

P laques. 

_ No matter what their political 
stance, Vacans had difficulty ignor¬ 
ing the escalating co; tfl ict, especial¬ 
ly as the town sat in the shadow of 
Travis Air Force Base By the end of 

1 

the decade, Travis had become the 
nation’s busiest military airport. 

Although the Vietnam coni! ict 
bad been escalating for years, it took 
on crisis proportions in July 1965, 
when President Johnson promised 
more aid to the embattled South 
V letnamese government Shortly 
thereafter, Travis went on “semi¬ 
wartime” alert status and daily air¬ 
lifts between Travis and Tan Son 
Nhut Airport in Saigon began, 

: according to Gary Lesier’s “A History 
of Travis Air Force Base 1943-1906.’ 

The concern for what the futu re 
would bring was mirrored in an 
Aug. 2,1965, Reporter article writ¬ 
ten by nationally syndicated colum¬ 
nist Roger Babson and headlined 
,l The War in Viet Nam and its 
Effects on Youth." U.S. forces are 
actively fighting, Babson 
noted/’and 75,000 are there now." 
As for the future, Babson said 




meanwhile, back ai 


“The likelihood is they will 
be drafted... Readers 
beware: President Johnson 
doesn't want to settle short 
of complete independence 
and freedom for South Viet 
Nam. Young men face a 50- 
50 chance of military ser¬ 
vice. Personal and busi¬ 
ness plans should be lined 
up accordingly ” 

Less than a year later 
Vacaville 
lost her 
first son m 
the con- 
fi ict. Para¬ 
trooper 
Jack Gard¬ 
ner with the 
First Battal¬ 
ion, 503rd 

ft 

Airborne 
Infan try Reg¬ 
iment and 
son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack 
Gardner, was 
killed near 
Saigon in May 
1966 on his 
first mission into Vietnam. A month 
later, a plaque in his honor was placed 
in Andrews Park. He was posthumous¬ 
ly decorated with the Military Merit 
Medal and the Gallantry Cross with 
Palm in April 1967* 

Over the next several years, The 
Reporter would run numerous arti 
cles outlining Travis's increasing 
role in the military effort. An 
August 1966 pictorial, entitled the 
"Long, Patient Wait," illustrated 
the steps soldiers returning from a 
lour of duty had to follow as they 
waited for rides to their home des 
tinations. Two weeks later The 


burning issue 






Reporter 

noted that Travis pre¬ 
viously had moved 
about 1,000 personnel 
a month and that fig¬ 
ure had mushroomed 
to 16,129. 

Stories from 1966 
to 1969 frequently 
noted the names of area men and 
women who had enlisted or been 
drafted, completed their basic 
training, received their orders, 
were injured or killed or returned 
home safely. 

There also were editorials that 
focused on the protests and their 
impacts: “Freedom Abuse Notice¬ 
able" was the headline on one ft om 
SepL 8,1966. An editorial from Aug. 
26,1967, noted that “anti-war demon¬ 
strations border on treason.” 

Vacaville natives stationed over¬ 
seas wrote letters home, trying to 
explain what they were fighting for 


The 1960s were a turbulent time in 
this country. At the center of the 
conflict was the Vietnam War. 
Fighting communism was the topic 
of one editorial cartoon (far left) in 
the March 17,1966, Reporter, 
while President Johnson’s State of 
the Union address was the topic of 
another (left), this one published 
on Jan. 11,1968. 

“These protesters are unaware that 
the Communist Party has no future 
or feeling for people such as this 
little girl in the picture,” wrote Sgt. 
James Roddam of Vacaville in 
November 1965. 

Others commented on what 
should be done with draft card 
burners. '“1 hey should be pun¬ 
ished,” said Army Warrant Officer 
Emery Fisher of Vacaville in July 
1967. Joe Broun, a correspondent 
for a news service and brother to 
Reporter Editor Ken Brown, wrote 
about life in Saigon and the Com¬ 
munists’ apparent lack of concern 
for their own countrymen in a 
March 1966 article. 

Students and the faculty at 
Solano Junior College held an anti¬ 
war talk in February 1967, and anti¬ 
war protesters held police at bay 
on Poplar Road near Leisure Town 
during a rally in November 1967. 
Two soldiers from Vacaville were 
found guilty of mutiny in 1969 when 
they took part in a sit-down protest 
at the San Francisco Presidio, 

But as the 1960s drew to an end, 
Travis was not entirely focused on the 
Vietnam conflict A February 1969 
article noted that crews at Travis 
were readying themselves to partici¬ 
pate in the Apollo mission to the 
moon, scheduled for July of that year. 



1969 


■ Vacaville*# new $1 million civic center is 
opened on Merchant SUeel 

■ Will C. Wood High School opohs, 

■ Vacaville Heritage Council is formed. 


Our students 
wasting their 
chance to learn 

T he rather raucous “new wave' that has ~~~ 

been sweeping over many an American 
college campus has caused a great 
many Americans to wonder if our stu¬ 
dent generation understands what education is 
all about. Despite the evidence of the kooky sit- 
ins and demonstrations, it is pleasant to be able 
to report evidence that a great many of them, at 
least, do indeed understand. 

A poll taken for a Washington, D C., newspa¬ 
per on the question. “Why should the young go on 
to college?" brought these results: 

Seventy per cent of the parents interviewed 
replied, in effect, “so they can get a better job." 

Only 3 per cent felt college was important for the 
students’ fullest development as human beings. 

Among the students, however, the majority 
designated the broadening and enriching experi¬ 
ence as the greatest value of a college education. 

About 20 per cent agreed with the parents on the 
bread and butter angle. 

In analyzing what took place at the University 
of California several months ago, one begins to 
wonder just why many of our young men and 
women are going to college. 

With our colleges lacking sufficient class¬ 
rooms, it is confusing to the average citizen to 
comprehend just why the officials at UC tolerat¬ 
ed this type of demonstration. 

Perhaps we should begin to evaluate the moral 
character of prospective students as highly as we 
regard academic values, and we may come up with 
the answers which will be determining factors as 
to whether we want to waste time and money edu¬ 
cating many of our young men and women. 

Editorial, The Reporter 

Sept. 2,1965 

VSS trash service 
begins for $1.50 fee 

A refuse disposal jigsaw puzzle belabored 
over three years was considered solved 
Tuesday night when the most trouble¬ 
some pieces fell neatly into place. 

Tlie private firm, which collects garbage from 
local households — Vacaville Sanitary Service — 
was granted permission to purchase property on 
Hay Road known as “the John Brown property/’ 
thus taking the city out of dump site proprietor¬ 
ship. 

The city also was removed from the trash col¬ 
lection business, financed by a complex fran¬ 
chise system, when Bernard Anselmo, VSS 
owner, offered to haul “everything’ for the same 
$150 fee per household now charged lor garbage. 
Comic ilmen promptly accepted. 

For the Vacaville resident, it means he will be 
able to throw all kinds of refuse into the same 
container if he wishes and collections will be 
made on a one-stop basis. 

The Reporter 
Feb. 25,1965 

Wine found at ter 
police rout ‘hippies’ 

_ acaville police routed two groups of 
\ / “long haired, hippie-looking' teenagers 

\f from Andrews Park Saturday night and 
▼ in their wake police found eight gallons 

of wine. 

Acting on a complaint from a resident who 
reported “the park looks like Haight-Ashbury, 
full of out-of-town hippies,” an officer arrived at 
the park about 8 p m. and came upon a group of 
youngsters. They all dispersed when the officer 
came up. Behind they left three gallons of wine. 

About an hour later the officer checked the 
park again, dispersed another group and found 
five gallons more. 

The officer reported all the youths were 
apparently local, and under 21 years of age. 

The Reporter 
May 26.1969 


Do You Remember??? 


m 



1964 

1965 


- "The French Chef’ with Julia Child comes to 
public television. 

- Weight Watchers is formed by Queens 
housewife Jean Nidetch with Albert Lippert 

- Nachos are introduced at the Dallas State Fair. 

- Gatorade and Tang are introduced. 


veiling back through 
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Downtown had everything you needed in the sixties Jrug stores* 
grtKCTy stott* clothing stores even shoe stores, Fhc) were all right 
here downtown. The sixties in Joe’s Barber Shun brought changes uv. A 
new F facade to tnodenuze the building? A facelift iroide to ihuw prior 
in ownership. The hu-mu^, in *\\ updated, wa* a him, huMhtiv; 1 -ad , 
shop with all 4 stations working* A beaut> d*>n was opened m the oi 
half of the kidding, Joe the harbei. sold the Koineto ho v n !. 
hut kept working tot mam yt ivsioconw \ a- 1 • 

Joe's Here, loe works on otic ■ h * \ o -on .‘-i" r > ^ ^ 

origin *1 Joe the Imi hei 
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John F, Kennody 
n, *»Ko* a whistle 
st °P In Sultun City 
campaigning 
,0r president. With 

Mm ere Cnllfornle 
Gov. Pat Brown 
•hd Son. Luther 
Gibson (right). 
Kennedy would 
win the presides 
cy, but his life 
would bn cut short 
by an assassin's 
bullet, as was the 
life of hfs younger 
brother Bobby and 
civil rights leader 
the Rov. Martin 
Luther King. 
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60s erupt in psychedelic fashion 


(( out I nucd from cover) 

M.ink r;iiBrought in us live. Ill* killing of 
a killer And as if that wu.snU'iimigh tor the 

nation and tor the Kmnrdys, Slrhan B* 

Slrhan brmighl a similar end Lo lhr litr nftlio 

pn^ident's brothar, Attorney GrOina ai 

Itnbrrt Kennedy Sirhan 1 1 rcm#*lil il even 

rloaei to homo Kio did lima (it tho ( allfomla 

Medical Kacilily. I to wa s bad rnongli, bul im 
hi ■ uni rage mis scale Slrhan W8I one upped 
iy mmlhort’Ml 4 ' nolortoly: < 'bark's 
SuidI«'r' Malison, a name and a lace f hai 
vuuld rHum in I he psychic nighhiKilvs ol 
mr society. The Ws A bad decade for bad 
I udes. 

Her husband's blond si ill a stain on her 
livss first lady Jacqueline Kennedy wil 
lesst^d llse swearing in ol I *y niton names 
olinsnn aboard Air Fnree One I le look over, 
wring to put a swill end lo com in uni Ml 
iggresxion in Vietnam, and the VhCiivill.es of 
Miienca were in il more Ilian ever before, 
SlflppprUve Travis jets screamed Inward 
Mam as voices screamed in our own City 
tall A revolution Of thinking pul three ru*w 
ices on (he City Council. A downtown rede 
el op men t projrrl was lubed, its appointed 


com mis so hi was sacked and if reached a 
i t rair crescendo Sides were drawn, I 
port was galvanized; the municipal civil war 
even saw families splitting In thejr philoso 
pines Tht viib. 1 handy laded, the clean 

swoop leadership remained In odicc and the 

period of upheaval finally came In an end 
But I he WOUndS would turner on in the think 
ins ami mind sel of this town ol 20,(KS) for 
years Of come 

III another arena jus! when we thought d 
was sail In come in out ol Ihc political slot m, 

Richard Milhous Nixon showed up* At again 

Tree hreakfasl, the future president Of 
I hull'd Slates .slumped lor Use governor 

ship nit ah ion i ia* We would hear orhlnj 

again, and history would remember him in 
ways that HO one would have guessed 
pui the.sun also rises* Leisure Town* a 
new concept fora retirement city within a 
city, started to emerge In the northeast Sur¬ 
rounding an unheard of golf course, the Tony 
Syar development would utilize some 500 
1 provide housing for thousands of 


Hi 
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eli 'ct age residents l eisure I own would 
reale a new lifestyle OH the Vacaville land 
cape, and its residents would come to shape 


' « i I w mrn 
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Vaca Rotarians 
heading to moon 


political and social tliinkmi' lik*’ no Ollier 
ilngla community dovelopmoni 

As now homos emorjetl, Vacaville s Iht 
llnge homo wo*' maik<'<i for ivsinrotloo. I hfi 
historic Pena Adobe, the home of Juan Pone 
m LnKonn Valley, would be Sfivod I rum Ihc 
ravono.s of liino and nculocl Wlicii romp let* 
cd. tiic$:«i,ooo project heenme n center Of liv 
im; Vacaville hldlory. and llu* milerpU’ce of 

i lie Pena Adobe Park. 

In Hfc, I 'resident Kennedy vowed Hint 
America would (to to llu* moon in this 

decode FantaitlcnUy, but no more unreal 

than the events of the rest of the decode, Neil 
Armstrong made Ids "One small step lor man 

one ({ifml leap (or mankind in 11WII. Kora 
I line at least , it raised out* eyes up and away 
IVniii all the sound and ftlTy of'60S I'kirili, a 
sound and fmy that sitgiified eveiyUdog. 

At decode’s end il seemed that the only 
way to inn up the '(His would lie by atapjiiH a 
e.ianl soup opera that, for better or worse, 
would ;’i i the world's attention It would not 
he a celebration us much a . an exclamation 
point On a decade like no other. It happened, 
you know ft was colled Woodstock. 


W hen ihc flrut Pun 

American Iplicr 
hlitp make* it h ini 

Hill ooH In ml big OH 

t hf muon in Hi* I 'MO , iliiu'i i ic 
ut 11 r ir 11 m| j| there in :i welrom 
ini 1 i rjininilitM' tm I ml id made up 
i)l 111 i' ml m r. i if Ihc Vic nvilh 
Uni iiy ( Lull 

Hoinry'w PreMlcItmi Ul chard 

Him, Heine Mimrwllnl idriiiiml 
c(| sintl promotion nmiu Imin, 
M< i Vcntl week)* ago (it i hied in 
HurprlNc Vii mmniin hip Hy 
roHcrving neai for u\\ unhem 
niul I heir wlvort on ji Pan Am 
Mood High! 

Tin:. week he gut. h ply by 

mr mill I Horn New York 
informing him that “wn can ami 
flu ;im fit yean 1 eluent lo to 

aboard " N(nullass to nay, his 

member ihip wtm Hill pi i»wl 
UeNervnllnufl wen- made fur HiO 
Pan Amencan, which in 
paving the way for llig.liU t<? ih j 
moon in space clippers, ban 
bi'Oii accoptlltg mouii resta-va 
linns for individuals for several 


ft is if ll ft i lUll U Hi In Hi ve<! Hm 
Vlicavilh I Is if I ( luH renin 1 
pi dike of (lie in tl grnup m m va 

11 s ifi r l in be mad* ,<nb In hum < <1 
Ih the |i 11 1 ■ i hnwev< i Pan Am 
olliemln «I ul i - f‘uti*mcni| thal 

eai-h im mber wiibfrilt In wr iUng 
iiih name nml uchh e?ai due to ihe 
fad lhai lesoivaUuin are bem^. 
jinule on an ImHvkluat applh .1 
Upn basis 

'Hie oHm iali athjetl 
" AUhnugh wl* corn He very npe 
c 1 1 1 «' abrnh the 1 1siis of your 
night fscheilulr, rab anb rout 
lug nifot fftaHon is still a bii 
vague at Ihia point) we can ami 
do accept your request lo be 

aboard” 

It Ih presumed the n*?<erVii 
UuiiH will he good for soiiHdltfie 
between Hf/h and Htflb, 

Sci all t hat rein a i mi fm t he 
Vacaville Jtotal' inns 11 to hIch 
tie dr natiM - on the dolled It no land 
pack a ioothlipish and olt yes 
ask their wive if they can yu 

The (li^oktri 

l eh, il t imt 


Local joins Peace Corps 


m 


V —acovllle'K fii'Nl Pence 
Corps volubteer 

deported Tueidoy 

morning to beconu* «i 
pail of lit** I lulled Stair'S' p,ood 
will proMram ovorsons. 

He is William KlU8on,29, 
who until this week resided 
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs, 
David K. Kllisun, at Ilk) l/ornlta 
avenue. 

"in- had been IhinkiiHtabout 
ioinim: since llm I’euci* Cm pH 
first was formed.” Ins mother 
lohl the Vacaville Itcpurlcr. 
"Were very proud of him ” 
Kilison is lielieved to be llu 
second P8&C6 Cotpl volunteer 


from Solano * 'minty (11<* i e: ■> 
graduate of Me Unlvr-ndty of 
Caliloinia at la 1 k< Icy. \\ it i ■ * 
he majored in poUtil ftl 14 tenet, 
ltecently he lias been a suhsli 
lut<* teacher in Vacaville 

rcilison traveled by air lo iial 
1 1 mure, where lie r expected to 

remain five day 1 - Then h<* will 

undergo training In Puerto Rico 

for IM) days pi ioi lo a protmbl' 
two yeor assignment in I’cru. 

'llu-volunteer will sjMX’iali/e in 
nut ii Lion and in Ole lecduijfnf 
school dnldnn in II ie Snutii Aimi 
lean country, hie m< »i her said. 

The Ucpnrlcr 

April 19, HK12 
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TRADITIONS BEGIN WITH YOUR 

PERSONAL STYLE 

As the hint of Fall approaches Shock 1 ! furniture is ready and in liiuh gear to 

meet llu* furniture needs of its community. Football game* and fireplaces gather' 

inus come to mind as cooler weather forewarn! another seaion is upon us. 
Consider family-living ipacw your canvas, a chance to artfully express your ianv 

ily's personality and ahoWC0!e favorite pursuits in the comfort of U-Z-Boys ttt- 
cM collection of recllnen and in-motion furniture. Your reward for ehoosing U' 
Z-Hoy is warm onc-nf-a-kiml style, and your room is destined to hecoine an 

inviting gathering spol for family and friends. 
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candy frmn my Jathers groct 

Main Street when he wasn't 
Carmen Ramos 
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lia-2-Boy certainly doesn’t skimp for iealures to ensure maxumim carefree liv- 
i nK . Select from solas and recliners in over 1000 exciting fables in sumptuous 
colors and rich top urain leathers thal will embrace you in b'ttery softness. 
£ n ; oy telephones in arm units now conveniently built into selected m-moiion 
furniture. Shock’s even carries La-Z-Boy recliners and in-motion furniture with 
nuss.^i features lor llu.se who want maximum relaxation at the end of a hard 

day. 

Comfort. Quality craftsmansliip... Select ion...Value...Appealing pond 

looka...la-Z-Boy not only excels, but is the innovator in all these coniidera* 

lions. With their tradition of style and guaranteed workmanship, confidence is 
assured in the choice of any t.a-Z-Boy product. 

I your {unity mjuymt the hoUdeyi lurrounded In the wermth and, 
Cor, Huly l a-Z-Boy can ptovidi'. OrdiT now and your choke ol rn Inn r Of m- 
ninlinn furnitnr.- will be drlivcnd u. your honw and ready lor thoM Wag 

rime for the holida 
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AT SHOCK’S NOW IS THE BEST TIME TO SAVE 
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5 Shock’s 

"The Home Comfort Store” 

6 LA-Z-Boy Gallery 


395-A E. Monte Vista Ave. 
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Lowest Prices Guaranteedl 

We sell the largest mattress companies 

IN THE WHOLE WORLD. 
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CARE 


THE MATTRESS OUTLET - SUPERSTORE 

Sleep like an angel ionite! 


VISA 


Vaca 


Vll/e • 707 - 446-9793 

ORANGE TREE CENTER • 601 ORANGE DRIVE 
ACROSS FROM GALAXY 8 (NEXT TO SOFA GALLERY) 
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A look back... 


1960-1969 

Looking back...when a customer canu* into r_ 

Thornton & Son s Ji-welcrs to have a piece of 
je we I ry designed, j oli n 
Thornton won Id do a 
rough sketch of the 
design. As time went on 
John was sent to a ren¬ 
dering class for jewelry. 

1 hen when the designing was done, it would 
be done in a nice full color rendering for the 
customer to preview. This gave the customer a 

good idea 
as to what 
their spe¬ 
cial design 
w o u 1 d 

look like when completed. 

Today, when you come into 
Thornton & Son s Jewelers, we have 
the latest in design technology at our 
fingertips. It's called Gem Vision!!!! 
it’s a computer generated designing 
tool that allows us to bring the customers ideas to life before their very 
eyes. We can create several variations of a design allowing the customer 
to be a part of the the process, making the design that much more per¬ 
sonal As time progresses, so does Thornton & Son's Jewelers. Come and 
visit any one of our three locations. 


John Thornton 
Thornton & Son’s Jewelers 
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Imagination 
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OMEGA 


1100 PITT SCHOOL RD. f DIXON • 678-2996 333 MERCHANT 
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PRE-OWNED 

SPA 

INVENTORY 

BLOWOUT 


Hurry in for the best 
selection on gently 






When they 're gone 
they're gone 
All spas include 
warranty 

Sale prices good now 
through October 3, 1999 




CHECK OUT OUR EXCLUSIVE 

LINE OF NEW SPAS 


Featuring the 
Ever t resh® 
Water Care 
System 
World's most 
energy 
efficient spa 
Over 375,000 
satisfied \ tot 
Spring* Spa 
owners 


4 Time 

Consumer Digest 
Best Buy*Winner 







HotSpring 

Portable Spas 

107-451-9880 
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Wealth a id protests 


for those w&of ft tok young 


(Continued from Page 3) 

pro\ 0 tt. t he baby boomers as they were comii.g of age 
would not shy away from the problems of society as they 
saw them or those whom they held responsible. 

Generally tame if not boring public board meetings 
took on a new life in Solano County. The Reporter close¬ 
ly chronicled the activities sparked in early in 1968 at 
the local community 
college. 

About 300 students 
from various schools in 
the region rallied out¬ 
side the Solano Junior 
College cafeteria in 
April, advocating “get¬ 
ting out of Vietnam 
and freeing our own 
people first.” Vietnam 
is just another exam¬ 
ple of whites trying to 
dominate the minori¬ 
ty, one student said. 

And it seemed that 
momentum conlin 
ued to build. 

“An unscheduled 
spokesman for the 
Black Student Union 
Monday night jolted 
the Solano Junior 
College Board of 
Trustees into 
uneasiness when he 
tore apart the ‘white 
boy’s curriculum’ in 
a very unpolite 
manner. 

“The angry 
young man, Mark 
Jefferson, came set 
to drive a tough 
bargain for addi¬ 
tional black cours¬ 
es, teachers and 
counselors and 
was further pro¬ 
voked when the board approved six 
new courses — none black.” 

Vacaville’s California Medical Facility brought the 
city even more attention in September when Huey New¬ 
ton and Eldridge Cleaver, two prominent members of 
the Black Panthers, were brought to the CMF reception 
.■enter after convictions for taking part in a gun battle 
with the Oakland police that left an officer dead. 

The celebrity inmates were heroes of sorts for some 
<oea students, who sought and ultimately gained 
trustees' consent to the sale of the Black Student 

. nJ- " 

Union's newspaper “Black Panther” in the school book 
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store. Profits were intended to go to the Huey (Newton) 
fund. 

The Black Student Union, with peaceful but vocal 
demonstrations, continued to provoke anxiety among 
established community leaders. 

One of the major threats to nation, according to The 
Reporter, was uprisings at college campuses “by a 
minority few students, and outside agitators." The news¬ 
paper was frustrated 
that nobody at the 
schools would stand 
lip to the insurgence 
which allegedly was 
hijacking publicly 
funded institutions. 

The Reporter sug¬ 
gested a serious study 
be commissioned to 
truly understand any 
inequities in the cur¬ 
riculum The study was 
seen as a potential end 
to Ihe debate and the 
disruptive upheavals. 

But the upheaval 
only grew. The U S. 
Supreme Court seeming¬ 
ly fanned the flames 
when it ruled that high 
school students also had 
the right to demonstrate 
: on their campuses. 

The Reporter was 
flabbergasted. 

“As if it isn’t bad 
enough to find ourselves 
today in the position of 
finding it difficult to con¬ 
trol disorders provoked 
by anarchists, kooks, beat¬ 
niks, hippies and an 
assortment of other unde¬ 
sirable characters on col- 


m il n, *, 


AtfrertBers targeted young buyers in tbe 1960s. This June 8 
S64, ad encourages those who think young to drink Pepsi. ’ 


lege and university cam¬ 
puses, the Supreme Court 
has now ruled that high 
school students have the 
right to conduct protests on their campuses.... 

“By allowing expressions of cont roversial opinions 
‘in the cafeteria, or on the playground, or on the campus 
during the authorized hours,’ the court has, nonetheless, 
invited conflict and turmoil onto high school campuses. 
The decision will, as Justice (Hugo) Black said, inspire 
some students to be ‘ready, able and willing to defy 
teachers on practically all orders.' ” 

■ Staff writer Elizabeth Murtaugh contributed to 
this report. 


. Keeping CN|r 
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TRIBUTE TO THE MIND OF MAN 



This July 21, 

1969, editorial 
cartoon marked 
the realization of 
President John F. 
Kennedy’s dream 
to have a man on 
the moon by the 
end of the decade 


‘Things are different somehow’ 
after mail lands o the moon 


By Sean Gillespie/Staff Writer 

O n July 20,1969, men actually 

walked on the moon. American 
men. 

The Final Frontier became 
the Final Conquest, and everyone every¬ 
where was swept up in the excitement. 

Vacaville merchants did not work. 
Vacaville students did notstudy. They all 
watched television. 

A column written by The Reporter’s cur¬ 
rent Publisher Richard Rico was the sole 
account in the newspaper the next day. 

“It may be years before we awaken 
from this hypnotic spell to realize what 
has been done," he wrote. “But for now all 
I know is things are different somehow. 

Three days later, an editorial illustrat¬ 
ed the mood and expectations which the 
momentous event left to all Americans. 

“It was a gigantic step — the first 
always is — but in relation to the Universe 
as we now see it, it was also a small one. It 
will have overwhelming ramifications in 


Man’s quest for knowledge of the Universe 
about him, and now that his appetite has 
been whetted, it will be only the beginning 
of new conquests in space.” 

Leading up to that point, there was a lot 
of pride shown for local participation in 
the space program primarily by the staff of 
Travis Air Force Base in Fairfield. 

In 1962, Travis played a role in the first 
manned orbital space flight. The 84th Air 
Transport Squadron — in a WESTAF C-133 
— airlifted to Cape Canaveral the Atlas 
ICBM missile supplying thrust to the Mer¬ 
cury capsule John Glenn would ride in. 

Also that year a local business capital¬ 
ized on the program's popularity. 

Central Federal Savings and ijoan 
Association of Vacaville was one of sever¬ 
al members of the Savings and Loan Foun¬ 
dation, which sponsored the telecast of 
John Glenn's orbital flight. 

Obie Ladd, vice president of the local 
branch, promised that Vacaville would 
receive mention during the CBS-TY broad¬ 
cast 
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E Shines on the Diamond 



star reaches 

majors 

B > tula Mnrtlui'z 

Sports Writer 
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School athlelir diroctor Ton, z^i 
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“Bob was a very intense ball 

player, but that was one of the 

things that was so great about 
him. 

Though Heine played football, 
basketball and baseball in high 

school, on Nov. 9 , 11 ) 05 , Hetse 
signed a professional contract with 
the New York Mels and a season 
later became the first Vacon to 
reach Major League Baseball 

t f After appearing in four games 
tring the Mels’ 1969 World Cham- 
onship season, he was traded to 
the San Francisco Giants, prompt¬ 
ing the then-sports editor of The 
Reporter, Joe Singleton III, to 
name Heise the No. 2 sports story 
of the year. 

“The Giants can certainly use 
some help at the shortstop posi¬ 
tion, and we certainly hope we 
have a seat when the public 
address announcer reads, Haying 
shortstop for the Giants — Bob 
Heise of Vacaville,’" wrote Single- 
ton. 

Heise eventually played 111 the 
1975 World Series as a member of 
the Boston Red Sox and finished 
his career with 247 average in 499 
major-league games. 

The former major leaguer now 
lives near the Angel's Catnp area 
and works for the California 
Department of Corrections, but for 
years he was known as a depend¬ 
able utility infielder. 

“I remember that he was a 
steady baseball person and a heck 
of a guy," said Darrell Johnson, a 
Suisun City resident and Heise’s 
manager with the Red Sox in 1975 
and ’76. “He was a favorite of mine 
because he was a heck of guy." 
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Johnson remembers what a 
great influence Heise was in the 
clubhouse, 

"He had the greatest sense of 
humor of anyone I ever knew,” 
Johnson added. “He could crack 
you up in a heartbeat, lie was 
never at a loss for a quip or a joke. 

Heise was a star athlete al 
Vacaville High who rose through 
the youth baseball ranks and then 
led the Bulldogs to the 1964 Golden 
Empire League Championship. 

The then-second baseman helped 
guide the Vacaville American 
Legion Post 165 team, which was 
coached by his father, William 
Heise, to the league championship 
that 1965 season. 

Along the way he developed the 
reputation for a strong work ethic 
when it came to the playing field. 

"He was just a very dedicated 
player. He would have played the 
game 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week if he could," said former 
learn male and current Vanden bas¬ 
ketball coach Tom Newsom. “He 
was very disciplined. He slept the 
game, ate the game, thought the 


game and always played hard.” 

Heise, former major league 
pitcher David Sells, Mike Brandt, 
Chad Boykin, Torn McConnell, Chip 
Cohn, Junior Lopez and Newsom 
played together all the way IVom 
their Little League days to their 
senior year in high school, said 
Newsom. 

“We grew up together and went 
through (Willis) Jepson and Vaca¬ 
ville together," Newsom said. “We 
hung out together nnd went to the 
movies together. 

Many members of that group 
eventually were drafted by major 
league baseball loams, though only 
Heise and Sells made it to the 
majors. Some, like Newsom, who 
accepted a football scholarship al 
Brigham Young University, decid¬ 
ed instead to go to college. 

“All these kids played ball 
together and learned to compete 
and enjoy themselves," said Zuni- 
no, who coached the group on the 
junior varsity baseball learn back 
then. 

Heise, Sells and Current Kansas 
City Royals outfielder and Will C, 


Wood graduate Jermaine Dye 
remain the only players from 
Vacaville to have reached 
the Major Leagues. 

Dye has played four sea¬ 
sons in the major league and 
will he eligible for arbitra¬ 
tion at the end of this sea¬ 
son. 

Sells pitched three and a 
half seasons with the Cali 
fornia Angels and half a 
season with the Dodgers in 
the mid-1970s. 

Ilcise’s 11 seasons in 
professional baseball are 
ihe longest of any Vacan to 
reach that level. He closed 
his career in 1977 with the 
Kansas City Royals. 

Johnson believed the key to 
lleise’s longevity was his versatiti- 
ty. 

“He was a journeyman ball 
player who didn’t excel at any one 
thing but was good at everything,” 
his former coach said. "He knew 
how to play to win the game. 

“And, above everything, he was 

a good person." 
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In the above left photograph, Vacaville 
High star Bob Heise and teammates Mike 
Gunderson, Dave Sells and Jarry Reece 
(left to right) pose in an April 15,1964, 
Reporter photograph taken alter the tean 
defeated Hapa High School 9-4. Hetse is 
shown In Ms Mets uniform (above). 

He signed with the Mets in 1965. 



A casual remark leads to a remarkable deal 
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By Ken Hart 

Sports Writer 

penthouse was of ered at a 
basement price. 

It was a deal the city of 
Vacaville could not pass up 
ie 1960s. 

baseball players and their 
n Vacaville were in the lap of 
hen they found Out they would 
□ play in a new ballpark, 
a was simple passing com- 
t eventually resulted in the 
t ion of Keating Park, 
rnia Medical Facility busi- 
lager Robert Wenzel was lum- 
e sprinklers that watered a 
:e of land at CMF while chat- 
city administrator Robert 
leyer remarked that the city 
e the land lor parks for its 
seball teams. 

k in south Vacaville was born 
>r, 

opportunity to acquire a 
ballpark for$22,500 was 
up Monday night by the 

e City Council,” according to 

orter in its Sept. 15,1961, 
ridnal blueprints for the park 

I a facility of 3,000 seats plus 

litional seats for special occa- 
> h as football games or horse 

be park also would sport lock- 
rooms, a press box and a con- 

USSr was on hand fo M r | |" 0 U moer f 
(ruction. He was a CM1' o ncer 

L .rvised inmate crews while 



Little League 
players and 
coaches line 
up tor one ot 
the early 
seasons at 
Keating 
Park, which 
was built In 
the 1960s. 


they built and maintained the park ID 
said Keating Park had three fields for 
local Little League players and two Tor 
local Babe Ruth baseball players by 

1966. 

“Building was a long, ongoing 
process," said La Bar, now retired, m a 

recent interview, ..... 

The materials used to build the 
park were salvaged from buildings Unit 
had been tom down. Many of the mini¬ 
mum-security inmates did more than 
iust build and maintain t he park 
“The umpires for the Little League 
and Babe Ruth games were inmates, 

\ Al Bar recalled. "We used to have 20 

inmates a night outthere umpiring. 

Days when baseball was played 
turned into long days for La Bar and 
the inmates. After a day’s worth of con¬ 
struction or maintenance, La Bar 


would supervise the inmates while 
they umpired the games. 

La Bar recalled that some parents 
of the players would argue with Ihe 
umpires, though they knew that they 
were CMF inmates. 

“Most ortho parents were pretty 

good out there, but some probably 
didn’t like Inmates or thought their 
kids couldn't do any wrong," La Bar 

said. . , 

The cost of building the park was 

estimated at $22,500. Meyer snld li. The 

Reporter that "just lishtmgthi' Held* 

at Willis Jepson School ran up a btlloi 

$ 11 , 000 . 

CMF superintendent Dr. William 
Keating originally suggested u 40-year 
lease to the cily at$l per year on the 111 
acres of state-owned land. The city also 
would pay for water, lawn, lights aucl 


Reporter tile photo 

building materials. ~ 

“This will be a good use of buller 
land and (will) strengthen public re o- 
turns," Keating told the City Council 

back then. , ... 

An additional $2,500 was needed lor 

the preliminary installations or water 
lines and turf The council eventually 
approved paying the money. 

Other disputes concerning the park 
have arisen since its inception, includ¬ 
ing dividing playing time between 
Vacaville’s numerous sports teams and 

programs. 

As the city of Vacaville grew, play¬ 
ers from other leagues and sports 
needed a plnce to practice and pluy. 

But the park has been able to pro¬ 
vide fields for several other activities, 
such as adult softball, youth football 

and soccer. 


Cof fee Tree 
mural honors 
Vacaville 


I f a theme is necessary for a 

restaurant, (hen probably the one 
selected by the Coffee Ti ee, a 
branch of the Nut Tree, could not 
be more appropriate lor this area. 

Namely, the new “short order- 

restaurant across from its famous Fore¬ 
bear has chosen to promote Vacaville 
and the surrounding area. This is done 
by a graphic collection which covers 
one wall of the new restaurant and is 
made up of art, photographs and illus¬ 
trations on Vacaville and surrounding 

points ofinterest. 

Aside from the all-new, colorlul 
appointments in the restaurant, the 
mural is the focal point of the Coffee 
Tree, scheduled to open to the public 

Monday. 

The Coffee Tree represents a new 
field of food preparation for owners of 
the Nut Tree. Tlie equipment and facul¬ 
ties have been designed to produce, 
independently of the Nut Tree, break 
fasts, lunches and dinners and short 
orders” either to eat in the spacious 
Interior or to "take out” A small sales 
area Is also a feature of the restaurant 
The Coffee Tree will seat a capacity 
of 140 patrons, according to Nut Tree 
and Coffee Tree owners, and will be 
open (tom 6 a m. to midnight, daily. 

The Coffee Tree will employ 60 per 

sons. 

Owners report that although the 
restaurant Is an offspring of the Nut 
Tree, the Coffee Tree is a "food facte 
ry” in itself and will operate "on its 
own independent ofthe Nut Tree." All 
labels and markings will state only 

“Coffee Tree," they said 

Ry Richard Rico, The Reporter 

March 25, IMS 
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Walter P. Chrysler 

b. 1875 - fl. 1940 
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vVhile America’s youth focused on 
revolution” during the 1900s, Chrysler 
maintained its focus on "innovation." With 
this in mind, Chrysler started the decade 
with a bold move in November of 1901. 
Designer Elwood Engel had been lured 
away from his post at Ford, and was 
chargee to reshape Chrysler styling, f ns 
first creation, the 1963 Chrysler Turbine - 
or Englebird” - was built in 1963 to test 
reaction to his design and the effective¬ 
ness of a gas turbine engine. Only 50 of 
the 1963 Chrysler Turbines were manufac¬ 
tured, and they featured headlight/tail- 
light bezels styled with a rotary-blade 
>n hif to emphasize the unconventional! 

power source. I 

Chrysler also continued production 
of the popular 300 series automobiles 
through the decade. The term "muscle car" 
refers to the 300 and others like it, 
because they were unassuming sedans and 
coupes that included high-performance V8 
engines. This did not mean, however, that 
the Chrysler engines were inefficient. To 
the contrary, a Chrysler 300 placed first in 
its class in the 1967 Mobil Economy Run, 
In addition, a Chrysler New Yorker took 
first in ts class the following year during 
1 he 2,272-mile Mobil Economy Run from 
Los Angeles to Indianapolis. 
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, promise and sadness. The rat pack was cavorting in 
and his beautiful wife brought us a modern day 


Dear Friends, 

Who can ever forget the 1%0's? H was a time of 
Las Vegas, much to the glee of everyday working folks, 
came lot and Neil Armstrong landed on the moon. 

The Vietnam War was touching us all, in one way or another. Tens of thousands of American men and 
women went off to faraway jungles to fight in a war in which many people fett was wrong. Opponents of 
the war took to the streets and to college campuses to state protests. One of those protests, at Kent 
State, ended in a particularly sad way. 

wer, free love and coffee houses were popular themes for many. 

We were on the brink of war due to the Cuban missile crisis, but that ended 
when a young president showed extraordinary courage in standing up 
>> to a much older, and very unstable, Russian Leader. 

y Many of us came of age during this decade...unfortunately, 

we did it because of loss. John Kennedy was gunned down in Texas, 
Bobby lost his life in similar fashion at the Ambassador Hotel in Los 
Angeles and the greatest civil rights leader of our time, Martin Luther 
King, a victim of an assassin's bullet. 

K was an interesting decade for the automobile business. Who 
will ever forget the Edsel or the Chevrolet Corvair? Or the hopped-up 
Dodges with hemi-head engines? 

It was a notable decade, for sure. It's fun to imagine what K will be like in the sixth 
decade of the next century. Will we even have cars then? I’d like to think so, being an auto¬ 
nobile dealer, but I wouldn’t take any bets on it... 

Clarence Williams Jr. 
(X. Presklent and General Manager 
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PeportEr rile photo 

Architect Frederick L,R. Confer, Mayor Ted Chancellor and City Manager Walter Graham stand outside the 
new City Hall and civic center. The complex still houses many city offices and the City Council Chamber. 

Dedication set for new civ c cente r 


A n estimated 300 city officials 
and their wives are expect¬ 
ed to converge on Vacaville 
Saturday to attend a League 
of California Cities, Redwood 
~ v -npjre Division quarterly meeting 
.jere, to be highlighted by dedication 
of the city’s $1 million civic center 
complex. 

Dedication of the 26,000 square 
foot faci lity. located on Merchant 
Street between Walnut Avenue and 
Lovers Lane, will be held at 3 p m. 
Saturday. 

Guest speaker at the dedication 
will be Spencer Williams, California 
Department of Human Relations 
director. 

The public is invited to attend eer 
emonies, and to tour the facility. 

Occupancy of the new facility 
came in mid-December, but first use 
of the new city council chambers will 


come Saturday when the League’s 
Redwood Empire Division executive 
board will meet there at 4:30 p.m. 
Sixty four permanent upholstered 
theatre type seats are being installed 
this week and will be ready for Satur¬ 
day use. 

The new facility is actually three 
separate buildings, though connect¬ 
ed by a covered walkway. 

The center building, about 16,000 
square feet houses the central 
administration operation, including 
the finance, public works, recreation, 
planning and engineering depart¬ 
ments, and administrative facilities. 

At the east end of the complex is a 
6000 square foot Police Department 
facility, including a squad room large 
enough to accommodate 50 officers 
permitting showing of training films, 
lectures and gymnastics as equit ed. 

City council chambers are located 


in a separate, amphitheatre type 
building at the west end of the com¬ 
plex. n addition to the 64 permanent 
seats there, temporary seating will 
permit an audience of 100 to be 
accommodated. 

Construction of the new complex 
was financed with accumulated 
reserves. It did not require a bond 
issue, and the city lax rate dropped 
four cents last year. 

To be constructed on the 10-acre 
civic center site is an 8000 square 
foot public library. Plans are now on 
the drawing board, and construction 
is expected to get under way this 
year. 

Library construction will be 
financed with proceeds of a bond 
sale authorized by voters in early 
1968. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 6,1969 


Nut Tree co-founder 
succumbs at age 76 


E dwin Ignatius “Bunny" Power, 
founder of the famed N ul Tree 
died this morning in Suiter Gen- 
1 era! Hospital in Sacramento fol¬ 
lowing a lingering illness He was 76 
years of age. 

Known to his many friends and 
acquaintances as ' Bunny,’’ Power set rev 
olutionary trends in the restaurant and 
merchandising fields at the Nut Tree and 
developed a new type of American cui¬ 
sine termed “western food." 

Power, with his wife. Helen, began 
serving the public in 1921 under the 
shade of a giant black walnut tree from 
which the now famous institution got its 
name. In the next few years the Nut Tree 
became permanently established and 
sold dried fruit and nut packs as well as 
few restaurant items. Power pioneered 
the fancy fruit-nut pack business in Cali¬ 
fornia. By the mid 1930 s the Nut Tree 
had become nationally known for its 
products and unique cuisine and was 
well on its way to becoming a landmark 
in the Western United States. 

Born in San Jose in 1894, Power 


attended Santa Clara College until 1913 
He enlisted in the ftlst Division in 1917 
and following World War I he moved to 
Hamilton City and engaged in fruit farm¬ 
ing The following year he enrolled at the 
University of California at Davis, where 
he met his future bride, Helen Uarbison 
He was a member of the American 
legion.91st Division Association,Com¬ 
monwealth Club of California, Vacaville 
Rotary Club, Alcoholics Rehabilitation 
Commission, was a member of the Com¬ 
mission of the Califomias and was a past 
president of the California State Restau 
rant Association- 

Surviving are his wife, Helen, two 
sons, Edwin Jr. and Robert and one 
daughter, Mrs, Mary Helen Fairchild, all 
of Nut Tree Road and all partners in the 
Nut! ree. There are 17 grandchildren. 

Also surviving are three brothers, Joseph 
of Vacaville, and Eugene and Richard of 
San Jose; two sisters, Mary Kayser and Ber¬ 
nice Power, both of San Jose. 

The Reporter 
July 7,1969 


> 



Reporter tte pfroto 

Ed Power Jr. (left) and Ed “Bunny” Power Sr. (center) greet U.S. Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Earl Warren in winter of 1961 on Warren’s visit to the Nut Tree. 

Bunny Power died in 1969, leaving behind a substantial legacy. 
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Groovy fact; 

The Brady Bunch show premiered on 
September 26,1969 and ran for 5 seasons. 


If you are looking for 
Marsha, Cindy & Jan stop 
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Gushing Water Helps Crops Grow 


* 


Farmers reep gains 


from dam, canals 


111 1 ►nil It. IIJH-VS 

SuilT Writer 


W hen Monti cello Dom 

turned ITitah Creek 
into (he lake called 
Berryessa. an exten¬ 
sive waii 1 delivery system fol 
lowed and mj did giant stride 1 in 
Solano County’s agricultural pro¬ 
duction. 

Today’s fields of crops and 
orchards arc reflections of the 
legacy left by area water pio¬ 
neers who pushed for the dam at 
Devil’s Gate west of Winters, 

The dam was completed in 
1967. But local crops received the 
big irrigated jump-start in the 
1960s after the first water for farm 
and ranch use — some 5,000 acres 
in the Dixon area—was delivered 
via a canal system in I960 

It was not unit 1962 when even 
more miles of the canal system 
were completed Lhal a valve was 
turned and the liquid gold 
flowed into Vaca Valley, 

For most years since, crops 
have been growing bigger and 
better. 

W. Morris Dally, a prominent 
Elmira farmer for 42 years and 
involved in the community until 
his death in 1996, became a 
Solano Irrigation District board 
president and was thrilled about 
the new irrigation of thousands 
of Solano acres. 

“Before the advent of if riga- 
tion water, J could grow only win¬ 
ter crops such as wheat, barley, 
oats, hay Dally said in a July 
28,1969, Reporter account “Now, 

I can grow such things as milo 
and ugar beeLs, and I can grow 
all year-round, too." 

Improved grazing conditions 
also helped fatten Daily's livestock. 

“Before, during the summer, I 
was lucky to graze one sheep for 
every two orr three acres," Dally 
said “Now, I can graze seven 
sheep in one acre." 

Dally was not alone. Records 
from the Solano Irrigation Dis¬ 
trict and Solano County show 
agricultural income grew from 


$12.7 mi 11 1 1 m in in 1 3 tu S3o 1 mil 
lion in 1906, then soared upward 
to $ Li.) 9 million by IMHO. 

The assessed value of farm¬ 
land during the same three- 
decade period went from $23.2 
million to $351 million. Between 
1958 and 1064, the valuation of all 
unimproved land in Solano 
County jumped nearly 60 per 
cent 

Responding to the new water 
resource brought forth by the 
dam. Hike lierryessa and SID 
canals, farmers invested $10to 
$15 million in private capital 
from 1959 to 1962 on land and 
equipment New crops that went 
in paid handsome profits. 

i"he county became one of the 
state’s lop producers of tomatoes, 
field com, sheep and Iambs, 
pears, sugar beets and alfalfa 
seeds. 

Other boundM crops includ¬ 
ed apricots, wheat, sunflower 
seeds, prunes, plums, peaches, 
apples, oranges, nectarines, cher¬ 
ries, strawberries, boysen berries, 
melons, walnuts and almonds. 

Water from Lake Berryessa 
doubled the tonnage of grapes 
grown by the Cadenasso Winery 
in Fairfield. 

Alonzo Farms at Dixon aver¬ 
ager) 275 crates of jumbo ears of 
com to the acre, 

Lewis Pierce began to harvest 
7 to 10 tons per acre of kiwi fruit 
in Suisun Valley. 

Plentiful water supplies 
helped give birth to Hines 
Wholesale Nursery in nearby 
Lagoon Valley, the world’s 
largest container nursery and 
grower of popular landscaping 
plants. Hines would continue to 
grow and in the 1990s would 
expand to a second location, this 
one north of Vacaville and within 
sight of Interstate 505 

The assurance of a plentiful 
supply of water also began to 
attract a significant number of 
nonagricultural businesses and 
industry. Among them was the 
massive Fairfield Anheuser- 
Busch brewery. 



American Home Foods 
moved from Oakland to Vaca- 
viMe in 1906and began using two 
million gallons of water per day. 

The water stored in Lake 
Berryessa also helped offset 
drought years and provided a 
measure of flood control. 

Water also attracted new resi¬ 
dents. 

One big population growth 
jump occur red from 1962 to 1963, 
when an influx of8,000 people 
hiked the county population 
from 146,000 to 154,000. 

The same year, the percent¬ 
age of irrigated acres, accoi ding 
to The Reporter’s accounts, "took 
a whopping jump from 28.3 per¬ 
cent to 40.7 percent.” 

With in igation, people came 
to farm the land. 

And. they still do. 



The diversion dam ! 
(above) downstream 
from Monticello 
Dam and Lake 
Berryessa, which 
forms Lake Sotano, 
diverts water into 
canals so waiter can 
flow to area crops. 
Const! action of 33 
miles of canals 
(left) needed to 
bring water to Vaca 
Valley was finished 
in 1962. 
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AHF processing plant reaches city 


Industrial 


with 


amv 



coines 


along 


new 


facility 


By Sally Miller Wyatt 

Special to the Reporter 


V HHHMacaville not only 

opened its doors to the 
Leisure Town retire- 
id community in the 
1960s, it alio welcomed major 
industry wjien American Home 
Food announced it would build 
a brand new manufacturing 
facility here in 1964 

“Industry Coming!” pro¬ 
claimed a huge Oct. 5,1904, 
headline in The Reporter, with 
a second headline of "Foods 
('oncein to Erect Plant,” 

On this day, Vacans learned 
that negotiations to purchase 60 
acres just two miles outside the 
city limits had recently conclud¬ 
ed, and the company would relo- 
< ate its Oakland operation* 
here.The facility would repre- 
ontthe first major industrial 
development in the history of 
Solano County, The Reporter 
aid and the company would 
loin others who had "grown up 
here - Ballc Vegetable- Prod¬ 
ucts and I lie Nut Tree" 

Within days of the announce¬ 
ment, planning officials held a 
penal meeting to approve con 
struction of access roads and 
wale 1 lines to aid in the- con 
struction of the project. 

11 was expected that 35 or 
nu'M products, including those 

under Hu f hef Hoyartlee Den 
m 1 rif v Pop and Franklin 
Nut. lnlnllt. would be munulac 
tUJi d in ‘ Itn rtf ail Hume Food’s 
new facility 

,‘iumic operations wen- 


expected to begin as early as 
1965, with the plant in full pro¬ 
duction by 1966. About 350 peo¬ 
ple would be employed year- 
round, with as many as 600 dur¬ 
ing peak production times. 

The site’s close proximity to 
railroad tracks and llie highway 
were cited as the main reasons 
for its selection. 

An official ground-breaking 
ceremony was held on March 15, 
1965, and speaking at the half- 
hour ceremony was Vacaville 
Chamber of Commerce commit¬ 
tee member William Orr. Out-of- 
town guests included Edwin I 
Power Sr. 

During the manufacturing 
facility’s construction,The 
Reporter regularly featured 
photographic updates, Including 
lull-page spreads of aerial views 
and up-close details of the facil¬ 
ity's many features. 

The plant was officially dedi¬ 
cated on April 7, I960, and with 
in months area food editors 
were being treated to tours, dur¬ 
ing which they learned how food 
wus prepared at the state oi l he¬ 
art facility. 

Later that fall, a Reporter 
article noted that local 
teenagers had found picking 
tomatoes for the plant’s produc¬ 
tion of tOlAAtO paste was a we I 
come a Source of new income. 

Over tlje years, I he plant eon 
turned to produce a wide variety 
of food products, and was even 
expanded in 1993 as a new line 

Ro Tel tomato products was 

added American Home Prod* 
nets sold the plant and font oth 



Basic OKs 


pact with 


workers 



ers to a Texas based Investment 
firm in 19!M>, and the new own 
Ors chunked the company name 
to International Home Foods in 

1997 . shortly thereafter, work 
era authorized (i strike, charging 
that the company was trying to 
cut benefits. 

Plant 

workers went 
on strike on 
Aug. 8,1997, 

but ratified a 
new contract 
on Aug 1 2. < in 
Sept. 24, 1998, 
the company 
announced it 
would flu ' (ll< 


ftttpurlQf file photo 

The American Home Food plant (above) on Crocker Drive 
helped fuel a push in Industry In Vacaville, as noted In the 
Oct. 5,1964, Issue of The Reporter (below). The food pro¬ 
cessing plant closed In late 1998. 
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economic I'm 
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B asic Vegetable Prod¬ 
ucts, Inc., of Vacaville, 
granted its workers a 40- 
hour week ... to become 
the first food industry plant 
under the State Council of Can 
nery Unions to take such a step. 

Tin 1 action may add nearly 
100 persons to the local payroll 
during seasons when the plant 
is m full operation in order to 
reduce the traditional 48-hour 
week, it was estimated. 

Johnny Ellasces, business 
agent for Local 857. reported 
that the contract was accepted 
by workers on a 98 to 74 vote 
last Monday night at a meeting 
in Eagles Hall. 

“Basic employees now enjoy 
health and welfare, pension, 
vacation, sickleave and holiday 
benefits," EUasces reported, 
noting that it is one of the few 
plants in the food industry to 
grant these provisions. 

The two-year contract, rati¬ 
fied by both labor and manage¬ 
ment, leaves wages open for a 
new round of negotiation, on 
April 15 of next year. 

Pay scale for workers at 
Basic now ranges from $2,02 to 
$3.19 per hour for men, and 
$1.85 to $2.10 for women 

About 675 workers are a fleet 
ed by the new coni rad EUasces 
estimated that Baste will be 
required to hire one seventh ^ 
more employees to provide loi 
40 hour week 

Local 857, representing fit 
plants, has headquarters in 

Sacramento 

The Reporter 
I May 15.1961 
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Downtown Vacaville 


Hundreds of Firemen 

Area's Worst Blaze 
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Reports frl*s pr o 1 


The remains of the Burton home are shown in this Sept, 16, 1965, photo taken after the fire 


Blaze 
races into 
downtown 

By Brian Hamlin 

Staff Writer 

F ire has always piayed an 
integral part in the histo¬ 
ry of Solano County — 
downtowns in Vacaville 
and Suisun City were burned to 
the ground more than once in 
the late JPth and early 20th cen¬ 
turies. Unexpected, fiery 
destruction was part of a world 
where most buildings were con¬ 
structed of wood, water sup¬ 
plies were unreliable and fire 
fighting equipment was primi¬ 
tive. 

Nothing, however, had pre¬ 
pared Solano County for “Black 
Thursday,” Sept 16,1965, when 
a wind-whipped blaze ripped 
across more than 8,000 acres of 
rural farmland from just south 
of Winters to the outskirts of 
downtown Vacaville. 

Destroying homes, blacken¬ 
ing pasture lands and threaten 
'-ng the historic Nut Tree com- 
ex as well as Vacaville’s new 
Stith auto dealership, the blaze 
finally burned itself out in a cul¬ 
tivated field south of Interstate 
80 near Elmira Road. 

Thursday, September 16, 
will be a day long remembered 
in Vacaville as Black Thurs¬ 
day,' wrote the Reporter on an 
extra" front page published 
the same day as the blaze. “The 
most disastrous rural fire in the 
history of the community in loss 
had its start a few miles south of 
Winters, and aided by winds of 
almost tornado proportions, 
fanned the fire south at such a 
rapid speed that fire equipment 
had a hard time keeping up 
with it.” 

Longtime Vacaville newspa¬ 
perman John Rico said the fire 
was moving so quickly that the 
worst of the blaze was probably 
over in less than an hour 
"There was no question of 


putting the fire out," he 
recalled. “The fire was moving 
too fast. All they could do was 
keep it from spreading to the 
east and west.” 

On the day of the blaze, Rico 
said he drove out to the English 
Hills after hearing that there 
might be a fire in the area. Once 
there, he quickly realized that it 
was going to be a potentially 
devastating conflagration. 

"It started way back in the 
English Mills and burned faster 
than people could run. he said 
‘It came over Hamburger Hill 
(East Monte Vista Avenue) and 
jumped both highways. There 
was no way people could put 
something like that out After it 
crossed 1-80, it just burned itself 
out in a field.” 

Despite the speed and inten¬ 
sity of the blaze no serious 
injuries were reported. 


The fire knocked out electri¬ 
cal power to much of the Vacav 
ille region, destroyed 15 homes 
— including the old Burton 
Ranch and its outbuildings — 
and another 45 rural structures 
from English Hills to .southeast 
ern Vacaville. 

As in decades past, the ded) 
cation of Solano County's largely 
unpaid, volunteer firefighters 
was a critical factor in contain¬ 
ing the fire. Hundreds of fire¬ 
lighters from every department 
within the county were called in 
to assist Vacaville personnel 
and the California Hi virion of 
Forestry in ba 111101 * the fast-mov 
ing blaze, fanned by north winds 
gusting to more than 70 rnph. 

Dense smoke lurried a bright 
September day 111(0 dusk and 
blanketed botnet and business 
i-s iii downtown V; 1 < aville with a 
grimy coating o( not ami ash 


Solano County was officially 
declared a disaster area by the 
Solano County Board of Super¬ 
visors five days later, and the 
exact cause of the fire was a 
subject of debate — and law¬ 
suits — for years after the blaze 
Two theories were advanced 
during the trial of a fire related 
civil suit in 1968. 

One expert testified that he 
believed the fire was caused by 
sparking Pacific Gas & Electric 
< 0 . wires igniting dry bark of 
trees ofTthe old Mathew Knad 
in English Hills, Another mves 
tigalor, however, said the blaze 

most likely Wife a used by 

hunters in the region 

i In- s 1 ven man. live woman 
jury apparently leaned toward 
the lath r explanation and sub 
xequeii tly ruled that PG&K had 
not been responsible for the 
blaze 


95,000 acres blackened, 10 homes lost 


are less motorists and dove hunters 
created one of the worst fires disas¬ 
ters in Solano County history Salur- 
H day, when dreaded north winds 
turned the Up-County area into a raging 
inferno. 

Flames roared across more than 95.000 
1 , re destroyed at least 10 homes and 
^“"oed out many bams, sheds and other out 
hidings. 

Left homeless by the holocaust were two 
Allendale area families They were families 
of Jacob llemmet a civilian deputy fire 
chief at Travis AFB, and S R Stevens, who 
had dog ke&neU at Route 2, Box 892. 

Vacaville Fine Chief Warren Hughes said 
four other houses were destroyed in the 
VI h 01 tale fire, but were vacant or occupied 


only by "weekender whose whereabouts 
are unknown 

Four other homes were destroyed in ■ 
40,000 acre fire 1 hat started .south of Elmira, 
swept past Travis AFB and reached beyond 
Birds landing, 

I p b ounty residents endured a night¬ 
mare throughout the day Saturday as north 
winds in gusts up to 60 mih per hour and 
lit r dry grades < • rested emerge re y < omit 

turns More than 95 individual fir e were 
reported, most of them believed caused by 
cigarets dropped by motorists on l*ibor Day 
weekend trips or hunters out at the opening 
of dove season. 

Many property owners fought desperate¬ 
ly to save their homes from the advancing 
flames bv dousing their buddings with the 


aid of garden hoses 

Power poles burned in sorm* areas and 
U fell across power lines, leavim ie>i 
d< ills wifhoul water pumping fm flutes and 

i( h useless against the holocaust 

One death was attributed to the Allen 
dale lire John L Ixiwrimore, 54, .suffered a 
heart attack as the blaze threatened Ins 
home and ’• < raced to Vacaville by Califor¬ 
nia J li;div, ay Patrol otfit er- for treatment, 

He do d diorlly after In* was hospitalized 
I In - Chiefs Hughe and Dennis pin 
pointed the origin -i die Allendale fire as a 
creek bed north of'the burned-out area and 
said a l icense number of a Upper t a dove 
hunter was obb -1 r.ed 

Sept. 5, 1961 
1 lie Repot t>*r 


Police officers 
rst to drive 
city ambulances 


By Victor Itajta 
Staff Writer 

M embers of the com 
m unity-minded 
Vacaville Rotary 
Club in late 1966 
moved to spearhead an effort to 
have the city own its emergency 
ambulance service and to have 
the Police Department operate il 
After numerous meetings 
and an almost desperate land- 
raising campaign, the plan was 
approved, and the Vacaville 
Police Department began pro¬ 
viding emergency ambulance 
service on Feb. 1,1967 

At a City Council meeting on 
Oct 25,1966, there was no offi¬ 
cial action taken on the propos¬ 
al to have the Police Depart 
menl operate the emergency 
service, but the city went for¬ 
ward with its purchase of two 
regular patrol cars and two sta¬ 
tion wagons from Dick Lewis 
Ford, 

The station wagons would be 
used as patrol cars for regular 
operation to be called upon in 
case of emergency as ambu¬ 
lances. 

Marshall Schaefer, a Rotari- 
an and ambulance committee 
member, told the City Council 
that at least S3,000 would be 
pledged by local organizations 
to supply the wagons with the 
necessary emergency equip¬ 
ment. 

The City Council decided to 
go forward with the plan on 
Nov 22,1966, and said the ser¬ 
vice would begin on Jan. 1,1967. 

From that point, several arti¬ 
cles ran in the Vacaville 

Reporter, asking citizens to con¬ 
tribute whatever they could to 
the cause. In the Nov. 23,1966, 
issue of the newspaper there 
was even a coupon printed for 
readers to fill out and return 


wiih ;t chock supporting 'he 
movt'munL 

It w.r f|f , Oec. 27,1966, that 
the City Council decided the 
service would start on Feb. 1, 

1967 At the ; mne time, the coun¬ 
cil declared the cost for each 
u*e would be $25 for trip* to 
Intercommunity Hr, | , n 
I- a 1 r fi e I d — now N r, rt h I lay Med¬ 
ical Center— or David Grant 
Medical Center on Travis Air 
Force Base. Beyond FairlieId, 
there would be a charge of $1 
per each additional mile. 

The Reporter’s series of arti¬ 
cles produced a total of $500 in 
contributions, ranging from $1 
U> $100, 

At a City Council meeting on 
■Jan 24,1967, just a week before 
the service was expected to 
begin, Schaefer presented the 
city with a check for $3,508, 
more than enough to cover the 
cost of the emergency equip 
ment. The additional funds 
were used to help the city cover 
the cce: of having purchased sla 
tion wagons instead of standard 
patrol cars. 

1 e new service was to be 
used on an emergency basis 
only and was not intended to 
replace Vacaville Ambulance, 
the existing private service. 
Anyone wishing to use an ambu¬ 
lance for anything but an emer¬ 
gency would have to make 
arrangements with Vacaville 
Ambulance or another private 
firm. 

Also, if an accident were to 
happen on the highway but 
within the Vacaville city limits, 
the California Highway Patrol 
said it would call a private firm 
first, using the police ambu¬ 
lances only as a backup if more 
were needed. 

Today, Vacaville has an 
ambulance at each of the city’s 
four fire stations. 


Flames on ridge 
believed controlled 


raging fire on the tinder 
dry Blue Ridge was 
believed under control 
today alter it burned 
over 2,000 acres in about 40 
hours. 

“Definitely man-made,’’ 
according to Vacaville Fire Chief 
Warren Hughes, the fire started 
too far back in the thick brush of 
Mil ler Canyon Lo have been of 
accidental origin, he said. 

After more than 200 men were 
summoned u> fight the flames for 
two days and two nights, the eom- 
binahon of back lire- bulldozers 
and airplanes finally succeeded 
in halting the fire. 

Airplanes which dropped bunts 
on the (in* line Tuesday aftenveo 
amievimu ■.ii tuallyprovedrneffee 
11 w < h a T | lughes said, because the 
terrain is too mugh 

The fi re crews 1 main weapon 
proved to Ik* hulldo/t bur of 
which were used to scrap paths 
enabling jeeps and men to enter 
the area 

The Blue Ridge lire, which 
started Tuesday at about 1 j> m . 
was 01 n• 1 a at It nsl three in this 
urea believed deliberately ft by 
arsonists, 

At 2 a m Tuesday a grass lire 
on the Peter Forrello ranch in 
Allendale was caused by a home 
made bomb los.sed into the field, 
Allendale Fire Chief Buck Den¬ 
nis reported. 

Witnesses heard a loud explo¬ 
sion and saw flames shoot up 30 
Icet Firemen found a bottle with 
a w ick in it at the site after the 
fire was secured 

At 5:45 a tn Wednesday a 
grass lire started out in a field 
owned by Herb West on < in- 
telow rood. Chief Hughes doubts 
that the fire started an identally. 

After the worst fire disaster in 
years hit the I p i ounly area 
over the ] c f >av ■ • • 1 1 ml 


many Vacaville area residents 
anxiously w atched the Blue 
Ridge fire into the late hours 
Tuesday night, fearing that sud¬ 
den strong winds might drive the 
flame into populated sections. 

Units front Vacaville, Rio 
Vista, the Suisun District, Elmira 
and Gordon Valley were 
deployed against the ridge fire. 
They were directed by C.E. 

Green, county fire coordinator, 
and Chief Hughes, in whose dis¬ 
trict the area Lies. 

About 100 local men had been 
called upon to battle the flames 
in the difficult terrain V\ ednes 
clay afternoon crews totaling 
nearly 150 men arrived from the 
Stale Division of Forestry. 

Wednesday at 8 pm, after the 
flames were believed mostly 
under control, one pocket “blew 
up" and forced renewed effort - 
to halt the threat 

By Thursday morning a line 
around the fire apparently was 
bidding. Chief Hughes said "The 
fire is under control, but defi¬ 
nitely not secured,” he reported 
He thanked the public lor its 
assistance during the hectic (*-n 
fxl , noting that w omen brought 
sandwiches lo fire crews and men 
arrived at the scene to voiunioer 
their servici We used them, 

too,” I i ughtW a * know lodged 
At no time has the ndgt f 1 , r 
threatened homes in the Pleas¬ 
ants Valley area. Hughes said 
Although flames at tiroes moved 
close to buildings, men .md 
equipment were always on th ( . 
scene, ready to control the Am 
he pointed out 

Among the propggftgg 
involved in tit* i n * .... > > 

P‘<> r ■ V ■ittfU, 1 t. 

Reihl. V\ • -1 imsn, Newkirk m*A 

** . 9 I 4 X 

l^thlan nachw 

■ 1 * , 

;%u 


» ™ 





























WWW.BARBERAUTO.COM 






I 


mtesur 

riw 


» j m 




HYUNDAI OF 
fAMClD 

1525 Holiday Ln. 
■1-80 & Travis Blvd.) 


NISSAN OF 
FABFDJ1 

1525 holiday Ln. 
(1-80 & Travis Blvd.) 




BARBER'S UAUUQ 


CAR SALES 

2575 Magellan Rd. 

Fairfield 


TOYOTA 

2545 Magellan Rd 
Alongside 1-80 


MTSUUSM/BUZU 

4335/4345 
Sonoma Blvd. 


BARBER S VALLEJO 
DQ0GE/BAHH8R 

masmm 

4325 Sonoma Blvd 



USED CARS 

3901 Sonoma Blvd 

V 


I P i f *V 
ol Tv \ KJ 


E-MAl US DIRECT AT 


hyundoinissan@barberauto.com 


fvtoycto@b-irberauto.com barbervailejo@barberauto.com 

_ - - — I -ipr - —■ ' m-mm-r—. ■- - ™*** * umm “ ' 1> M' H H ■ I III 'III '■* -» 

i . "** 

( - - 




































REPORTER 


Sor*l •.«.». i>* ••• t> t 26 • 


15 


1960-1969 


\\ IE PAS l Cl:NTtj»y 


* 


Redevelopment Throws City Into Spin 

Urban renewal forces 

4 lean sweep/ recall 


V * 

St 

: 


as 


Roberts 

^^T he Repor ter 

caviHe's gentlemanly 
style of city politics w 
swept aside in 1962 
when a trio of small 
business owners led a charge 
gainst downtown redevelop- 
raent and won a stunning City 
Council victory. 

The April election of eleclri- 
I cal contractor Noland Bagley, 
poultry shop owner Bueford 
-Moore and auto parts store 
operator Berton Hassing also 
would be the start of Vacaville s 
most contentious period of city 
politics. 

“After taking an early lead." 
read the account in an extra edi¬ 
tion of The Reporter on April 
11,1962, “the trio swept to a 
clear-cut victory over incum¬ 
bent CounciJmen Richard Grif¬ 
fin, Michael Gonzalez and John 
hi, Moriel." 

There was no doubt in the 
minds of the victors that they 
had a voter mandate to stop the 
former council's plan for its 
redevelopment agency to buy up 
and tear down 36 buildings in 
the heart of Vacaville. 

Judging by the votes, they 
were right Moore received 1,410 
votes, followed by Bagley with 
1,344 and Hassing at 1,143 votes. 
The closest incumbent was 
Richard Griffin with 762 votes. 

The election changed the 
balance of power For several 
generations, the town’s promi 
nent business leaders consid¬ 
ered it a civic duty to serve on 
the council as well as the local 


school board. 

But by the end of (lie 1950s. 
Vacaville was no longer a 
sleepy little ranchinglown With 
a population that had tripled in 
a decade, Vacaville was becom¬ 
ing a place to invest, speculate 
and make money So much had 
changed in 10years. Many peo¬ 
ple had yet to fully absorb the 
galloping changes going on. 

As a result, a deepening 
political rift started to show by 
the end of the 1950s Small busi¬ 
ness owners such as Bagley, 
Moore and Hassing viewed the 
City Council and its ring of influ¬ 
ential supporters that included 
the Nut Tree restaurant, The 
Reporter and many of the town's 
wealthier business people, with 
distrust and resentment 

“The City Council and those 
around them, the business peo¬ 
ple. were risk takers willing to 
invest in properly and had the 
money to do it," said Mike Con¬ 
ner, now a Vacaville insurance 
agency owner who was the city’s 
commercial office manager and 
elected city clerk in 1962. 

“There was a perception that all 
the guys on the City Council 
were making money because 
they were in the know'.’’ 

The three new councilmem- 
bers were well supported in this 
view as the results of the 1962 
election show. It was about 
redevelopment as well as who 
was running the show in Vaca¬ 
ville. 

The shift in power began 
with the 1960 city elections 
when insurance and real estate 
agency owner Leland Collins 
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Noland Bagley 


&er1on Hassing 


An extra edition of The Reporter on April 11,1962, reports on the victory of redevelopment foes. 


unseated incumbent Arnold 
Clark, a successful local build¬ 
ing contractor. 

Although on the losing end of 
many 4-1 votes for the next two 
years, Collins had touched a 
nerve in the Vacaville elec¬ 
torate. He didn’t like govern¬ 
ment, questioned the gentle¬ 
man's council and was wary of 
socialistic motivations behind 
the proposed redevelopment 
project. He joined his newly 
elected colleagues in their 
efforts to turn out the old guard 
and stop redevelopment. 

Championed as “the people s 


choice,' Bagley rolled into 
office with a ull steam of public 
support and was quickly elected 
mayoi by his council colleagues. 
An intelligent businessman with 
many new ideas for the city, 
Bagley also had a larger-than- 
life personality that could 
inspire loyalty as well as incite 
antagonism. 

Collins and Bagley shared a 
rough and tumble style not seen 
before in Vacaville politics. 

The new mayor wasted no 
time testing his new power, A 4- 
1 vote council vote sought to dis¬ 
miss the members of the Rede¬ 


velopment Agency as the first 
step in stopping the downtown 
renewal project The action 
slowed but did not kill the plan 
A few lawsuits kept the project 
on hold until it finally died in 
late 1963. 

The mayor and his majority 
continued their “clean sweep” 
campaign through City Hall, 
replacing just about everyone in 
management except the com¬ 
mercial office manager, the fire 
chief and the city attorney. 

Councilman Hassing defend¬ 
ed their actions as appropriate 
(See Renewal, Page 18) 


By Cynthia Roberts 

Sp ecia l to The Reporter 

n the spirit of progress, 

Vacaville political leaders 
embraced urban renewal 

to bring new life to an aging 
business district. 

But in their enthusiasm for 
things modern and new busi¬ 
ness opportunities, they 
attempted to push along a plan 
for Vacaville's downtown that 
overlooked many of the small 
property owners in its path, 

"If the project doesn't go 
through, you will see shopping 
centers on the east and south 
and the downtown will die, ' 
said Arnold Clark, former city 
councilman and recentlv 
appointed member of the rede¬ 
velopment agency in 1961 
But another group in town, 
the Cme Affairs Study Group, 
circulated a pamphlet on urban 
renewal, calling it "a socialist 
scheme to confiscate private 
property." 

“Redevelopment was a 
frightening set of words It 
looked like government x I 
able to take your property and 
sell it to someone else to make 
more money.” recalled Walter 
Graham. V atari lie city manager 
from 1966 to 1984. 

The ambitious plan set out 
by the agency encompassed an 
area that included Vacaville's 
oldest commercial buildings. 
Beginning on the south side of 
(See City splits. Page VKi 
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In 1961 Hasqvarna announced the higgesi sewing machine umowitton up u 
then the llusqvnma 2000, an easy-to-use sewing machine with acta* coded 
tings and automatic feed for elastic stitches. And clastic stitches were v ‘ i: a * u 
world quickly came to need new stretchable falnics required stretch ibk* stitches 

1 Stretch and knit tahnes vieie what the public 

wanted 
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Bowling 

alley set 
to open 

hr finishi ilk'l our has si nr 
now ijoing on sit the 
Vara Bowl. locator! at 
the corner of Mason 
Smvt and tho rravis Hoad, with 
rr, -ports of the opening of Hie 16 
tunc project on Saturday, Oct. 29, 
according to Manager.lira 
Owens. 

The place is a beehive of 
aclivitj as rraftsmen are rushing 
to complete their phases of the 
huge recreation center. Owens 
has said that (he finest equips 
inent manufactured by the 
Brunswick Company is going into 
the building to give bowlers the 
latest innovations in this sport. 

Throughout the huge building 
ik) expense has been spared in 
providing the finest, as in the all- 
tiled rest rooms, the elaborate 
fire sprinkling system, the 
asbestos ceilings, the furniture 
for the bar and restaurant, the 
cooling and heating system and 
the lighting of the interior. 

The spacious dining area, 
which overlooks the 16 lanes, 
pll have room for approximate¬ 
ly 70 people, to be served at 
either a counter or tables. In 
another section of the building, 
adjacent to the dining area, is the 
elaborate bar, beautified with 
planter areas. 

; Owens said that he will place 
emphasis on cleanliness and will 
hi re the personnel to keep the 
pl ace as clean as possible. Over 
20 people will be hired to oper¬ 
ate the entire bowling a 1 ley pro¬ 
ject 

The Reporter 
Oct 14,1960 
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Eldredg 


e retires 


from ‘her 



Reporter Hie photo 

Garland Dunham (left), Jo Ann Garcia (center) and Annie Casper visit the 
Vacaville Art League Gallery in 1969, nearly four years after it opened. 

Art League opens gallery 


A house located at 718 E. Monte 
Vista Ave., next to Andrews 
Park, is being converged into the 
Vacaville Art Gallery by mem¬ 
bers of the Vacaville Art League. 

When completed, the gallery will not 
only display work oflocal artists, but will 
feature one-man shows o; Northern Cali¬ 
fornia artists. The building will be a 
meeting place for the league and art 
classes. It will, in addition, house work¬ 
rooms. 

The league s biggest expense — $1200 
— was to have the house completed 
rewired and new light fixtures inside and 
outside installed. Money came from the 
Art League’s rummage sale (which need¬ 
ed $650), and through donations received 
from the Soroptimist Club ($100); Frank 
McKevitt HI, member who donated $25; 
Toastmistress ( dub; Pi Xi Chapter of Beta 
Sigma Phi. Self Improvement Society, 
and Blanche Engle, member. 


Material recently donated includes a 
sign by the Nut Tree restaurant; carpet 
for the East Gallery by California Sample 
Furniture Co.; carpet for the West 
Gallery by Lloyd Chandler Furniture Co.; 
light fixtures and labor by Art Dietz Elec¬ 
tric; cleaning and miscellaneous supplies 
by Vacaville Grocery; flooring for the 
entry hall by Amphletts, and lumber to 
replace a porch by Diamond National. 

The outside of the building is painted 
an autumn wheat trimmed with white. 
Two main galleries, a children’s gallery 
and a workroom have been painted, and 
left to paint are the kitchen area and 
workshop, two bathrooms, and the back 
porch, which also needs to be repaired. 
The opening date will also depend on 
street construction of Monte Vista 
Avenue. 

The Reporter 
Oct. 28,1965 


M - rs. Esther Eldrcdge, who has become more a part of the Vacaville 
Library than the thousands of books that line its shelves, is about to 
turn a page on a service she has rendered to the community for more 
than 20 years. | 

Friday, July 1, Librarian Esther El dredge will retire. 

Since 1945, Librarian Esther Eldrcdge, known for her ready wit, her bound¬ 
less energy and constant willingness to put a finger on any book in “her” library, 
has sat at the top of the small stairway leading to the hall of books. She has seen’ 
many of the youngsters she has helped, mature, go on to college, and gain profes¬ 
sions. 

She has “shhhh”ed as many youngsters who break the silence of the library 
as she has delighted others with her experiences in life, which she seems to 
delight in telling. 

And when not cataloguing new volumes, she has scoured the community for 
fresh flowers, which she has used to grace the two large windows of the library. 
Not too much “scouring” was necessary, however, as many persons were eager to 
give Mrs. Eldredge fresh flowers for her displays. 

Coincidentally, the library building in which Mrs. Eldredge has served for 
many years, was constructed by her father, the late George H. Sharpe. In a week¬ 
ly column Mrs. Eldredge once wrote for the Vacaville Reporter — part communi 
ty news and part library news — she said of her father: “Newcomers may think 
that I boast, but oldtimers will know that I state only facts when I say that all of 
his buildings were constructed to withstand time. 

They may go out of style but otherwise all they 
will need is new paint, They make earth¬ 
quakes and hurricanes humble, and a 
cyclone would go around one of his build¬ 
ings to save its pride." 

There have been only four librarians 
since the Carnegie Library was built in 
1915. The first was Nan Reese, who serve 
for 12 years, until her marriage to John 
Morris. Mrs. Pearl Moore then assumed 
the duties and held the position for 18 
years. She retired and Mrs. Lillian Weldon 
took over. 

Mrs. Eldredge then became the librarian in 1945, 
after working in a Vacaville farm labor office.... 

By Richard Rico, The Reporter 

' June 23,1966 

Esther Eldredge, daughter of promi¬ 
nent local contractor George Sharpe, 
was city librarian for 21 years in a 
building her father built. 
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Al ways A Car Buf 


m 


road 


‘All work and no play, doesn't make a 
good clay”, according to Monty 
Wilson who loves to go four 
wheeling! Monty and his family 
enjoy weekend outings in their 
1970 CJ5 Jeeep. One of their off 
road excursions was the Rubican 
Trail between Placerviile and South 
Lake Tahoe; a trail enjoyed by many off 
enthusiasts. Monty was also essential in helping organize the Delta 4X4 CLub. 
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windows and doors from 
California Window 
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CMF approach: 

Prison not end, 

but beginning 


N i'v strides ar<- bcim 

mad* hi the Californio 
Medical Facility in 
experimental ways of 
M’l'.iiiid hi of i lu state's felons 
Aiiioii". (hern is the recently 
.tniloimeed N VS \ research pro 
gram only oneofovcroO 
research programs that have 
been conducted fit the Medical 
Fat tlity and (he widely-rocog 
nisad art program that, accord* 
ing to * IMF spokesman, has 
evolved [<>r many inmates "com¬ 
plete! v now outlooks toward 
life." 

I Inder the stewardship of Dr 
William Keating Jr., this institu¬ 
tion, the psychiatric center serv¬ 
ing the 11 units of the Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections, has 
received national recognition 
lor its leadership in the devel¬ 
opment of new approaches to 
old problems in the treatment of 
men with emotional problems. 

Dr. Keating feels that "prison 
need not always be an end. but 
can sometimes be a beginning." 

This week at the facility, men 
are engaged in all sorts of cre¬ 
ative aciivily that keeps their 
minds and hands occupied 
They are preparing for the facil- 
ifv’s Fall Fine Arts Show, which 

s< 

opens to the public Thanksgiv 
ing Day and continues through 
Dec. 8. 

Not only the artists are at 
work — many departments of 


t tie pro on hospital arc involved 
HI I ho preparations for the 
forlln inmiit; show Not the least 
of these is tin 1 central arts 
depart inept, under the direction 
oflAJ.E Norton. 

Under the continuous super¬ 
vision of Id. Norton, the central 
arts program has been in effect 
since 1900. It boasts a staff of 
inmate commercial and line 
Artists. Some of t hem achieved 
professional stature before com¬ 
ing to prison, while others have 
been trained at the facility. 

The work of the department 
affects mav stale functions. This 
unusual workshop operation 
designs and produces displays, 
fine and commercial art of vari¬ 
ous types, brochures, murals, 
signs, show cards — in fact, any¬ 
thing (hat might be found in an 
"outside" commercial studio. 

Its services affect not only 
the activities of the Medical 
Facility, (hey extend to other 
tax-supported institutions, such 
as the local school board 
( ‘hails, graphs and other illus¬ 
trative materials are designed 
and produced for the Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections, as well as 
for other departments of Cali¬ 
fornia's state government. No 
commercial work is done that 
competes with outside civilian 
enterprise. 

The Reporter 

Nov. 14,1963 


Newspaper fights 
death row at CMF 


L eg i sja t i on is c urrenUy, 

under c f'sideration in ■ 
Sacramento which pro- 
f poses '.i allow the 
Department c "Corrections to 
house prisoners awaiting execu¬ 
tion at California Medical Facil¬ 
ity in Vacaville. 

Thi Vacaville Reporter 
today sent telegrams to our area 
legislators, State Sen. John F. 
McCarthy and Assemblyman 
John Dunlap, strongly opposing 
he legislation. The telegram 
reads: 

“The Vacaville Reporter vig¬ 
orously opposes the establish¬ 
ment of'death row’ at the Cali- 
ornia Medical Facility at 
Vacaville Such action would be 
creaking fa*»b with the resi¬ 
dents of the community. We ask 
your wholehearted support in 
opposing such legislation." 

Legislation has been pro¬ 
posed to allow Sirhan B. Sirhan, 
convicted killer of Sen. Robert 
Kennedy and sentenced to 
death in the California gas 
chamber, be held here awaiting 
execution. Present law requires 
oersons sentenced to death in 
he gas chamber be held on 
death row at San Quentin 
pj i -on, nowhere else, except for 


* 1- f P"jr> f I ■ ♦ | ■ « 4 I 1 . 1 1 i I ' " ' 

psychiatric reasons. 

Hearings were held in Vacav¬ 
ille pnor to establishment of a 
prison here. The proposal pre¬ 
sented to this community was to 
establish a rehabilitation and 
segregation facility here. It was 
not to establish a death row' 
Moderate opposition was 
raised during those hearings. 
Strong opposition would have 
been raised at that lime, as now, 
by the vast majority of our citi¬ 
zens had the proposal been to 
establish a death row here. 

i'o pass legislation at this 
point that would result in a 
death row being established at 
California Medical Facility 
would thus be breaking the faith 
with the residents of our com¬ 
munity. 

If security at San Quentin 
Prison’s death row is inade¬ 
quate to protect Sirhan B. 
Sirhan, or anyone else sen¬ 
tenced to die ui the state’s gas 
Chamber, alter the number of 
years it has been there, we 
would not want to expose our 
community to the th eat of a 
new experiment here. 

Editorial, The Reporter 
April 24,1969 


Zodiac killer’s threats 
force police action 


V acaville police chief 
James Lehman con¬ 
ferred with District 
Superintendent of 
Schools Robert Pokomy this 
morning to coordinate proi*sc 
non of school busses in the 
wake of a threat by a Bay Area 
killer of five that he was going to 
ivlay a school bus and shoot 
children, 

"All busses in the Vacaville 

bool district will be protected 

by Vacaville police officers ” 
Lehman announced. 

L*durian alsocommented that 
rumors about the so-called Zndi 
;k. killer are "vinous and only 
( ,u <• panic. Any rumor about 
the la 1 ler can confirmed or 
denied by placing a call lo Ihe 
u a\ tile Police Department 

OiH phone number i . 448 6262 


Citizens will be told the truth; 
nothing will be withheld.” 

Lehman urged parents not to 
follow school busses, as it 
“would only confuse the issue, 
Our officers would be forced to 
challenge any such vehicle, 
despite a parent’s good inten¬ 
tions" 

The police chief further 
urged that parents "know where 
their children are at all times, 

and instill m them the need to 

stay in populated areas . . and 
especially to stay away from 
‘lovers lane’ situations." 

Solano County sheriffs offi¬ 
cios are “giving full protection" 
lo count) bust the office* of 
education reports. 

The Reporter 
Oct. 20,1969 



Reporter fiie photo 

A proposed $42 million renewal project shown in model above was scrapped after the “clean sweep” election In 1962. 


Renewal effort forces recall 


(Continued from Page 15) 
for any newly elected democratic regimen 
wanting to eliminate the appointees of the 
last administration. 

The Planning Commission also was 
revamped. The council dismissed six mem¬ 
bers and reduced the number of commis¬ 
sion seats from nine to five because it was 
"too cumbersome,” according to coverage 
in the June 14,1962 edition of he 
Reporter. Although Berlon Massing 
claimed he had “ no personal ax to grind," 
he pointed out that most of the commission 
members had campaigned all out — and at 
least one member house to-house — "in a 
vigorous effort to perpetuate the former 
City Council.” 

The council majority also stood behind 
Bagley’s idea to seek changes lo the pro¬ 
posed westbound offramp on Interstate 80 
at Monte Vista Avenue. 

They voted for a design change done by 
Bagley, which infuriated the opposition led 
by the Nut Tree. The first design plan 
approved by the previous council would 
better serve traffic flow to the growing 
restaurant complex. 

The mayor ran newspaper ads lo rally 
support for his plan and raising questions 
about the safety of “the Nut Tree plan.” 

Long and combative meetings ensued, 
including a testy meeting of the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

“Robert Power, a co-owner of the Nut 
Tree, contended that Bagley’s design pro¬ 
posal is an effort to put the Nut Tree out of 
business for political purposes," according 
to The Reporter’s c overage of the cham¬ 
ber’s meeting. 

The Nut Tree pushed back harder at 
Bagley's plan, buying its own full-page ads 
in support of the approved state plan. Com¬ 
pany employees and supporters to packed 
the council chambers at hearings on the 
plan. On a cold December evening, 400 peo¬ 
ple, many standing outside and listening to 
a public address system, heard one speaker 
after another argue and fight with the 
mayor and the council for four hours. 

Bagley disputed that any personal 
grudge against the Nut Tree was behind his 
plan as charged by his opponents. As he 
said repeatedly during his tenure in office, 
he was looking out for the whole of Vacav¬ 
ille and not just certain special interests. 


“At times you would think: 

'Well never get through this / 
(People) just wanted to he able 
to live their lives without this 
constant controversy showing 
up in the newspaper and on the 
streets of downtown ” 

Mike Conner 


But he picked an issue not just in the 
hands of the city but the state and federal 
government as well. Funds were allocated, 
land contracts set and groundwork started. 
After keeping mum on the issue during the 
December 1962 city hearings, the state 
Department of Highways simply informed 
Vacaville officials in early February it was 
sticking to the original design. 

The failed offramp fight was the icing on 
the recall cake. The controversy galvanized 
the opposition in their outrage over the 
conduct and decisions of Bagley and 
Collins, although a 4-1 council majority had 
backed the pair. 

On Feb. 11,1963, an attorney from the 
Recall Yes Committee stood before the City 
Council and took the unprecedented step 
of serving recall notices to Mayor Bagley 
and Councilman Collins. 

In 24 hours, 900 signatures were collect¬ 
ed for each of the two recall petitions. 
Recall Election Day was set for May 28, 

1963. 

While the Recall Yes Committee cam¬ 
paigned against Bagley and Collins in 
newspaper ads, the controversial mayor 
and his supporters started The Equalizer 
newsletter to print stories they believed 
The Reporter refused to cover, (The Equal¬ 
izer was the precursor to the Vacaville Sen¬ 
tinel, an alternative newspaper Bagley 
started alter recall for the same reasons.) 

The recall battle split (he town wide 
open, causing brothers not to speak, friends 


and families lo take sides and left deep 
personal and political wounds. 

On recall day, 87 percent of voters 
turned out. casting a total of 2,672 votes, 
Bagley held on to his job by seven votes. 
Collins survived by 170 votes. 

A letter to the editor in The Reporter's 
Feb, 14,1963, edition raised a question that ^ 
may point to why the recall was not suc¬ 
cessful. 

“We possibly do not all agree with their 
very actions, but do we scream ‘recall’ 
when their decisions displease us?” wrote 
M.K. Marsh. 

By 1964, the City Council was tempered 
when Collins was defeated in his re-elec¬ 
tion bid. Ironically, Ted Chancellor, a 
Bagley Planning Commission appointee, 
and I toy Brown o'Leisure Town, each 
received exactly the same number of votes. 
They ushered in a more conciliatory age of 
city politics. 

Bagley still had the votes lo be selected 
mayor and the new councilmembers decid¬ 
ed to respect that majority. 

“ l know a great many people who are 
disappointed in our choice of mayor last 
night,” said Chancellor in a press release to 
The Reporter April 23,1964. “These are 
some of the very people who say they want 
civility in Vacaville,” 

In October 1965, Bagley resigned from 
the council. Moore wasn't interested in run¬ 
ning for re-election, while Massing would 
continue lo serve on the council. 

By 1970, Collins had sold his business 
and moved away. 

“At times you would think: Well never 
get through this,’ ” recalled Conner who 
c lose not to run for City Clerk in 1964 and 
sought employment in the private sector. 
“(People) just wanted to be able to live 
their lives without this constant controver¬ 
sy showing up in the newspaper and on the 

streets of downtown.” 

The 1962 City Council changed Vaca 
ville’s old guard politics forever and ush¬ 
ered in the city management form of gov 
ernment. Adopted in 1966 at the request of 
newly promoted City Manager Waller Gra¬ 
ham. it required department heads report 
only to the city manager who then deals 
directly with the counci Imcnibers, creating 
a more professional atmosphere in which 
carry out the people’s business. 


City splits over renewal struggle ♦♦♦ 

woman heckled the agency staff, planning 


(Continued from Page 15) 

Main Street at Davis Street, the area 
extended west to Merchant Street, down 
Merchant to Mason Street and east back up 
to Davis Street. A total of 47 buildings were 
in the area, of which 20 were private resi¬ 
dences. 

All but nine of the buildings would be 
torn down. Property owners would be paid 
fair market value win I* business and 
homeowners would be given compensation 
for moving. Vacaville had won approval 
from the federal government for $1,2 mil¬ 
lion to invest in rebuilding the sib*. 

Despite reassurances of the agency's 
staff that the government would give them a 
fair deal, many property owners were dis¬ 
trustful. 

Western Auto Parts store owner Bert 
Ha«sing who would be elected to the coun¬ 
cil in the big Upset election of 1962, fired off 
one ofthe first letters to the editor that 
summed up opposition lo the plan: “Can 
you move your newspaper to another build¬ 
ing chosen by the Redevelopment Agency 
for tin sum of $3,000 which is their top 
offer? You can't move for $15,000 and nei 
thercan I,” said Massing in the July 14, 

1961, edition. “If we have higher rents and 
more taxes to face in the next 20 years, we 
merchants will never be able lo compete 
price wise.” 


Agency members, appointed by the City 
Council, naively believed it was just a mat 
tor of letting people know how and when 
their property would be purchased 

The power to call a person’s home 
"blighted" and deem it unfit for renovation 
was insulting as well as frightening for 
many of Vacaville’s Spanish and Italian 

families who owned homes in the project 
area. 

Poultry shop owner and soon to be (,‘ity 
ouncllman Bueford Moore shared their 
tear. As a child, he had watched his wid¬ 
owed mother fight the federal government 
as it tried lo lake the family ranch and pay 
$800 less than what was owed for it. 

What riled up redevelopment opposition 
even more was word that Vacaville Devel¬ 
opment Inc., made up ofthe Nut Tree faun 
ly members, was planning a $700,000 motel 
development for the targeted area. 

At its October 1961 informational meet¬ 
ing, the redevelopment agency presented 
the Mason Davis renewal project as if it 
were a done deal. Rather it was the begin¬ 
ning ol a community backlash that would 
result In the 1962 sweep ofthe City council 

regime and a mandate to end redevelop¬ 
ment. 

Attending property owners questioned 
"fair market value" and the worthiness of 
tearing down their buildings When a 


consultant Leon Rimov responded by 
ti lling the audience, "If you don't want any¬ 
thing done, go to your council and tell them 
you want the town to rot " 

Blanche Rogers, who would become a 
Staunch opponent, was one of the few to 
note the historical importance ofthe Main 
Street Rebekah Lodge of which she was an 
active member. When Rogers looked at the 
pictures in the RedevelopmentAgOUCy 
office on Main Street, she declared in a 
story in The Reporter: “It makes me mad. 
People just can’t be shoved around.” 

Despite the council election upset in 
April 1962 that sent redevelopment sup 
porter* packing, the renewal project died a 

slow death 

Lawsuits and counter suits filed by both 
sides failed to resolve the issue 

At last, in the fall of 1963, agency mem¬ 
bers agreed to first dissolve the project and 
then resign from the agency. They had 

Warned iedevelopment opponents th it 

$8o,(XH) invested by the federal government 

Would have to be paid bark by the ep\ 

Redevelopment wouldn’t return to 

Vacaville for neaily 20 year* And after 
more than hi sears ol ie,i:t n> t its 
money back, ill* tedeial covrrmm m fin tlK 
gave up. 
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Modern retirement livin 

Seniors I “T - 

• ■ S • 

community 

1 

opens doors 



An aerial view shows early construction at what would become Leisure Town. 


Reporter file pfiotctt 



Helge Harms (left) and Tony Syar, construction partners In Leisure 
Town, hold a rendering of what the community would become. 


By Sally Miller Wyatt 
Special to The Reporter 

eisure Town — an entire¬ 
ly new concept for the 
times — attracted hum 
dreds of older, retired 
homeowners during the early 
1960s 

The new community for 
those SO and older, on the out¬ 
skirts of Vacaville, was touted 
in a July 1962 Reporter story as 
the “largest private develop¬ 
ment of its kind in the country " 

Reporter subscribers by that 
lime had been reading about 
the Leisure Town concept for 
more than two years. A Febru¬ 
ary 1960 article revealed that 
plans to build the first 200 of 
more than 800 homes would 
begin soon. 

Leisure Town would be a 
“future recreational city," the 
article noted, probably a “city 
nto itself,’ boasting such 
amenities as its own shopping 
center, as well as an executive 
golf course. A shopping area 
would anchor the town hall, 
which would be surrounded by 
pools, an arts and crafts build¬ 
ing. a church site, professional 
offices and a fire station. 

Construction began on the 
model homes by the fall of 1960 
and workers were “racing 
against the rains Developers 
also hoped to complete “six 
homes a day over the next six 
years" 

The golf course officially 
opened Oct 28,1960, but by 
March 1961, the golf course was 
expanded to a full 18 holes 

In October 1962, a story' in 
The Reporter updating the 
progress of the construction 
noted that if all homes were 
built as planned. Leisure Town 
could add 8,000 people to 
Vacaville’s population, raising 
the area total to as many as 
20,000 residents. 

Readers also learned that 
architects intended to include 
“gas lights at the end of each 
driveway,” to create “a more 
residential atmosphere than 
standard street lightsT The 
amenity was expected to add 
about 60 cents a month to a 
homeowner’s gas bill. 

Model homes opened for 


public viewing in mid-Novem- 
her 1962, and they drew 
“throngs’ of interested buy ers 
In fact, 15 houses already had 
been sold by that time. 
Although no formal ceremonies 
were held, it was estimated that 


II I 
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see these new homes. 

Leisure Town officially 
opened in late November 1962. 
An advertisement in The 
Reporter noted that the homes 
were to feature full air condi 
tioning and central gas heating, 
shake roofs with wide over 
hangs, insulated ceilings, a 
kitchen pantry, large linen clos 
ets, a snack bar in the kitchen 
and lawns in the front and rear, 
with prices for both homes and 
apartments ranging from 
$10,000 to $17,000 

By February 1963, more than 
150 families had purchased 
homes in the new community. 
Leisure Town houses w ere sell¬ 
ing so welt it was later 
announced that 300 more 
homes would be built. A 
groundbreaking was held for 
the new, 8.CK©-square foot shop 
ping center, and plans were 
unveiled for an apartment com¬ 
plex. 

The Nut Tree, in an effort to 
"spread the welcome mat" for 
its new neighbors, held a spe¬ 
cial gathering in April 1963. A 
Reporter photograph in July 
1963 welcomed some of Leisure 


Town’s first residents — Mr. 
and Mrs. William Walmulh of 
Oakland and Mr. and Mrs. John 
Crossfield of San Francisco. 

Within months, Leisure 
Town residents, hardly idling 
away their retirement years, 
already were making an impact 
on the area An August 1963 
Reporter article noted that a 
group to boost civic action was 
being formed. The new Booster 
Club would be beaded up by 


Roy Brown and Eugene Out- 
man. 

Wi thin years, the area had 
become a "GOP stronghold," 
according to a November 1966 
Reporter article. By 1968, there 
were so many news items of 
note and activities to be 
announced in Leisure Town, 
that a regular feature called 
“Leisure Town larg,” edited by 
Marion Pratt, was running in 
The Reporter, 



Caped Vacaman 
comes Hying in 

to save the day 


L m 00 k... up in the sky... 
it’s a bird, it’s a plane 
... no, it’s Vacaman! 

A caped crusader in 
satin pants and all the other 
solid mahogany cliches that 
go with him is what a subcom¬ 
mittee of the Forward Vacav¬ 
ille committee envisions as a 
promotional scheme for 
Vacavilje, 

The committee revealed 
its plans at a Forward Vaca 
ville meeting last night The 
possibilities for "Vacaman’’ 
are endless, the members 
said, and they see him attend¬ 
ing public openings, ribbon 
cuttings, and being inconspic¬ 
uously present at city-wide 

events. “If a large public 

event is held, you can bet that 
Vacaman will get plenty of 
newspaper and television 
exposure,” it was reported. 
The committee further 
visioned their hero coming 
^ town in an appropriate car, 
complete with spotlights and 
cheering kids, lie would, for 
instance, be photographed 
trying on shoes at a shoe store 
opening, or eating 8 pizza at 
such a restaurant 


First a contest could be 
held among residents to 
determine what their 
benefactor should look 
like, as far as costume is 
concerned I hen when 
the costume is made, all 
that is needed is a young, 
energetic man who 
would be willing to wear 
it The ability to fly a la 
Superman would not be 
a requisite, the commit¬ 
tee indicated. 

The general idea for 
“Vacaman" received 
support by the For¬ 
ward Vacaville com¬ 
mittee last night, 
mainly because it 
appeared the subcom¬ 
mittee is determined 
to go ahead with it 

If successful, the 
idea could he 
expanded to more 
than one hero and 
who knows Gotham 
City Vacaville could 
have its own dynam- 
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This “hip 
swinger, ” 
shown in 
an Oct. 7, 
1968, 
Reporter 
story, was 
the result 
of a 
(Forward 
Vacaville 
Committee 
contest to 
promote city 
events. 


Sierra Children s 
opens its heart 
for kids in need 


By Barbara Smith 

Special to the Reporter 


C hildren who found them¬ 
selves orphaned, aban¬ 
doned or in need of protec¬ 
tion, even from their own 
parents, in the mid 1960s could find 
a haven in rural Vaca ville—the 
Sierra Children’s Home. 

Founded by the Church of 
Christ, the Sierra Children’s Home 
put to rest the negative, bleak per¬ 
ception of the conventional 
orphanage and welcomed unlucky 
children into a bright haven of 
love, nurturing and the stability of 
a structured family life. There was 
even a mum and a dad, as real ns 
these children could hope for, 
waiting for them. 

Located on 70 acres east of 
Ifartley’s Gum Grove on what Is 
now Midway Road, the land had 
300 pecan trees. Hie children 
raised their own com and beef. 
The campus consisted of two large 
homes with six bedrooms each, 
study rooms and dining rooms 
where children ate their meals 
fami ly style with their house pur- 
ents. The home was complete with 
a pony, nai led “Old Bomber." 

A feature story in The Reporter 
read: ‘The large linen closets built 
in the home were filled with 175 
handmade quilts contributed by 
women of the church." 

And the significant role of the 
house parents was poignantly 
illustrated in the handmade 
Christmas card a 9-year-old giri 
gave to her house father “Dear 
Daddy, I love you You are the only 
Daddy I ever had.” 

The home was built and sup¬ 
ported by the Church of Christ, 
which had 28 such homes operat¬ 
ing throughout the United States. 
But the community of Vacaville 
also did its share in helping the 
home. Circle D Horseman’s Asso¬ 
ciation held annual benefit shows. 


Retired teachers from Leisure 
I'own tutored children with spe¬ 
cial needs. A new set of silverware 
came from donated Betty Crocker 
coupons. Stamp books purchased 
a Volkswagen bus. 

The first home on the property 
was built by mostly volunteer 
labor and opened in October 1962. 

By October 1963, the home was 
providing shelter for eight child rei i 
who resided with Mr and Mis. 


Archie McCord, the first “house par 
ents.’’ Mrs, Margaret Keller, social 
services director for the home, told 
The Reporter, ‘These children are 
not delinquent—they are just emo¬ 
tionally upset... they’re wonderftil 
children. 

“Our plan is to return them to 
their homes whenever possible. 
But while they are here, we offer 
them seen rily and love away from 


home.’’ 

Construction of the second 
home was underway in the sum 
meroflMH 

By the end ofT965, both houses 
were filled to capacity. No further 
plans were made to expand 

In December 1982, Hie Remark 
restaurant sponsored a go I f tour¬ 
nament, raising $2,000 for play 
ground equipment for the home. 

In May 1983, the home's 25th 
birthday was celebrated. A large, 
striped tent was erected on the 
property’s pasture, with Nut Tree 
catering old-fashioned, ribbon- 
tied 1k>x lunches. 

Honored guests were Dow and 
Nora Stinnett Scliroedcr Nora 
Stinnett Sc breeder 

and her late husband, Perry 
Stinnett, had been instrumental in 
the founding of the home. Dow 
Schroader had served on the 
home's board for 25years. 

Elma Cannon, the widow of the 
home’s first executive director, 
Sherman L. Cannon, was flown in 
from Ix>s Angeles fur the occasion. 
Mary Lou Gustovsen, who served 
as the home's secretary for 18 
years, was also an honored guest 
Keynote speaker Michael C. 
Armour, president of Columbia 
Christian College of Portland, 

O lO., traced Christian involvement 
with child care back to early 
Roman history, when children 
often were al »aiidoncd mid Christ 
ian groups started “homes” for 
them 


Following the 1983 anniversary 
celebration, Siena Children's 
Home’s ownership and manage¬ 
ment changed as well as the focus 
of the home’s operatioa 

Hie home left the hands of the 
Church of Christ and was man 


aged by Agape Villages Inc. 

By 1996, children residing in 
Sierra Children’s Home were now 
“troubled teens,” In June of that 
year, two girls were arrested on 
suspicion of storting a fire that 
destroyed one of the cottages. 

In March 1999, Agape Villages 


changing its focus, which would 
require clearing out the teenagers 
presently living there and making 
way for new children with more 
manageable, simpler needs. 

“We realized that our resources 
could be better used if we focused 
our efforts on fa-' er care services 
instead of residential trc 11 j nent ser¬ 
vices,” said Dick Blythe, president 
of Agape Villages 

It was reported that once new 
residential treatment homes were 
found for the children residing 
there, and Die transi tion was com¬ 
plete, the existing campus would 
house more tlum 36 foster chil¬ 
dren. 

The home remains closed today. 


Paying for education concern 
at Sierra Children’s Home 


O rphaned children or not, 
tlie potential cost of edu¬ 
cating the children of 
Sierra Children’s Home 
became a debate so heated the 
controversy made the list ofHie 
Reporter's 'Top Ten News Events 
for 1960." 

Hie Airor erupted in < Wober 19601 
The land was purchased for 
$37500 by the Church of Chrid. The 
naster plan for the Vacaville home 
called forconstructing. over a 15- 
year period, several houses as weU 
as administrative t eligious, school 
and recreational facilities. A suc¬ 
cessful I fluid-raising campaign was 
underway, and it was time to break 
ground for the first home. 

Routine approvals, including a 
land use permit from the Solano 
County PI nnning Commission, were 
required prior to construction. 

No glitches were expected, 

After all. this was only about 
orphaned and displaced childre n 
being provided a home at the 
expense of the church. 

The Vacaville school board 
opposed Sierra Children's Home 
because it would be established in 
their district which would have to 
“bear the extra burden ofeducat 
ing children housed in a tax-free 
institution." 

Hie officials ofSt Paul’s United 
Methodist church took"sharp issue” 
with the school board, and urged the 
action of the trustees “be denounced 
by all Oiristians. If all the communi¬ 


ties reacted in this manner, public 
free education would be denied to 
orphaned children.” 

Dr. Paul Nielsen, president of 
the school board, told Hie 
Reporter “we never intended to 
stop construction of the Sierra 
Children’s Home." 

He explained Unit the school dis¬ 
trict lacked Uie facilities and funds 
for additional students. They merely 
wanted the directors of the home to 
make education provisions for the 
children housed Uie re 

Within a week. Sierra < hi|- 
drcn's Home directors and school 
board members met, and an 
agreement was reached. 

Nielsen emphasized that “the 
board was not backing down 
under pressure because of the 
flirorwhich resulted from ils or im 
nal stand" n ®' 

District Superintendent Fred 

L Patterson explained that 
because the home was the proper 
ty of the church, it was not subject 
to property taxes, and local tax 
payers would have to bear a 
“healthy sum in the event of a 
large enrollment from the home ’ 
And a bits might even lie 
required to transport them from 
their orphanage to their school 
Even though the land use per 
mit was granted, The Reporter 
predicted that “the outrage w, Ml u 
be discussed shun ly in local vir ' 
eles for some lime to come 

- B> Barbara Smith 
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Post office 



the mail to the people of Vacaville 


opens 


V -acsnll* Post < >ffice box holders mu .%1 be0n pick¬ 
ing up their mail at (he new post office buildimr 
<fi Kast Menu- V'ivtjj Avenue at noon tomorrow 
tFnday!. and all service* will be made available 
•* flu Dew location only beginning Saturday naming. 

Clefts will be on die. t iring poet office hourv aid a m . 
until 5 p m Mooday Pnday and 830a m until noon on Sat¬ 
urday to eirbm0t keys noth post office box holders. Bos 
numbers will remain the same in the new location as in 
old building. Main and Parker streets. There are more 
available at the new location however, which can be rented 
ny time during the course of regular business hours. 
One new feature at the new location that has imy 
awaited by Vacaville post office patrons is the self-service 
p en d i ng machine- The machine will dispense stamps 
to patrons who feed it nickels, dimes, quarter' and thus will 
afford patrons di-hour stamp purchase service. For one nick¬ 
ed. a patron will receive one ftve-cent stamp. A dime will pur- 
chase two four-cent stamps and wiU dispense two cents 
change, and for one quarter a user will receive five five-cent 
stamps 

The old post office building here was opened in 1907. and 
was constructed at a cost of $67,780. There are 4600 square 
feet in the building at Main and Parker Streets. It is owned 
by the federal govemment- 

The oew building, completed during December, is 
owned by the Leo Daley Company of Omaha, Neb., and is 
under lease to the federal government It offers about 
^0, 000 square feet and was constructed at a cost of 

Because it is privately owned and leased to the 
^Trvemment, it will remain on the local tax rolls. 

Currently there are 40 employees in the posi office 
department here, an increase of 27 since 1948 In June, 

1964, there were 5143 residential stops. 212 business stops 
and 1097 rural stops in the Vacaville area In June, 1966. 
there were 4966 residential stops, 366 business stops and 
1175 rural stops. 

During the five year period from 1961 through 1986, mail 
originating in the local post office increased by 758290 
pieces per year. In 1961.2,484.111 pieces of mail originated 
from the Vacaville post office. Last year. 3241401 were 
processed 

The ae-. post o:7ice building wiil remain open 24'houn 
a day. seven days a week. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 5.1967 



The bow Vacaville 
Post Office (left) 
located on Meets 
Vista e nv>. 
dedicated on 
Feb. 4,1961. 
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♦ A radical departure 

W 


♦ Postmarked: ‘Nut Tree' 


ith Vacaville’s new 
po it office completed 
and opened to the 
public. Us location on 
Monte Vista Avenue Is a radical 
departure from the familiar site of 
the office w bich has been along 
Mam Street eier since it was 
established here 

Tne new building and us new 
location most be credited to 
progress, despite the fact that 
there will be some inconvenience 
for hose persons who have been 
accustomed to having the facility 
in the downtown Main Street area. 

The recently vacated post 
office building at the corner of 
Main and Father Streets, cod- 


strutted ui ir/J7 outlived its use 
f j 1 ness is 30 years Not many per- 
on alive toda> -who attended the 
dedication ceremonies ofthat 
building. envisioned the corn mu 
nity growing from one ie ■ than 
1600 population to the near.> 

20.0T/J today. 

Unfortunately, the Post Office 
Department seems to he obsessed 
with the philosophy that it is in 
the busmen of receiving and dis¬ 
tributing the mail, and that aes¬ 
thetic are of no c oncern to the 
department 

Well -we've got a new post 
office so well let it go at that 

The Reporter 
Jan. 12, 
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here % a n ew post office 
designation in the Vacav- 
ille area which bear* the 
postmark of “Nut Tree, 
California." 

According to Robert Power, co- 

owner of the Nut Tree the Po t 

Off ' depaitBDeo‘ :.e ne |gnaled 
the new independent rural station 
at the Nut Tree, and all services 
available at any post office v :ii be 
available at the new ’. it Tree post 
office beginning Nov. L 

The new post office facih-y will 
be under the 1 pe rds 1 or. of Post¬ 
master Ear! Chamberlain of the 
Vacaville poet office and ail rev 
ernes from -.he office will be cred¬ 
ited to the Vacaville post office 
Power said that the call win- 


TORY 


d«r will be open from 8 to 5 week 
da>s and that a woman wo-,:d oe 
on duty at ail times. 

Motorists stopping at the Nut 

Tree will be able to avail thea^ 

selves of this rev -,er. ice An ■ 

w J 

person ir. the area car. fa re adv&n 
tage of this service if he so des i res 
Robert Power ;.a, been desig¬ 
nated as clerk in charge of the 
ne-A post office, and ah expenses 
incun-ed sn the operation of the 
office will be borne by the Nat 
Tree —with the exception of $ . a 
year, which the Post Office 
Department has earmarkerf for 
the service. 

The Reporter 
Oct 29.1962 
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Remington - America^ Oldest Gun M ail u factur« r v 




1 &60 - Hffmi ffjV/n t ninja o/*x /xasto body zkotgan shett.s 

1961 - A review; of econr/rnie potential 0 / foreign markets for 
Rem t f/jUm f/mducts revolt m iru.eslment by Remington in two 
Hf'o affiliates during 1.962, one in Germany and the other in Mexico 

1 962 - ; }u. New. M'xlei 7(jf) W! nation rifle was a n ri/sunced and soon become th* 
most fr/pular *xAt art ion rifle in the market 

IMS - The Model ll f /J autrdoading shotgun u<ts introduced. This gun was the re 
of a three y*'/ir develfjpment program. 

) 964 - Reu> ■ n/jttjft Arms Intern a li/mal GmbH, fomrd m J961 !od>. >ribut» 'ha in 
01 a and <v*.*■■■ wries in Europe, >/.as d■isf.otued due to the dmetopment of more • fj<r 
live independent distributors in Europe. 

; 966 - Reningiox forantemfj rated the 
anniversary of it's founding , 

1967 - Cartw.hos dr Port. > os de Meat/ 0 , SA in 
■1 hieh Hen- Ui/fton had a ¥f\ <r • teres l. d/riared 
its ftrsl cash dividend The nxtnfarluring and T'v» 

marketing of retderfimpvdr* and revolew 
ammunition had berni ad/Isd to the prod net ion 
ofshrjigun she/i%„ cartridges and lead shot. 

ItMJf* - Rareinyt/m fr/mpteied the- \<ilt of iv-. 

irmter teed business to hh A Industries, Inc. Howr Tim.. 12-7. WM.-frl.. 1M. Sat.. 9-5 
0 plant 1 / ‘-rt> imeitjstfd in the transaction. 
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GEAR 

360 Alamo Drive (In Alamo Plaza 

(707) 451-1199 

L, 12-7, Wed -fri., 
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We offer personal. couzttpM servi^ 
with a smile and prices 
that will put a smile on your face. 


• • 


Chunky woollen sweaters, worn viift 

tapered star’S h wen fashionable for 
many years in the 1960k 


1 ; 


PTOWN 







431 Main St. # Downtown Vacaville • 707/452-1114 
Tues. - Fri.. 10-6 • Sat,. 10-5 • Evenings by appointment 
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Phone exchange 
hits grand old 70 


^afcaville's telephone 
/ exchange is 70 years 
f old this month. 

he exchange was set 
up in 1891 in the old Vacaville 
urug store owned by a young 
man named J M. Miller. The 
store was on Main Street in the 
spol now occupied by Strau- 
inatTs Department Store. 

Mi Her was enthusiastic about 
the possibilities of the tele¬ 
phone. In 1884, several years 
before the exchange opened, 
Miller personally persuaded 
John I. Sabin, president of the 
Sunset Telephone and Tele¬ 
graph Company (later Pacific 
Telephone), to have a telephone 
installed in his store. 

The line for this phone went 
through a switchboard at Elmira 
and was hooked to a line 
between San Francisco and 
Sacramento. 

Then when the exchange 
opened, Miller built the lines 
and paid for the phones for his 
first two customers to convince 


them they needed a phone ser¬ 
vice. The two customers — Dr. 
J.S. Cunningham and LAV, Buck 
— w'ere soon convinced and 
began paying for their own 
phone service. 

By 1892 there were 23 phones 
in the exchange, most of them 
served to 10-party lines. 

The 1898, directory listed a 
Chinese store, one dentist, a 
bank, 21 ranchers and fruit 
growers, four packing firms, a 
lumber yard, five stores and sev¬ 
eral residence customers. 

By 1900 there were 80 phones, 
and then 236 phones by 1910 
when the exchange was moved to 
the Sehroeder building. 

The present Pacific Tele¬ 
phone office at 310 Elizabeth 
Street opened 12 years ago. 

By 1945 ihere were 645 tele¬ 
phones in Vacaville, but today 
there are over 5,000, according 
to Pacific Telephone Manager 
W.P. Seidell. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 6,1961 


Vacans learn to dial 
longer phone numbers 


E Effective Aug. 14, Vaca¬ 
ville telephone sub¬ 
scribers will have to dial 
all seven digits of a tele¬ 
phone number to complete local 
calls. 

According to Pacific Tele¬ 
phone Manager W.P. Seidell, 
subscribers will have to dial the 
three numerals of the prefix — 
448 — then the other four 
numerals in the number. 

The change to seven num¬ 
bers is the first step in Pacific 
Telephone’s program to connect 


7600 Vacaville phone customers 
in a “toll-free” calling area with 
Travis AFB. 

The “toll-free” calling is ten¬ 
tatively scheduled to go into ser¬ 
vice Nov. 20. With the new ser¬ 
vice, callers in the “toll-free” 
area will be able to talk to each 
other as Jong as and as often as 
they wish over the phone with¬ 
out having to pay long-distance 
charges, according to Seidell, 

The Reporter 
Aug. 5,1965 
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Coming 

of the 

hi-fi age 

Two advertisements In 
he Reporter, one on Aug. 
15, 1960 (near left), and 
another from May 28,1964, 
§ show the electronic age is 
well on its way. TV and hi-fi 
equipment would be part of 
Vacans’ lives forever. 
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Vacaville sees coming of cable television 


G eneral Electric Cablevision CATV 
service will be available in about 
four weeks in sections of the city 
best described as the west and 
southwest section. 

Installation of CATV lines is completed 
in what GE calls area 1, south oflnterstate 
80 in the area of Alamo Road, and work is 
underway in area 2. This includes, roughly, 
the area bordered by Merchant Street, 
Peach Tree Avenue, Alamo Drive and Ken¬ 
tucky Street. 

Work will begin in an area to the immedi¬ 
ate east of section 2 next, and when complet¬ 


ed will allow- service in sections 1,2 and 3. 

CATV, community antenna television, is 
an optional service, and residents here may 
subscribe to it as they would for telephone 
service, at a monthly cost of $4.95. This fig¬ 
ure pays for the first outlet installed, and 
additional outlets will be available at a 
monthly rental fee of $ 1 , 

Installation cost will be $15. Customers 
subscribing to the service within two weeks 
of its availability, however, will not pay any 
installation charge. 

Service to the entire Vacaville area will 
be available by mid June, according to a 


company spokesman. Leisure Town will be 
the last area in which service will be made 
available. 

CATV is carried through cables which 
generally follow existing public utility 
lines. 

This means where overhead power and 
telephone lines exist, CATV will likewise 
be brought in from overhead. And where 
such lines are underground, now required 
in Vacaville in all new subdivisions, CATV 
lines Will be underground. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 16,1969 


Make TheReporter.Com your first stop 
when you’re exploring the web. 

We offer a complete package of daily 
news, sports, weather and features. Plus 
1 he special editions you’ve come to expect 
from the journalists at The Reporter. 

Here’s a sampling of our local content: 

/ Local weather forecasts, updated 
twice a day. 

/ Custom television logs: Search up-to- 
date listings for the next two weeks. 

/ ClassLink, our local classified ads 
combined with ads from more than 
600 papers around the country. 

/ Complete coverage of the local 
school and college football seasons, 
updated after the games for same-day 
scores. 

/ Money saving coupons from local 
merchants. 

All this and much more are only a mouse click away at Solano’s home 
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Vacaville s own bird man 


Lovers Lane residenH 
debuts latest recording 


T he latest recorded bit of 
nonsense by Dr. Horatio 
Q. Birdbath made its 
debut last week on 
Mayor Art Finley’s radio program 
ii San Francisco and was fea- 
;ured in a lb-minute “plug” on 
radio station KSFO in that city. 

Doc, who in private life is 
Purves Pullen of 777 Lovers 
Lane, Vacaville, was for many 
/ears a star attraction of the 
Spike Jones and Ben Bemie 
oands. Recently, at the instiga- 
;ion of Jones, he made a trip to 
Los Angeles to participate in a 
recording session with Martin 
Denny, best known for his 
‘Quiet Village.” 

Some of the results of that 
record : ng session have just 
seen released on the Liberty 
label on a long-playing record 
itled “Broadway Exotic 
Album.” The disc, the 11th 
^bum by Martin Denny, fea- 
j'res Doc’s inimitable birdcalls 
md animal noises in an unusual 
rendition of “September Song," 
ind was previewed by Finley 
last week 

Among other birds and 
oeasts, the cardinal, the warbler, 
Jie robin and the “whistling 
Erog” are imitated by Dr. Bird¬ 
bath. The record is available in 
stereo and monaural versions. 

Doc has also received a letter 
from Denny from Hawaii indi¬ 
cating that the rest of Doc’s calls 
will appear in Denny’s 12th 
album, “The Enehanted Isle," 
scheduled for release later this 
year. Numbers by Doc will 
include “Enchanted Isle" (writ¬ 


ten by Jones) and “Adventures 
in Paradise " 

At the Los Angeles recording 
session, Doc participated in 
“The Battle of the Birds" with 
Denny’s “jungle man" and 
bongo artist Augie Colon. After 
about 30 calls each, Colon ran 
out of beasts and birds while 
the local man was still going 
strong. Some of their special 
effects appear on the 11th 
Denny disc, with the rest slated 
for inclusion on the 12th album. 

While Mayor Art was pre¬ 
viewing “Broadway Exotic 
Album” last week, he also 
plugged “Thank you, Music 
Lovers,” a special album 
recently released by RCA Vic¬ 
tor highlighting 20 years of 
Spike Jones, including 12 of 
his best numbers. The selec- j 
tions chosen are from the years ■ 
Doc was with the Jones band, 
and he is featured and given j 
credit for many of the numbers 
in the new album. 

Finley played “Laura,” 
one of Doc’s most famous 
numbers, on last week’s pro¬ 
gram. Also included in the 
album are “The William TeLl 
Overture,” “Chloe," “My Old 
Flame,” and many other 
Jones favorites, with Doc as 
a featured performer. 

In Vacaville, Doc works 
as manager of the Nut Tree j 
Toy Shop, entertaining chil¬ 
dren in between opportuni¬ 
ties to entertain a mass 
adult audience. 

The Reporter 

Aug. 19,1960 
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Local station 
hits the waves 

O n a hill overlooking Vacaville and Lagoon 
Valley is an A-frame building that looks 
like a transplant from the ski chalet coun¬ 
try of Squaw Valley. But inside is enough 
electronic gadgetry to send radio messages from here 
to San Francisco. 

That’s exactly what it does. 

Since Sept. 25 Radio Station KVFS (Vacaville, 
Fairfield and Suisun) has been undergoing transmit¬ 
ting tests from its aerie high atop the Lagoon Valley 
hills. Before a panorama of the entire valley the sta¬ 
tion has been booming out music and testing 
announcements on 2871 watts of power. For the FM 
stereo buff that means a lot of stuff coming into a set, 
but for the housewife who likes music while she 
works, it means soothing music piped directly to your 
homes by way of strong signals. Plus, public service 
announcements of Vacaville happenings. 

Operating at 95.3 MC, the inauguration of KVFS 
over the airways is the culmination of several years 
of work and plan > ling on 'he part of a young Vallejo 
man named Bruce Ziemienski. Majoring in communi¬ 
cations systems in college, he now holds a Master’s 
degree in a subject that quickly led to a desire to set 
up a radio station of his own. While it was first 
announced he was negotiating with the Nut Tree 
(KNUT) for a location for his studio, the 24-year-old 
engineer settled for “somewhere in the Vacaville 
area." His transmitting station, however, has always 
planned for the high hills near Vacaville and the A- 
frame now serves as a temporary studio. 

On Oct. 25, the station will officially go on the air. 
“That’s when we hope it will start paying," Ziemiens- 
ki said. The new station — the first for the Vacaville 
area—will broadcast on FM stereo only, as opposed 
to a general AM station. 

Due to the unusually high power output (his 2871 
watts compares with a Vallejo station of250 watts) 
the KVPS signal will fan out to a radius of 57 miles. 

Although he has two announcers and one sales¬ 
man on his staff, KVFS is the brainchild of Ziemiens¬ 
ki alone — and in fact he built the A-frame structure, 
installed the antenna and impressive electronic 
equipment almost single-handedly. The studio room, 
which will be moved off the hill into Vacaville “as 
soon as we get a good place to locate" is well- 
equipped with new tape decks and automatic play¬ 
ers. 

The Reporter 
Oct 20,1969 



Acupuncture—A natural, effective way 
to treat you? pain and healt h problems 
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There are millions of people living their lives with pain and health problems that limit their activities 
They try various drugs and pain killers to help them release the p 0 ^ unfortunate y, some unes 
this is just temporary, and it is not a solution to resolve the cause of their pain or pro ems 

Acupuncture is a natural way to treat your pain and other health problems and is committed to 
improving and maintaining your health. 

Many people try acupuncture and Chinese Medicine treatment, as their last choice to get anc | are 
amazed at the result. Today, more and more western doctors and scientists agree t a ® rea ^ , 
do work. There has been an increasing awareness of the usefulness of acupuncture an ,a 
cine in treating many medical conditions. For example: headaches, allergies, wor or au o I 

pain, arthritis, bursitis, numbness, muscle spasm, paralysis, stroke L ^P ressi ® n, jL!^ ' 

weight control, drug and alcohol addiction, sexuol dyswnction and GYN pro ems, e c . j 
many other oilments which we can treat. Moreover, Dr Lam's acupuncture dime has helped Hmusands 

f | | . . .i aaai ■_ t t,..i 1 A irAntmanfc Thu I £ ho&6£] Gfl tv yCOTS 

of people quit smot 
clinical experience. 


my other ailments which we can treat. Moreover, Dr Lam s acupuncrure J „ on 

people quit smoking with 80% - 90% success rate in just 1 -4 treatments. This is s on y 

nicol experience. 

Acupuncture is safe! As the medical report on JAMA states: "In the hands of comp etent phyiklons. 
Acupuncture is a method free from discomfort or side effects... The medico equipmen 
and disposable, to prevent infection. 

Workman's Compensation Ins., Auto Insurance, Union Health Welfore Funds and LoJto 

once pay la- acupandur. treatment. Dr. lam's altice will provide the necessary assistance lor you la 

obtain the reimbursement. 

If you suffer from the pain and unhappy health distress, please call Dr. Lam s acupuncture office for 
appointment for o free examination and free consultation. 

Lam’s Acupuncture & Herbal Clime 

343 Travis BlvcU Fairfield • (707) 425-4867 
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Trust Is a Wise Investment. 

In 1865 Abraham Lincoln entrusted his close friend, 

Albert Gallatin Edwards, with the office ot Assistant 
Secretary of the U.S. Treasury. Albert returned this trust by 
managing th country's money through five presidential administrations, 
finally stepping down in 1887 to found the firm that bears his name. 

Today, A.G. Edwards'reputation stands upon a solid foundation of trusted , 
and exceptional service, just as it did during Albert Gallatin Edwards 
are the themes that help bind the relationships we've built with 
our nearly 2 million clients across the nation Our dedication to trusted 
advice and exceptional service has served our clients well for more than 
110 years and will continue to serve them into the coming century. 

Trusted Advice • Exceptional Service 


lif 




A.G. Edwards 

J INVESTMENTS SINCE 1887 

2420 Martin Road, Suite 350 
Fairfield, CA 94533 

707-42B-6101 
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Ulatis 

begins 

11 ks to the o (Torts of 
the Vacavillo Itecro- 
ation Department, 28 
local youngsters are 
HOW enjoying day camp st Camp 
Ulatis at the site of the historical 
Pena Adobe west of this city. 
These 28 are the first of four 
groups who will be afforded the 
opportunity to tike part in the 
many activities at Camp 1 1 1 at is 
each weekday 

John McBride, recreation 
director, reported that four two 
week sessions of comping have 
been planned. A fee of $15 per 
child, 9 through 12 years old, enli 
ties the youngster to two weeks of 
attendance at the well-super¬ 
vised camp. 

Among activities which the 
children anxiously look forward 
to each day are classes on folk¬ 
lore, nature studies, historical 
talks on the Indians who settled 
in this area many years ago, map 
reading and cookouts. 

The first-session group of 
youngsters is scheduled to host 
their parents for an old-fash¬ 
ioned cookout tomorrow evening. 

Boys and girls really enjoy 
going on hunts for Indian arrow¬ 
heads, which a e abundant in Die 
Pena Adobe area. They also like 
to catch frogs, snakes and other 
wild animals to study, McBride 
said 

Enthusiastic camp counselors, 
who do their best to make the 
children’s camp stays as interest¬ 
ing and exciting as possible, are 
Stefan Savides, Gail Campbell, 
Mike Golomb and Centella Wil¬ 
son. 

One project which the boys 
and girls accomplished was mak¬ 
ing an appropriately decorated 

Indian teepee out of a discarded 
parachute. They also made a 
camp flag to raise alo ng with (lie 
American flag each morning 
The flag raising ceremony 
each morning starts ofTa whole¬ 
some and fun filled day for the 
campers. 

Children are transported to 
the camp every day by bus. Par¬ 
ents need only to pack sack 
lunches. 

By Joe Singleton 111, 
The Reporter 
July 11, 1966 

Students 

unearth 

remains 

A bout IK) human «emains 
— most of them over 
2000 years old — have 

been uncovered by 
University of California explo¬ 
rations in an orchard south of 
Vacaville during the past year, 
it was revealed today 

Anthropology students from 
UC Davis, digging and sifting 
soil each week on the site, are 
continuing to unearth evidence 
of civilization dating before the 
lime of Christ the Vacaville 
Reporter learned. 

Dr Martin Baumhoff, UC 
anthropology professor direel 
mg the project, tinned the site 
—• on the Charles Cook property 
near Highway 4(1 and Cherry 
Glen road ol statewide impor- 

tance. 

Most of the skeletal remains 
are of Indians who apparently 
had a village on Hu* ground 
some 20 centuries ago, Proles 
Sor Baum hoff said 

Hr i rivaled that some 
remains al .o have been uncov 
cred of humans buried in the 
"late pre while" age or within a 
few hum!red years prior tO 
Spanish rule. 

In addition to .skeletal rvi 
dene* - (.lie prou mm ti said, box 
loads of artifacts have been 
unearthed. These include 
implements (orgrinding acorn 
arrow points chai in stones and 
beads 

The Reporter 
March 23. 1961 



H* porter tula photo 


Pena Adobe (above) In Lagoon Valley Just south of Vacaville was (ailing to the ground when efforts began In the early 1960s to save tins part ol Vacaville history. 

Preserving Vacaville History 


Effort 


grows 


w 


to save, restore 
Pena Adobe 

By Sally Miller Wyatt 
Special to The Reporter 

lii le there was plen¬ 
ty of new develop¬ 
ment throughout 
Vacaville in Ihe 
1960s, there was also an endeav 
or to preserve the past 
Efforts to restore Pena 
Adobe south of Vacaville — Uie 
oldest building in Solano Coun¬ 
ty and home of one of Vaca¬ 
ville's pioneer families — began 
in earnest in early 1961 

Manuel Vaca and Juan Filipe 
Pena were ihe first settlers of 
the area in 1841. They buill their 
adobes in the Lagoon Valley 
where Pena and his wife Isabel¬ 
la raised their six children. And 
it was from the vast 44,384-acre 
Pena and Vaca land grant, Los 
putos, that Vacaville was 
formed. Vaca deeded 9 square 
miles to William McDaniel for 
$3,000 and tin* promise the city 
would be called Vacaville. A 
town was born. 

It was the Solano Historical 
Society that advanced the idea 
to preserve Pena Adobe, and 
the Lions Club soon endorsed it 
A fund raising drive was begun, 
and pledges were made to help 
restore the 12(1 year old si rue- 
lure, which was badly detenu 
rated and rinse In collapsing 
By the fall of 1961. an article 
in The Reporter noted that work 
to restore the facility soon 
would begin, Willi the help of lb 
inmates from < 'alifornia Med¬ 
ical l acility who wen to win I 
five days a wet I for the next 
three veai . < 'Mb also donab d a 
supply of lumber 

Work gol under w ay in .lanu 
ary 1962, and two months Infer 
tin t uimly annexed ihe land "on 
11 ighway 10 lo tin* < it v of Vaca 
Vlllr putting the (Vila Adobe 
within the city s limits 

A i esoluliim in each 1963 to 
odd a rood aile re: I an a to lie 
complex w as nixed Inf r that 
ve.o although hy lsw-6 Ihe t iiv 

W 

t'ntmed voted to add ie-.| rooms, 
water and electricity to Ihe park 
area 

I |> the i nad from flic Pena 
Adobe ri ibnation projrel eon 
strut turn w as under u ay lor >i 
p t vu oy oyi i pas -U l .agoon \ al 
ley Work crews unexpectedly 
unearthed ail old c* melt ly m 
December 196.1 The I a .-raves 
found there were determined to 
|,r more than llkiyeais old and 
included the e in on ol i wo 



Workers (left) 
take a moment 
of rest during 
the Pena 
Adobe restora¬ 
tion project. 
The structure 
was home of 
one of 
Vacaville's 
pioneer fami¬ 
lies. Today 
events are 
held at the 
park just off 
Interstate 80. 


VaCftVii't HistcmrA! 
Council 


adults and 13 children, accord¬ 
ing lo employees oi McCune 
Garden Chapel. The cemetery 
was relocated to the top of the 
hill behind the adobe. 

Restoration al Pena Adobe 
;ilsu uncovered the remains of 
at least five Indians and numer¬ 
ous artifacts including buttons, 
old coins, Indian arrowheads 
and an Indian hammer. Merle 
(Jurtice, supervisor for the 
restoration project, also noted 
(hat digging had uncovered 
beads, necklaces, buttons atul 
branding irons as wall as more 
■'modern’’ artifacts including 

bottles that had at one lime held 

sarsaparilla and drugs 

Shortly afterward Vacaville 
Art I A . 1 ague assumed ownership 

of tin* Segura family home on 
Monte Vista Avenue in May 
1965, with plans to (urn the old 
lime building into a gallery. 

Not nil of Vacaville •• h ea 

sure* were being enjoyed just 

by art'll i estdenls Some Ol 
\ at aulleV antiquity made n 
into ib« Smith onion In liludon, 
when Vacaville Heritage t’oun 
nl mrmhei Artluu Diet/ dornil 
.■d si'vt ml old medit al tool ■ lo 
tbr Smiiln,onian m August PHI 1 
Tin damn, winch im hided a 
iloctm cll.tll nehulRei and 
clot 1 1 olliei ap' mat Inin had 
hem used I>\ Di Midi lii >0 A 
Slanstiiny 

With Pena Adobe >ah ly 
re .lured, he,ion.ue. next tin u* >1 
llli'ii altcnlnm to He Old Town 
Hull and Jail A June 12, I 960 
Rt poetei .irllrle mil, d dial P 
would Ins oine a future pr- ' t-r 
ration prop ell under the guid 
aim of Ihe A oi av ill Heritage 
Council, with Aitliui Died serv 
mg a president. Bel Do 1 
vice pre ideut and Bet l.ui " 

M) a x \i I .11 v 


m 



to stand sentinel (above) In front of the adobe be loro restoration 


HfqvuTt’i tM pholo 


Work begins on project 


A -aipemsoi hu’the I’ena Adobe 

restoration project probably will be 
hi red during (lie week ol Nov 20 
v\ itb win k to begin on the 100 yeai 
old ■ I mu 'lure lunlh llieivafler ll wa-rv pint 
, d the. week by Plh Adimmslrator Robert 

•yer 

ih lay Since Hit x'll\ (‘ouueil accepted a 
deed ing llu histone adobe on Aug I ilia- 
I )i ’i'll cme.edl by t tic lack el a so pen • - tie 
expert,Meyer said lb explained dial a 
prospeetive .supervisor has been engaged in 
anodici project in Sail Francisco 

I he applicant will be interviewed by city 
Official! and by Dr William Keating Jr., super 
mu-luleul "( the dab forma Medical Facility. 

CMFwdl supply Uu* lalKir tbr the project la 

inmates live days a wwk forthree yr u Dr 
Heating a uivd tin- council four month ago 
About 20 St all allil lo- al hi-P-l late 
appear i d before die emuu il at that time, and 


urged tin* city to nude rink*- 1 < -miration of the 
hislot 1 C sii in lure mi Highway 40, south of 
Vacaville. 

Expenses will be di\ ided among the coun 
ly.lhet ity and Ihe Solano County Historical 
Society The latiei i ,-up presented the deed 
to the city and agreed lo furnish funds and 
pledges tidalm sUMXHiovei the next three 
years 

A clu ck for $2,000 already has been 
received from Ihe gi oup, Meyer said 

Ahoul too a y car for three years alio has 
tieeu pledged by the Solano County Board of 
Supervisors and die City ('mined 

The pi eject w as made pus-able tin t r year 
ago when two count' superv - sot D A Mow 
< i ol A aca\ tile and ’A dll on iloheen of \ die 
jo. purehased tin adobe pi op< iiv unld m ib d 
the adobe portion to the Historical So, u t> 

The Reporter 
Nov 10.1961 
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ing high at the Nut Tree Airport 



Improvements to the Nut Tree Airport made during the 1960s 
included such additions as new fueling stations (above). 

‘Frosting’ is added 

to air port 1 pgrt des 


P our painters, fully 

armed with long-han¬ 
dled roller brushes this 
week began applying 
the finishing touches to 30- 
foot-high letters spelling “Nut 
Tree” in the center of the com¬ 
pletely refurbished Nut Tree 
Airport runway. 

The painting, which will 
continue until next week, is 
actually the frosting on the 
cake and will signal the end of 
an extensive improvement 
program which has been 
underway at the restaurant s 
modem air terminal for'sever- 
al weeks. 

For as huge graders, car¬ 
ryalls and pavers pulled out of 
the airport area this week, 
they left behind an ext ended 
runway, completely paved 
taxiway, parking ramp for 
more than 20 planes and an 
all-new gassing facility, all of 
which combine to make the 
Nut Tree Airport probably one 
of the finest facilities in the 
state. 

While the airport has actu¬ 
ally been an all-weather facili¬ 
ty for several years, the Nut 
Tree management has long 
seen the need for a paved taxi¬ 
way to and from the runway for 
a better flow of ground traffic 
during the rainy seasons. The 
"ew taxiway, now completely 
red, is 25 feet wide and par¬ 
allels the entire length of the 
extended runway. 

The runway itself, which 
has been 1900 feet long since it 
was First paved several years 
ago, has been extended an 
additional 600 feet The 2500- 
foot length is considered more 
than adequate to handle all 
types of aircraft and was done 
mainly to facilitate more ade¬ 
quately the increasing flow of 
air traffic there. Last year 
alone, for instance, a total of 
10,692 planes landed at the 
Nut Tree. And six month total 
for 1963 already indicates 
almost 6,000. 


“While the airport has 
actually been an all-weath¬ 
er facility for several years, 
the Nut Tree management 
has long seen the need for a 
paved taxiway to and from 
the runway for a better 
flow of ground traffic dur¬ 
ing the rainy seasons.” 


Following the new taxiway 
which ribbons its way through 
huge eucalyptus trees to the 
main parking area, pilots may 
now find a completely paved 
parking ramp, centered with a 
new aircraft gassing island, 50 
feet in diameter. 

As the construction was 
completed this week, the 
painters moved in for their 
work. The “Nut Tree" letters, 
30 feet high, will require gal¬ 
lons of paint with two coats 
needed to cover. 

The centerline stripe, run¬ 
ning the length of the runway, 
will require three coats of 
paint and will be finished off 
with reflective glass beading 
for night illumination. A cus¬ 
tomary yellow stripe will be 
painted in the center of the 
length of the taxiway, 

Following the annexation of 
the Nut Tree to the City of 
Vacaville more than a year ago, 
the airport is now in its city lim¬ 
its. For years local industry has 
used the airport as a base of 
operations for linking Vacaville 
with other cities throughout the 
West and all look upon the new 
improvements as a definite step 
forward for Vacaville and avia¬ 
tion. 

The Reporter 
Aug. 8,1963 


Airport sees record 
flying into! Vajcaffllje 


C ontinuing popularity 
of the Nut Tree Air¬ 
port. coupled with an 
increased number of 
airplanes and flyers in the 
Western United States, again 
has added up to a record num¬ 
ber of incoming planes landing 
here during a calendar year. 

A year-end count of aircraft 
shows a whopping total of 
’%a56 planes landed within 
} city limits of Vacaville dur¬ 
ing 1967. As expected, the total 
represents an increase of 1233 
planes over the 1966 total of 
17,423, 

Since the airport was first 
opened in 1955 the yearly 
fount has increased steadily, 
No records of traffic were kept 
during the first iwo years of 


operation, but the total record¬ 
ed in 1957 showed 4153 planes 
landed on the strip. Activity 
increased annually until 1960 
when there was a decrease of 
less than 300 planes over the 
1959 totals. Since then, howev¬ 
er, eacli year's totals have 
showed an annual increase of 
at least 1000 incoming aircraft. 

The airport originally 
opened with a (900-foot dirt 
runway in 1955. Since then the 
strip was paved and later 
extended to a length of2500 
feet The airport was brought 
into the city limits of Vacaville 
several years ago with the 
annexation to the city of the 
Nut Tree. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 22,1968 
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The Nut Tree airport run¬ 
way (above) was extended 
to 2,500 feet In the 1960s 
to improve safety to pri¬ 
vate pilots using it and to 
accommodate larger air¬ 
planes. The painting of the 
Nut Tree name on the run¬ 
way (left) was the “frosting 
on the cake” for improve¬ 
ments made to the airport 
In the early 1960s. 


Nut Tree photos 


Commercial 

lands 


First A 



at Nut Tree Mayor Snowbound 


V acaville Mayor Ted Chancellor 
will be among the passengers 
tomorrow on the initial Cal-State 
Airline San Francisco to Reno 
flight, joining the passenger list in Vaca¬ 
ville. 

The mayor’s flight will usher in the 
first regularly scheduled commercial 
airline service to Vacaville, at the Nut 
Tree Airport 

Effective March 1, the new airline 
will begin servicing Vacaville five times 
daily both east and west, with flights 
scheduled to make stops between San 
Francisco and Reno in Concord, Sacra- , 
mento, Lake Tahoe (South Shore), Car- 

son City and Vacaville. 

Tomorrow’s initial flight is sched¬ 
uled to touch down on the Nut Tree Air 
port runway at 9:20 a m., to pick up 
Chancellor, and then continue its flight, 
with luncheon in Reno scheduled for 
its passengers before returning. 

According to airline President 
Dick Stevens, the airline will fly 
licensed, weather equipped Aero- 
Commander aircraft on all its 
flights. 

A company spokesman told the 
Vacaville Reporter that an 
announcement of regularly sched¬ 
uled daily flights commencing 
Tuesday Into Vacaville will be 
made tomorrow morning. 

The Reporter 

Feb. 24,1966 



A story in the 
Feb. 28,1966, 
Reporter tells 
how the may¬ 
ors of several 
cities helped 
mark the 
beginning of 
airline service 
at the Nut free 
Airport. 
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Four die 
in city’s 
worst 
home fire 


Boy escapes 
conflagration 


F i ire took the lives of four 
members of a Vacaville 
family early Friday morn¬ 
ing — the worst fire tragedy 
in the city’s history. 

Francis Joseph Freeman, 43; his 
wife, Mary, 40; and their two 
daughters, Theresa (Terry), 16, and 
Julia Ann, 6, perished in the blaze 
that swept through their home at 
201 Juniper early Ft; day morning 
A 12-year-old son, Jimmie, 
escaped death by running out the 
front door in an attempt to get 
help. 

Two other members of the fami¬ 
ly. Mary Frances Freeman. 18, a 
student at Humbold' State College 
in Areata, and Victoria, 20. in 
Napa hospital, were not home at 
the time of the tragic fire. 

The Vacaville Fire Department 
was summoned at midnighL When 
trucks arrived the house already 
was completely involved, flames 
fanned by a strong west wind. 

Firemen moved right in with air 
packs, but could find no one alive. 
Freemans body was in the family 
room, where the fire apparently 
got its start The 16-year-old girl 
was in a garage bedroom, the 
mother was in t he front room and 
the body of the little girl was found 
in the back bedroom where she 
apparently died, overcome by 
smoke, but not burned 

According to Fire Chief Warren 
Hughes, Jimmie was awakened by 
smoke which caused him to begin • 
coughing and choking. He first 
opened a bedroom window, then 
ran down the hallway toward the 
front door, thinking his little sister 
was behind him. in an effort to 
summon help. 

Jimmie told Hughes and a 
Vacaville police sergeant Friday 
that at first he couldn't open the 
front door because the door knob 
was too hot A second attempt at 
opening the door was successful 
however, and he ran to a neigh¬ 


bor’s home.... 


The boy gasped out that his dad 
was trying to put the fire out in the 
living room, and that Julia Ann 
had been right behind him but 
apparently had turned back 
In light of the fire, ironically 
two days before the start of Nation¬ 
al Fire Prevention Week. Hughes 
issued an urgent appeal to area 
residents to take extra fire preven¬ 
tion precautions. Planning a family 
escape route and drilling are 
extremely important Hughes told 
the Reporter. 

Another area of extreme impor¬ 


tance in fire prevention, Hughes 
pointed out is securing proper 
building permits when making 
alterations or additions to a home. 

Although it is not known 
whether she actually aw akened 
and made an attempt to get out a 
window in the bedroom where 


Theresa slept was not large 
enough to escape through the ced¬ 
ing of the room was not the stan¬ 
dard eight feet in height for high- 
tr- and one door from the bed¬ 
room led into a portion of the 
gar age that had been converted 
into a workshop storage area. The 
bedroom additions had been built 
without a budding permit 

By Ken Brown, The Reporter 

Oct 7.1968 


Death takes prominent Vacans 


Ex-mayor, orcl jardist 
Uhl dies just shy of 98 


C larence J. Uhl. whose name has 
been synonymous wilh Vacav¬ 
ille for nearly 75 years, died 
Thursday night in a convales¬ 
cent home in Sacramento where he had 
been for die past 2 1/2 years In 20 days 
he w ould have reached the age of 98. 

The son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
(Korns! Uhl, he was born Aug. 12.1867, 
on a farm at Millersburg, Ohio. His 
great grandfather had distinguished 
himself in the Revolutionary War and 
for this great service the family received 
a large land grant in 1820. 

There were eight in the George Uhl 
family, and young CJ. spent his boyhood 
days doing farm chores At 20 he was a 
freshman atWittenburg University in 
Springfield, Ohio, but lack of funds 
forced him to leave school and go back 
to the farm. 

Young Uhl was not one to sit still 
and, having an uncle, Levi Korn, in 
Vacaville, he inquired as to die opportu 
nities in the state by the pacific. Receiv¬ 
ing an encouraging reply, he boarded a 
train and made the trip to Vacaville. 

It was the 8th day of May 1889. when 
young Uhl first set foot on Vacaville soil, 
and it was a warm and comfortable day 
He hitchhiked to his uncle's ranch six 
miles from Vacaville, and with $1! in his 
pocket, set out to make a place for him¬ 
self in the agricultural world. 

Fruit growing was fast becoming a 
lucrative business, and with the advent 
of the ventilated fruit car, young Uhl set 
out to save enough money so he could go 
into business for himself 

With $450 in his pocket, and his new 
wife. Lulu Thompson he rented his 
uncle’s fruit farm. 

In a few years, Uhl found a lucrative 


business in buying fruit and 
hipping it to eastern markets. 

In 1903 he heard the Dobbins 
ranch of 232 acres was being 
offered for sale It was the old¬ 
est and largest fruit ranch in 
Vaca Valley, but he only had 
$7000 and Dobbins was asking 
$61,000 for the ranch. 

in 1904 Uhl, in partnership 
with F.B. McKevitt, purchased 
the ranch. In 1908 he pur¬ 
chased McKevitts' interest. 

CJ. Uhl had a great thirst 
fortiterature and could 
repeal prose and poetry 
hours on end. He also liked 
horses, and raised and 
trained many of Northern 
California's finest racing 
horses. 

Among his studies was a 
fascination for the life of 
Abraham Lincoln, and he 
could at a moment's notice 
recite many of Lincoln's 
great speeches, along with 
his famous inaugural 
address. 

The elder Uhl went 
through several depres¬ 
sions. The greatest one in 
the early 1930s practically wiped 
him out. but with the help of his son 
Edwin, the two started the long road 
back. 

As he advanced in years, CJ. Uhl 
gradually lost his sight. At the age of 90 
he underwent a serious operation, but 
his recovery amazed medical men and 
in a short time he was back to normal 
health 

For many years he had been in rest 



C.J. Uhl, a 
prominent 
fruit rancher 
and for 33 
years a city 
councilman, 
is shown in 
this undated 
photograph 
holding his * 
great-grand¬ 
son Steven, 
with grand¬ 
daughter 
Barbara stand¬ 
ing at his side. 


homes in Vacaville and later in Sacra¬ 
mento. 

His only survivor is his son, Edwin I. 
Uhl of Vacaville. 

For 33 years Uhl served as a Vaca- 
vil e city councilman, holding the title of 
mayor for 12 years. 

Today, the Uhl home ranch has been 


gobbled up by subdivisions, with only a 
small acreage r emaining in the orchard 
Hundreds of homes in the north section 
of Vacaville are on soil which CJ. Uhl 
tilled for over 50 years. 

The Reporter 
July 28,1965 


Final services pe rformed 
for store owner Schaefer 


uneral services were 
held this afternoon at 
the McCune Garden 
Chapel for Ralph 
Schaefer, 91, retired Vac-a- 
nlle businessman who died 
at his Buck Avenue home on 
Monday. 

The Rev. Henry Mac- 
Fadden of the Com¬ 
munity' Presbyter¬ 
ian Church con¬ 
ducted the 
services. Also par¬ 
ticipating were 
members of Vaca¬ 
ville Masonic Lodge 
No. 134. of which Mr. 

Schaefer was a 

Interment was in the Vacaville- 
Elmira Cemetery. 

Mr. Schaefer was bom in St. Paul. Minn., 
and the family came to California in 1883 
He attended schools in San Francisco. Oak¬ 
land. San Jose and Truckee. 

He first came to Vacaville in 1901 to 
work in a dry goods store during the sum¬ 
mer fruit season, returning to San Francis¬ 
co following his local employment 
The following year he returned to 
Vacaville to work in George Arnold's gro¬ 
cery store, but not enthused with that type 
of work, he found employment with Walter 
Edwards in his men's store, in the building 
now used by A! Klotz Auto Part- As Mr 
Schaefer once related his lift* story .Mr. 
Edwards had a clerk who drank too much, 
-o ! quit there and took a job :r; Auburn 
Ho returned to Vacaville in 1907 to 


accept an interest in Edwards store. 

In later years he purchased 
Edwards' interest, and in 1917 pur¬ 
chased the Ed Crystal store on the 
comer of Main and Dobbins 
Street which he renamed the Big 
Country Store, and which he oper¬ 
ated until his retirement 
in 1937. 

Mr. Schaefer, 
along with Bill 
Frahm, were 
responsible for the 
first paved street 
in Vacaville, which 
was Cemon Street. 
They contacted the 
property owners along 
the street, who all agreed to 
share the expense of paving. 

Mr. Schaefer took an active interest in 
the fraternal and civic life of the communi¬ 
ty. He was a pa.-t pats on of the Eastern > ‘ r. 
past master of Masonic Lodge No 134. 
member of the Royal Arch. Knight- J t*m 
plar. Ben All Shrine and Islam Shrine 
Surviving are his wife Edna, the former 
Laura Edna Marshall of Vacaville, whom 
he married in 1913: a daughter f.nurn 
White, of Berkeley; a brother Erwin Schae¬ 
fer. of Santa Paula; and six sisters Bertha 
Berryman, San Leandro. Aemha V den 
and Preida Gist. Oakland; Hermena Custer. 
Menlo Park, Dr. Pauline Ecikman. Carmel, 
and Mrs John Ffittner, Los Angeles There 
are three grandchildren and t hree great 
grandchildren. 

The Reporter 
Nov. 16, U#>7 




Ex-businessman 

Akerly, 92, dies 


G eorge Parry 
Akerly, 92. 

Vacaville’s 
oldest ex- 

businessman, died in 
a Fairfield hospital 
Saturday. 

Mr. Akerly was 
native of Oakland, the 
son of the late Rev. 
and Mrs. 

Ben¬ 
jamin 
Akerly. 

Following 
the death of 
his parents, at 
which time he 
was eight years of 
age, he came to 
file to make his home with a 
qster, Mrs. Fred Buck. 

Follow mg hi* graduation from 
high hool he purchased the 
( hittenden store at the comer of 
Mam and Davis .streets situated 
in the two story bnck building 
which till stands and is now- 
owned by Basic Vegetable Prod 
OCt He operated his typical 
"country store’ in that location 
for about 25 years, and then pur¬ 
chased the Fred Nay Mercantile 
Co at the comer of Main and 
Dobbins Streets, which he operat 
r many years. Older resi¬ 
dents of the community will 
remember the slogan of the store 


If you can t find it in 
Akerly’s there is no use 
looking further." He 
later sold the store to 
one of his employees, 
the late A,A. Collier 
The store and the 
entire building 
burned on the night of-- 
May 17,1939. 

In 1912 Mr Aker¬ 
ly married Mary 
Will Freder¬ 
ick of Ken¬ 
tucky 
During 
his many 
years in 
business 
in the commu- 
nity. Mr Akerly was a 
civic leader, and one of his most 
cherished accomplishments was 
leading local Boy Scout troops. 

After selling his store, he 
accepted the position of superin¬ 
tendent of the Solano County 
Hospital at Fairfield, a job he 
held for seven years. Later he 
became city clerk of Vacaville, 
and held that portion for five 
years 

At the time of his death, he 
was the oldest living former mem¬ 
ber of the Vacaville Fire Depart¬ 
ment. 

The Reporter 
Dec 22,1969 




How man \ 


Stationer- 



n Bowman ha* become one at the cm3 newest feud- 
with the purchase of a vutkmary store at 371 
*. The firm now carries hia name. A mhffcW * 
hand to welcome Bowman, and participating in the rib- 
• surfing ceremonies recently were (from left) Albert 
iuj, W»iii*r. finer, Deo Pearvon. Lyle Sinde, 
Bowman, Thomm McNunn, Stephanie Stoewer, a 
b^un employee; fame* Hanvm. Getwfe SafkeU, Kim 
jfbJ Eiheal Gilk% 
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Cats and trunks pass 
through the eipan- 
slon of Highway 40 
into Interstate 60 
through Vacaville. 
This site Is where the 
highway passes over 
Alamo Creek. 
Besides a ribbon of 
highway, the con¬ 
struction Included 
overpasses and 
underpasses that 
allowed for more 
development south 
of the freeway. 


Vac-jvilto 
Heritage Council 
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$5 A million project promised 


T he Stale Highway Commission has 

included in its new budget for the year 
starting July 1,1961. the sum of $5,400,000 
for the construction of 51 miles of siv 
lane freeway at Vacaville, which includes the 
construction of six major structures 

Vacaville civic leaders hail the promised road 
work as one of the greatest steps forward in the 
growth of the community because it will permit 
the expansion of the city across Highway 40 with 
free access over and under the structures to be 
built. At present, the heavy traffic on the highway, 
plus the lack of "stop " and "go” signals at any 
crossing, has had a tendency to keep the city's 
growth to the north of Highway 40. 

To be included in the const ruction project, 
for which bids are expected to be called on 
June 1, are overpass structures at the Merchant 
Street Highway 40 intersection and at Davis 
Street, the improvement of the Mason Street 


overpass, at Sacramento Street in the vicinity of 
the Reed Motel, a separation structure near the 
Nut Tree and an overpass at the Vacaville-Dun- 
nigan Road. 

At present there are four lanes on Highway 
40 in the Vacaville area, and the new work to he 
started next year will improve the road to a six 
lane freeway, starting at a point 1.9 miles south¬ 
west ol Vacaville anti continuing for 5.1 miles to 
a point 12 miles northeast of the Vacaville-Dun- 
nigan cutoff. 

When the work is completed, the highway will 
have been converted from an expressway to a 
freeway Included in the C alifornia Highway 
Commission's $633,460,812 budget for the new 
year is the sum of $1,025,000 for right of way pur¬ 
chase in Solano County, some of which is neces¬ 
sary for the proposed work in the Vacaville area. 

The Reporter 
Oct. 28,1960 



Opening now set 


B arring a spell of adverse 
weather, Vacaville's six- 
lane freeway will open 
this week, the Division of 
Highways announced today. 

Resident Engineer H R. 
Jantzen said efforts have been 
geared toward opening the free¬ 
way in time for the Labor Day 
weekend. The schedule, he 
reported, calls for. 

• Opening the west-bound 
lanes from the Nut Tree west¬ 
ward Wednesday morning. 

• Opening the new west 
bound lanes from the Nut Tree 
eastward Thursday morning. 

The event will signal virtual 
completion of the $5.75 million 
project so far as the motoring 


public is concerned, although 
six to eight weeks of "cleanup" 
and minor jobs remain, Jantzen 
reported. 

Expected to take about three 
years for construction when the 
work was begun in December, 
1961, the huge project will reach 
completion about two months 
short of that target, it was indi¬ 
cated. 

Three lanes in each direction 
will be opened for traffic , with 
separation between them. Also 
to open are two more overcross 
ings at the Winters highway 
interchange complex. 

The Reporter 
Aug. 31,1961 


Fill ’erup! 

Make it two tankfuls at these prices 
(right). The sign outside the Wilshire 
gas station at the intersection of 
Cernon and Merchant streets in 
downtown Vacaville told of a time 
long past, especially for anyone who 
would put gasoline in their vehicle 
by the end of this century. 


Reporter Ilia photo 



Parking 

on Main 
changes 
again 

A nother < haii,".- in 

itit-Un/l of parting <a\ 

Mam Street in down 
town Vacaville was 
approved Tuesday night by lb' 

Vacaville City Council Ibis 
lime from diagonal to parallel 
Involved is the :outb side- of 
Main Street, between Cernon 
Street and a point about halfway 
to Parker Street, in front of 
McCune Garden Chapel 
Until Iasi year, parking in 
that block of Main Street v/as all 
parallel to the curb, but a 
request by four of the five mer 
chants in the immediate area 
involved to initiate diagonal 
parking was honored by city 
council. McCune chapel had 
unsuccessfully opposed the 
request and Tuesday, through a 
letter, requested reconsiders 
tion. 

The method of parking in 
downtown Vacaville was debat¬ 
ed at considerable lengths last 
year, and perhaps could be con 
sidered the year's most contro¬ 
versial subject. A decision, 
which was later effected, to con¬ 
vert all parking to parallel was 
made by council, in the interest 
of safety and to provide a 
smoother traffic flow. 

That decision came under 
attack by about 30 downtown 
Vacaville merchants, who 
opposed on the grounds that par¬ 
allel parking eliminated about 
one-half of the parking spaces. 

In the face of the overwhelming 
opposition by merchants direct¬ 
ly affected, council later 
reversed its position and 
ordered parking again become 
diagonal.... In a letter to city 
council, Del McCune asked 
reconsideration, and listed four 
reasons why parallel parking 
should be installed in front of 
the garden chapel, 

Follow mg a brief discussion. 
Councilman Berton Hassing 
introduced a motion to allow 
parallel parking in front of the 
chapel, saying the council had 
gone along with the other ’ usi- 
ness community requests, and 
equal treatment should be 
accorded in this case. His 
motion gained unanimous 
approval. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 11,1968 


Police get 
new cars 

V acaville will pvirchase 
two new police cars as 
the result of action 
taken Monday night at 
the City Council meeting. 

Eleven dealers were contact 
ed and requested to supply 
prices for two medium-priced 
four-door sedans. Envelopes 
containing their replies w ere 
publicly opened at 2 p.ni. on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Lewis Ford Sales submitted 
the lowest bid of $2,459.87. com¬ 
pared to Stith Chevrolet’s bid of 
$3,020.78. These figures were for 
two Fair lane 500 four-door 
sedans and two Bel Air four- 
door sedans. 

The two bidders were the 
only ones who replied out of the 
11 contacted. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 13,1961 


Our music has been 
filling your Vacaville 
homes for decades. 


' *>ur History: 1960-1969... 

Our 60’s Were Great! 

Our owner, Bill Carroll was leader of a local 
rock & roll band The Impalas. He did guitar 
& vocals, and some recordings. We opened our 
business Carrolls TV in a converted Gas station 
across the street from our present location in 
1963. We merged with Jays Music on Parker 
St. in 1968, 



Of all the Schwinn Sting Rajs, (he Krates were the hottest and the must heavily outfitted for 
the imaginary drag strip, ft had a "mag" sprocket, chrome -plated fenders, stick-shift lever spring sus- 
pension in ml fork, and front aluminum drum expander brake Schwinn called this the wor s mos 
exciting concept in bicycles". It was a great seller, though the true nice-worthy machines were coming 
from much smaller companies with a better understanding oi the BMS phenomenon. 


IllLp.tlj Mt-mlH TM IVfinlit flidiln, Hicliic Puetfa, 

Ikuny Slayton, Mike Harriet, tarry SlierWOOd 
ft Dill Carroll 

Vacaville Music 

359 Merchant St., Vacaville 

707-448-3651 




Ray's Cycle 

00 Main St., Downtown VmaviBe, US -1911 
1121 Texas SL Downtow n Isurfiold, t 5 S 8 » 191 l 
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REPORTER 


— Erftvartl, prince 

' 1 Br, !a*». 2/1.9/50 

ftway. football pi.Tvw. 6 / 28/60 

Jtu baseball player, 8 / 24 /$o 
hockey player, 1/26/61 
Mutphy, come, tan, 4 / 3 . ej 
tr.Kk r.Uw, 7 i , (ji 


i TRor/rtuisici.in , 

2/7/62 

Tom Cruise, a Jor, 
7/3/62 

MJchsel Jordan. ► 

t) f iii player. 

2/17/03 


(horn Nicholas Kim 
Coppola), act or. 
1/7/6*! 


BOOKS 


Poisoning the land 

Environmental prophet and ma¬ 
rine biologist Rachel Carson asks 
readers, in her bestseller “Silent 
Spring," to imagine a place where 
no birds sing, hens' eggs never 
hatch and apple trees bear no fruit 
— a place where cattle die mysteri¬ 
ously in the field and children on 
playgrounds. Such a scenario Is not 
far-fetched, she argues, because of 
the use of such artificial pesticides 
as DDT "Silent Spring" alerts mil¬ 
lions to the dangers of poisons that 
in recent decades have become 
commonplace on farms and in 
households. 


MEDICINE 


Women get The Pill 

A sexual revolution is about to 
erupt in this new, tumultuous 
decade, and science makes it pos¬ 
sible. In 1960, the 
U.S, Food and 
Drug Administra¬ 
tion approves 
the world's first 
effective oral 
‘ v contraceptive. 
The birth- 
control pill is 
marketed as 
Enovid 10 by 
G.D, Searle & 
Co. of Skokie, 

. The contraceptive, which be¬ 
comes known as “The Pill," costs 
about $11 per month. The Pill, says 
Katherine McCormick, a wealthy 
heiress who helped support re¬ 
search on the contraceptive, gives 
women mastery over “that ol' devil, 
the female reproductive system." 



CELEBRITIES 



A British invasion 

It s the most mucous British in¬ 
vasion since tf War of 1812. But 
instead of torching the White 
House, these four Britons plunder 
the hearts of gaggle^ of screeching 
young females in 1964. The inva¬ 
sion b gins on a blustery Feb. 7, 
when about 3,000 teens, mostly 
girls, converge on New York’s 
Kennedy International Airport to 
greet the Liverpool pop group 
called the Beatles. The thick- 
thatched foursome — Paul McCart¬ 
ney, Ringo Starr. John Lennon and 
George Harrison (above) — be¬ 
come instant celebrities. Their ap- 
pearance on Ed Sullivan’s variety 
show brings the highest ratings in 
TV history. They sell 2.5 million al¬ 
bums in less than a month and 
pack every stadium and concert 
hall they play, 

fleath of a goddess 

On Aug. 5 ,1962, at age 36, the 

cinema goddess born as Norma 
Jean Baker and known to the world 
as Marilyn Monroe is found dead at 
her Los Angeles home, a bottie of 
sleeping pills at her side. Police 
hesitate to call it a suicide, but 
Monroe^ psychoanalyst says she 
had tried to kill herself twice be- 
fore. Beginning her rags-to-riches 
career as a model, Monroe dyed 
her hair blond for a shampoo com¬ 
mercial and scored I ter screen 
hr. of through in “Niagara." Her mar 
rlages to New York Yankees star 
Joe DiMaggio and playwright Arthur 
Miller both failed. As her personal 
life slid downward, Monroe became 
more dependent on drugs. AJso 
about this time, rumors circulated 
about affairs 
Attorney Gen 
oral Robert 
Kennedy and 
Ills brother. 

President 
John I 
Kennedy, 




J 



■ Feb. 1 : Four black college 
students in Greensboro, N.C, 
rnaike purchaser in Wool worth's 
and then sit at tire "whites only” 
counter and order coffee. Upon be¬ 
ing refused service, they remain 
seated. Their “sit-in” inspires sim¬ 
ilar actions across the South. 


■ Feb. 11: Jack Paar, protest¬ 
ing censorship of one of his jokes 
walks off his TV show. He agrees 
to return to NBC on March 7. 



0 K 


Red Sox in the 
last game of 
the season at a 
half-empty 
Yankee Stadi¬ 
um. The 
round-tripper 
catapults 
Maris into the 
record books 
as the first 
ft ugge r to Maris 

Babe Ruth’s 1927 record of 
oO borne runs in a si ngle season, 
out Maris runs the bases with Irt- 
Ue fanfare. Baseball Commission¬ 
er Ford Frick has ruled that, in or¬ 
der to break Ruth's record, a play¬ 
er must hit 61 home runB in 154 
games - the same number of 
games in which Ruth hit 60. The 
American League has added two 
teams in 1961, forcing the regular 
season to 162 games. 



Lucille Ball, Desl Jr. and Desl Arnez prestden * and Jacqueline Kennedy arrive In Dallas on Nov. 22,1963. 


m March 3: “I Love Lucy” stars 
and real-life couple Lucille Ball 
and Desi Arnez announce their 
separation and plans for divorce. 

■ March 21; In white-ruled 
South Africa, police open fire on 
black demonstrators in the Johan¬ 
nesburg suburb of Sharpeville. 
The fusillade kills 56 demonstra¬ 
tors and wounds 162, including 16 
who die later. The Sharpeville 
Massacre will become a water¬ 
shed in the black majority's strug¬ 
gle against white-minority rule. 

■ March 29: Ajury sentences 
Richard Hickock and Perry Smith 
to death for the killings of Herbert 
Clutter, wife Bonnie, daughter 
Nancy and son Kenyon. The fami¬ 
ly died from shotgun blasts in 
their home in Holcomb, Kan., on 
Nov. 15,1959. The murders and 
trial wall become the subject of 
Truman Capote’s “In Cold Blood.” 

■ May 1: A Soviet missile 
brings down a Lockheed U-2 pilot¬ 
ed by Francis Gary Powers for the 
CLA as the spy plane cruises 
above the Soviet Union. In a trial 
broadcast worldwide, the Soviets 
convict Powers of espionage. He is 
sentenced to 10 years’“depriva¬ 
tion of freedom” but is exchanged 
for Soviet spy Rudolph Abel in 
1962, 

H May 6: Britain’s Princess 
Margaret marries photographer 
Antony Armstrong-Jones, a com¬ 
moner, in Westminster Abbey 


Camelot’s la <1 day 


1962 



■ May 

Israeli secret 
agents seize 
Ricardo 
Clement in 
Argentina, 
spirit him to 
Israel and lat¬ 
er identify 
him as Nazi 
Gestapo bu¬ 
reaucrat Adolf 
Eichmann, who oversaw the Holo¬ 
caust Eichmann will be found 
guilty and hanged May 31, 1962. 
His last words: W I was just follow¬ 
ing orders/ 1 

■ June 1: The National Coun¬ 
cil of Churches condemns the 
^pathological preoccupation with 
sex and violence” in movies and 
television. 

■ Sept. 26; In the firot tele¬ 
vised presidential debate, a Lred, 
underprepared Vice President 
Richard M, Nixon appears wan 
and combative next to the calm, 
telegenic Sen. John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy Three debates later, the 
Nov 8 election is razor-close: 
Kennedy wins with 49,7 percent 
of the popular vote to Nixon'i* 49.6 
percent. 


Newspapers on Nov. 23,1963, 
carry the news of that heartbreak¬ 
ing Friday in Dallas, ‘‘Bullet Strikes 
Presidents Head,”says the head¬ 
line on a bulletin inserted atop 
Page One of the Fort Worth Star- 
Telegram. Reporter Ed Johnson 
writes:“We in the bus did not know 
immediately what had happened. 
We could see spectators lining the 
route Jail to the ground as the shots 
rang out. A woman roughly 
knocked her two children to the 
ground. A man, apparently her hus¬ 
band, lay beside them, pounding his 
fist into the earth.” 

The ensuing hours are filled 
with confusion and panic. The 
shooting occurs at 12:15 p m. (CT) 
on Nov. 22 as the president’s black 
Lincoln convertible swoops down 
Elm Street in front of the Texas 
School Book Depository. The presi¬ 
dent is pronounced dead at 1 p.m. 
at Parkland Memorial Hospital. By 


1:45, Dallas police arrest a 24-year- 
old school book depository employ¬ 
ee named Lee Harvey Oswald in a 
movie theater, where he has fled af¬ 
ter the shooting of a police officer. 

Oswald, a Marine veteran who 
has spent time in the Soviet Union, 
is fatally shot two days later by 
nightclub owner Jack Ruby in the 
basement of the Dallas city jail as 
police are moving Oswald to safer 

quarters. Millions watch on televi¬ 
sion. 

In Dallas, officials receive thou¬ 
sands of calls front around the 
world berating the city and ultra¬ 
conservatives who protested JFK’s 
visit. A Star-Telegram editorial 
urges faitli in the new president, 
Lyndon Johnson, and expresses the 
sentiments of a multitude of Ameri¬ 
cans: It is as if we all stood in a bad 
dream, watching the hand of fate 
write out one of the blackest chap- 
ters in our history/' 



1961 



I Jan. 3; Washington hruiika 
<lipioinrU.it In h with <hibn, wbon? 
two yuan* curlier Fidel Gwtro 
Hinged a revolution that took the 
nation into the (Soviet camp, 

■ Jan. 20: The nowly uumj.pi- 
ruled JJfith president, John K 
Kennedy OLitlim^N fur the nation n 
future fraught with challenge and 
danger. u In the Jung history of the 
world only a few generations have 
been granted l hi* rule of dele ruling 
freedom in its hourofnmximuin 
danger I da not shrink from this 
responsibility — I welcome it,” 
Kennedy Bays* 

M Fob. 22: TIk* National i \nm- 
nl oft hurchen endorses birth 


control to prevent pregnancy. 


a April 12; 

Cosmonaut Yuri 
Alekseyevich 
Gagarin, 27, is 
launched into 
Earth orbit from 
a secret Soviet 
complex in Cen¬ 
tral Asia. 


■ May 4: Two buses loaded 
with members of the Congress of 
Racial Equality head south from 
Washington, D.G At each stop, the 
black bus riders try to use segre¬ 
gated facilities. Their aim is to get 
the Kennedy administration to 
enforce a Supreme Court ruling 
that segregation of bus terminals 
and stations serving interstate 
travelers is unconstitutional. The 
trips become known as Freedom 
Rides. 

■ May 9: The chairman of the 
Federal Communications Com¬ 
mission, New Lon Mi now, issues on 
indictment of TV programming: 
“You will see a vast wasteland: a 
procession of game shows, vio¬ 
lence, audience participation 
shown, formula comedies about to¬ 
tally unbelievable families Ml 
blood and thunder . mayhem, vb 
olenre, sadism, murder private 
eyes, more violence, and cartoons 

>and, endlessly, commercials 





M Juno 3-4: At a mealing in Vi 
enna with President Kennedy Ho< 
viol Premier Niki la Khrushchev 
si:iges (i < luffing display nf bell i 
eon it y , md h wives tin - pi isideiil 

worried a haul Soviet intentions 
Alter 1 he ftieeline Kunucd> nays 
1 hut the earounler wan the 
ioughesl thing in my life 11■ 
just heal hell Old of me 

M Juno 17: NndnlfNun vey a 
jo oniisiiig hI a r ini emnjp ml 1 
Kh ov llullel m pi ie it asylum in 
the West I IP* defection is a coup 
for I he Welt and fur\Nui eyev 
Within a week, lie m one of l hn 
highest paid dancer a in Europe 

Ml Aug. 13: Soldiers string 
bai led wire aCTOAS lho occupied 
mol ropolis of East ll« rlin, sepa¬ 
rating the communal east from 
the capitalist went. Eventually 


The Cuban flag 


13 days jjof fear 

The nuclear genie nearly es¬ 
capes from the bottle during 13 
anxious days in October 1962, as 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union teeter on the brink of war 

81 Oct- 16: President. Kennedy 
is given photographs that prove 
the Soviets have? installed ballistic 
missiles in Cube, only 90 miles 
from US. sol]. 

tel Oct* 22; In a televised ad- 
dross, Kennedy announces that a 
naval blockade of Cuba will take 
effect in two days. 

B Oct. 25: Adlai E, Stevenson, 

I he US. ambassador to tho United 
Nations, displays U-2 surveillance 
photographs to members of the 
UN. Security Council. 

• Oct- 27: I n an exchange of 
mt i ssages between Moscow and 
Washington. Soviet Premier Niki¬ 
ta Khrushchev offers to remove 
t he Cuban missile bases, under 

II N super vision, and demands 
Mud Ho) United Hlnti remove 
mis.’ah s from Turkov 

■ Oct* 28: Khrushchev am eon 
In jthdi aw hiB missiles from 
i aha mid h alt roust curl ion of mis 

sUe bases on the island* Kennedy 

agrees hi h 11 the Mm knde and 
pledges Dial the 1 hilled ,Slides 
will nnt jm ado t 'uha. 


® Feb. 20: John H. Glenn Jr. 
rides his Mercury capsule, Friend¬ 
ship 7, into space to become the 
first American to orbit the Earth. 

■ March 2: Wilt Chamberlain 
of the Philadelphia Warriors be¬ 
comes the first basketball player 
to score 100 points in a game. 

■ March 7: Britain’s Royal 
College of Physicians concludes 
that cigarette smoking is a cause 
of lung cancer 

■ April 16: Walter Cronkite 
makes his debut as anchorman on 
the “CBS Evening News ” 

® An Air France jetlin¬ 
er crashes upon takeoff just out¬ 
side Paris, killing all 130 aboard. 

It is the worst air disaster to date 
involving a single plane. 

■ July 10: Tel star I, an AT&T 
communications satellite, is 
launched from Cape Canaveral, 

Eia. An American flag atop an 
AT&T building in Maine becomes 
the first live TV image transmit¬ 
ted across the Atlantic, 

■ Aug. 17: East German po¬ 
lice shoot Peter Fechter as he tries 
to scale the Berlin Wall. The 18- 
year-old East German becomes 
the fii*st casualty of the barrier, 

HI Sept, 10: Mai Goode be¬ 
comes the first black network TV 
correspondent, working for ABC. 

HI Sept, 29: The longest-run¬ 
ning musical in Broadway history, 
i£ My Fair Lady" closes after 2,717 
performances. 


HI Sept, 30; Federal marshals 
flock to the University of Missis¬ 
sippi in Oxford to ensure that 
James H, Meredith, a black Air 
Force veteran, gets settled into his 
dorm. Meredith earlier had tried 
to enter the school for classes, but 
Mississippi Gov, Ross Barnett 
blocked his entry and led a white- 
supremacy rally Upon the mar¬ 
shals* arrival, a riot ensues. The 
next day, federal troops are sent to 
quell the fighting By the time or¬ 
der is restored, dozens have been 
injured and two civilians are 
dead, 

• Oct, 1: Johnny Carson re¬ 
places Steve Allen as host of 
NBC’s Tonight" show 

■ Oct. .11: Ripe John XXIII 
opens the Second Vatican Council 
with the aim of updating the 
church, 

■ Dec. 14: After a 109-day trip 
that coven*I 180 million miles, 
Mariner 2 relays close up phut us 
ol Venus. 


Into the fire 

ff the \ ’luted Stab s ium d l 
reason to jump into Vietnam 
wilh both free it finds d when 
two U.S. destroyers, petrolling 
in the Gulf of Tonkin off coni 
munist Nort h Vit f nam, are M* 
ta d A tig, 2,1 yf> L by North 

Vietnamese^ tor pedo I*«.<■ i 

United State* - ivs that the? 
vessels were in international 
waters and that tire attack* 
were unprovoked 

On Aug. 7, Congress passes 
the GulfofTbnkin Resolution, 
authorizing President Johnson 
"to take all necessary men 
su res to n*pel a my an n ed a t 
lack aguinst the fi>rcvs of t hi 
United States and to prevent 
further aggrass?on. r The reso¬ 
lution allows the president to 
escalate U.S, involvement 
without a formal declaration of 
war. 

Fbe tough stance against 
communism resonates with 
Americans. In the Nov 3 elec¬ 
tion, Johnson defeats Republi¬ 
can challenger Barry M. Gold- 
water, an Arizona senator, in a 
rarord-breaking landslide: 486 
electoral votes to 52. Usi ng the 
Gulf of Tonkin resolution and 
the election as a mandate, 
Johnson begins methodi¬ 
cally bombing the 
North Vietnamese 
and uni I commit 
hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of troops to 
the undeclared war 
in Indochina. 


1964 


■ Feb. 25: 

Cassius Mar- 
callus Clay is 
an 8-1 under¬ 
dug as he gets 
m the ring 
with heavy¬ 
weight champ 
Charles "Son¬ 
ny" Liston. 

Clay But Clu - V 

stays true to 

his strategy —='"float like a butter¬ 
fly sling like a bee* —and ham¬ 
mers Liston in a bout in Miami 
Beach. Two days later, Olay an¬ 
nounces he is a member of the 
Black Muslims and that his name 
is Cassius X, later lo become 
Muliammad Ali 



1963 


tile barbed wire m roplm etl by 
conn el r u alln, elirl riflotI fetlOOII 
and Nonl rv im\ m'a and in railed 
t he llarliu VVall 

IH^upt. [j;Lii :adenl Kennedy 

maki h mi j.t v n federal crime 

punishable by dealh or impriaon 
reent five l. j.lrdal ion prompted 
i , r a new breed nf pirate, a h(flick* 
el who roiiiinaiuleeia a flight and 
older s it lo Riicli filar* h .i-. t 'idm 

■ Oci 1: Roger Mai i; litis hm 
ft tot home ran against th6 Boston 


H April iO: Hie nuclear >v\ 
ered mibmarine l >SS I'luvsher 
sinks in 8.JO0, feel of w aler dm me 
mv! t red-i Otft iipt 1 (\kI, killing all 
I'.lft men aboont I’he accident ia 
the worst involving o Hvihttmrine 
in 1 1 S naval history 

A Juno 3: h)p| John XXII I diea 
at age H1 anti la autveedixl by t 'ar 
tbnal Uiovanni Batinta Moulmi, 
<iti, v\ lie beet nines fVipe I ‘out \ l 

■ Juno 12: While Huprumaeiat 
Byron de la Beckwith guns down 
civil righta activigt Medgar Everw ( 
37, in the driveway of bis home. 

■ Juno 17: Tim l IS, Supreme 
Court ruleg that reading tJio 
Uird s Prayer or the Bible in pub¬ 
lic kcIiooIn m unouiiHtitutimuil, 


■ March 13: A man attacks 
Catherine*Kitty*(icnmese as she 
walks to her apartment in 
Queens N,Y. Thirty-eight neigh¬ 
ties hear her calls for help, and 
some watch from (heir windows, 
but nobody wants togi't involved. 
The police Aren't culled until after 

she ia dead. 

■ Match X4: Jack Knlu is sen 
teneed to death for killing Lv 

I larvey Ctewald, allegiHl osaasam 

of President Kennedy 

* 

* July 2: President Lyndon 
Baines Johnson signs the ('ivil 
Rights Art ol 19ft-i into law lohu- 
a I sii ilwhfvs “w ar on po\ ei ty, 
v ins approval Iof a las cut hill, 
oversees a settlement in a nnl- 
road strike and achieves m agnee 
nienl with the Jkwiels on an King 

muieaivanitt production. Hia full- 

sjhhhI ahead eppi each helps 
nurse the mi ion back to non null 
ty after Kennedy s assiussination, 

■ Oct. 14: ('ivil-rights leadtU’ 
Martin Luther King Jr i award¬ 
ed the Not ltd IVace i'ri/e 

■ Nov. 4: Pol ire in Uambridge, 
Mass ,arrest AIIhuJ Henry DeSnl- 
VO, later to he rolled "the Boston 
Strangler” In 1067, DeSalvo will 
he sentenced to life imprisonment 

for ar runt robber \ a ault and ^ \ 

mr w 

(jfii'iisi-.s H»r litck ofevidciK-t* l»<* i 
not triiil fnr tin.' mui-dcix. 


The Past Century 


Now its available online. 



M Aug. 28; Dr. Martin Lutht'i 
King Jr. outlines his dream of a 
niultirat ial society while standing 

before the Lincoln Memorial, 

where nearly 300,000 people 

gathered for the March on Wash¬ 
ington, 

■I Aug. 30: An emergency M hot 

line between Washington and 

Moscow goes into service. The 
link s purpose is to reduce the risk 
of accidental war. 

■ Sept. 15: Four black school- 
S ir ^ s — Carole Robertson, Addie 
Mae Collins, Cynthia Wesley and 
Denise McNair — are killed 
v\ hen a bomb explodes during ser¬ 
vices at the 16th Street Baptist 
Church in Birmingham, Ala. 

B Nov. 1: The government of 
President Ngo Dinh Diem of 
South Vietnam is overthrown by 
the military of the Southeast 
Asian nation. Diem is killed. 
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■ Jun 20: Lyvuioii H (uv vi 

Jsvtit li'HMV v Ho \ h *% IMU 1 11 lO UJlt u^u 'a 
$6tH |v|v*<-iJoul \ M v vlhlMlHHIIHHi- 
n.il mi \ of John F KomitMv, u mini 

B t<*h. Jl: Him Ik National tut 

fouiulor Mftlrolfii \, !l}l, \^ ix^-m^hi* 

ivato*l h\ rival 
Hlnok Mu*tim* 
vv Hilo atUTVH 1 ** 
mg a gnlhontxg 
in Now York. 
IN\'o (Ih\ h nOi'r 
hi* ilonth, 
Black MuhUkti 
t x c a tlquu rt o r» 
m San Francis¬ 
co *vnd Now 
York arc 
burned. 



Malcolm X 


■ March 7: Black marchers be¬ 
gin a ^walkfbr freedom, 11 a 50-mile 
journey by foot along L S 80 from 
Selma, a am all town in Alabama* 
to Montgomery,They un> attacked 
along the way by about 200 Alaba¬ 
ma state troopers using tear gus, 
whips and nightsticks. 

G April IX: A rash of tornadoes 
rages though the Midwest* 
killing 271 and causing damage 
estimated at $235 million, 

■ April 15: About 15,000 young 
people picket outside the White 
House, demanding withdrawal of 
US. troops from Vietnam. 

■ June 3: Astronauts James 
McDivilt and Edward White are 
blasted into orbit for a four-day 
flight that features the first apace- 
walk by an American. 

■ July 30: President Johnson 
signs legislation that expands the 
Medicare-Social Security program 
to provide hospital care, home 

opting services and output! ent 

gnostic liervices to Americans 
06 and older 


B Aug* 11: A white police offi¬ 
cer in the Watts section of I job An¬ 
geles stops a black man suspected 
of driving w hile intoxicated The 
incident escalates into five days of 
violence, which leaves at least 34 
people dead, hundreds injured, 
more than 200 businesses de¬ 
stroyed and property damage esti¬ 
mated at up to $200 million. 

■ Sept. 9: Sandy Koufax of the 
Los Angeles Dodgers pitches a 
perfect game against the Chicago 
Cubs, only the eighth perfect 
game in baseball history. 

■ Sept 15: Bill Cftsby becomes 
the first African-American to star 
in a weekly TV drama when “I 
Spy" makes its debut on NBC. 

■ Oct 4: Fbpe ftml VI visits 
New York on a historic* 14-hour 
peace mission. He celebrates 
Mass at Yankee Stadium, visits 
the New York World’s Fair and atl- 
d nesses the LLN. General Assem¬ 
bly, ded sang:“No more war, war 
never again!" 

■ Oct. 17: The New York 
World’s Fair doses. In its two-year 
run, the fair had the Largest total 
attendance of any international 
exposition, 51*607,037. 

■ Nov* 9: During the height of 
the evening rush hour, the lights 
that illuminate New York City 
flicker — and then go black. The 
blackout affects an 80,000-square- 
mile area comprising New York* 

of New England, parts of 

v Jersey, Pennsylvania and the 
Canadian provinces of Ontario 
and Quel ec It lasts as long as 13 
hours in some areas. Ti \e blackout 
will be credited with an increase 
in births in the Northeast nine 
months Later 


1966 


B Jan* 17: A LIS. B-52 bomber 
collides with a KC-135 refueling 
plane over Almeria, Spain. Eight 
crew' members die, and an H- 
bomb dislodges and falls into the 
Mixliterranean Sea, panicking 
Spaniards who fear a radiation 
leak- Finally, on April 7, the Navy 
locates the H-bomb. Except for a 
few nicks, the 21-foot* 13-ton 
bomb is intact. 

B Jan. 19: Indira Gandhi, 
daughter of Jaivahiirlal Nehru, 
i ndia’s first prime minister after 
independence, is elected prime 
minister after the death of LaJ Ba¬ 
hadur Shastri. 

B Feb. 3: r Phe Soviet Luna 9 
spacecraft Lands on the moon*The 
first soft landing — as opposed to 
a crash landing — paves the way 
for manned moon bindings. 


B April IXi Jack Nicklaus in¬ 
comes the fi rst golfer to win com 
secolive Masters tournaments. 

B April IB: Bill Russell be- 
comes the Brat black coach in pro¬ 
fessional sports, taking over the 
Boston Celtics He will also con¬ 
tinue to play for the team. 





I 



MILLENNIUM 


NOTEBOOK 


A man 
on the 
moon 


Throughout the world on a won¬ 
drous July Sunday, people gather 
around radio# and IV screens* wait¬ 
ing — with a sense of owe — for 
what is arguably the mast signifi¬ 
cant event of the 20th century 1 he 
human Sf «cies is setting foot on a 
world beyond its own. 

At 4:17:12 p.mAET), July 20* 
1969, the four spindly legs of the lu¬ 
nar module* named Eagle, touch 
dowTi on the pow dery' surface of Lhe 
moon. The words sound tinny and 
muffled after a journey across the 
vastness of space* but they are elec¬ 
trifying. “Houston, Tranquility Base 
here," says Apollo 11 command ■ 
Neil Armstrong. “The Eagle ha* 
landed," 

At ballgamea and picnics, on 
street comers and living rooms, 
wherever there might be a tran^is- 



Buzr" Aidrin Jr. stands beside the U.S. flag* planted next to the lunar module 


tor radio or a TV, people whoop and 
cheer — or weep — filled with pride 
and wonder. At 10:56:20 LET), Arm¬ 
strong put* the firnt human foot¬ 
print on the moan. "Thai's one small 
step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind," he says, inadvertently 
dropping the “a" before “man." 

An estimated 528 million people, 
the 1 largest TV audience ever, watch 
os ft ghastly white figure makes the 
first steps in a barren* alien Innd- 
senpev He is followed down Lhe lunar 
modules ladder by Air ForceCoL 
Edwin E, “Buzz" Aidrin Jr They 
plant an American flag, collect rock 
samples* snap photographs and 


gambol about in the moon's light 
gravity, one-sixth that of Earth's. 

After 21 l i ( hours on the Sea of 
Tranquility, the lunar module's top 
section blasts off the surface and re¬ 
joins the command ship, which is 
circling in lunar orbit with Air Force 
LL CoL Michael Collins aboard. 

The journey back to Earth is al¬ 
most unticlimactic. But the astro- 
nauts 1 stature and achievement 
transcend national boundaries. A 
plaque placed at Tranquility Base 
suys^Here men from planet Earth 
first set foot upon the moon, July* 
1969 A_D. We came in peace for all 
mankind* 


B June 13: In the case of Mi¬ 
randa vs, Arizona* the Supreme 
Court rules 5^1 that U.S. police of¬ 
ficers must warn anyone taken 
into custody that he or she has the 
nght to counsel* to remain silent* 
and to court-appointed lawyers 
for those too poor to pay. 

B July 14: Eight student nurs¬ 
es are stabbed inside a house used 
as a dormitory for South Chicago 
Community Hospital. One stu¬ 
dent, Corazon Amu rao* survives 
because she crouched under a 
bed. Murder warrants are issued 
against Richard Speck, a mer¬ 
chant seaman wi th an arm tattoo 
that says:‘Bern to raise hell * 

Less than 36 hours later* a drifter 
is taken to a hospital, w here a 
doctor recognizes the patient s 
face and tattoo. He tells a nurse to 
call Lhe police and asks the man: 

* What's your name?* The man 
replies “Richard. Richard Speck.* 

B July 19: Entertainer Frank 
Sinatra, 50, marries actress Mia 
Farrow, 21* in a five-minute cere¬ 
mony in Ijas Vegas 


T 


Assassinations stafa nation 


King and Kennedy 



The Rev. Mar¬ 
tin Luther King 

Jr* t a prophet of 
nonviolence mid 
racial brother¬ 
hood, is gunned 
down April 4, 

1968* in Mem¬ 
phis on the sec¬ 
ond-floor balcony 
of the Lorraine 
Motel. 

The 39-year- 
old civil rights 

leader was in Memphis to organize 
support for 1,300 sanitation work¬ 
ers who had been striking since 

Feb. L2. 

The assassination triggers riot¬ 
ing in more than 100 communities* 
resulting in 46 deaths. Tennessee 
Gov Buford Ellington mobilizes 
4,000 National Guard troops to 
keep the peace, and a curfew is im¬ 
posed in Memphis. Frank Hollo¬ 
man, Memphis police director, says 
the assassin may have been a white 
man who was ‘50 to 100 yards away 
in a flophouse," Police find a suit¬ 
case containing a rifle and scope in 
front of the building. 

On April 17, a white man idenLi- 



hLTlOMl **C*Hrf 


Tied as “Eric 
Starve Galtf an 
alias of Illinois 
bom James Earl 
Ray, is charged 
in Lhe slaying 
Ray remains at 
large until June 
8, when he is ar¬ 
rested in London 
as he is about to 
fly to Belgium, 
Less than two 

months after the King slaying, the 
nation i& rocked by another assassi¬ 
nation* Sen. Robert E Kennedy is 
shot in the head in Los Angeles ear¬ 
ly June 5 after winning the Califor¬ 
nia primary in his quest for the De¬ 
mocratic presidential nomination- 
Kenned/s brother-in-law and o TV 
newsman also are wounded. 

As Kennedy fights for his life, 
the assailant is identified a.^ Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan, 24, a Jerusalem- 
born Jordanian who had lived since 
boyhood in Pasadena, Calif 

Kennedy dies early June 6* sur¬ 
rounded by his wife* Ethel, tr ree of 
his 10 children, two sisters, friends 
and Jacqueline Kennedy; widow of 
President John F. Kennedy. 


Sinatra and Farrow 

B Aug, 1: Charles Whitman* a 
student at the Austin campus of 
the University of Texas, wreaks 
terror from a tower on the cam¬ 
pus* shooting students* teachers 
and visitors, some as far as two 
blocks away. 1 he rampage ends 
when Whitman is killed by police. 
Earlier that day* he had killed his 
wife and mother. The toll of the 
carnage: 16 dead, including Whit¬ 
man, and 31 wounded. 

B Aug. 17: Willie Mays of the 
San Francisco Giants belts his 
635th career home run, passing 
Jimmy Foxx for the most home 
runs by a right-handed hitter. 

B Sept. 13: Balthazar Jo¬ 
hannes Vorstqr becomes prime 
minister of South Africa one week 
after his predecessor, Henrik Ver- 
woerd, was stabbed to death by a 
white messenger 


1967 


■ Jan. 15: The Green Bay 
Packers rout the Kansas City 
Chiefs in the first Super Bowl 

B Jan. 27: Astronauts Virgil I. 
“Gus" Grissom, Rogpr R Chaffee 
and Edward H. White die in u fire 
while conducting routine tente 
aboard Apollo 1 as the spacecraft 
ails at Cape Kennedy, Fla, 


B May 1: Elvis Presley and 
Priscilla Beaulieu are married in 
Las Vegas. 

B May 28: Francis Chichester* 
65, sails into Plymouth, England* 
aboard his 53-foot ketch Gypsy 
Moth IV after a 28,500- mile trip* 
It is the first round-the-world solo 
voyage with only one slop — Syd¬ 
ney; Australia. 

B June 20: Muhammad All is 
sentenced to five years in prison 
for refusing induction into the 
Army. He was stripped of his box¬ 
ing championship in April. 

B Aug. 30: The Senate ap¬ 
proves President Johnson s ap¬ 
pointment . ofThurgood Marshall 
to the Supreme Court He is the 
first black high court justice. 

B Nov. 9: 

With $7,000 

borrowed from 
an uncle, Jann 
Wenner, 21, 
launches 
Rolling Stone. 
The debut cov¬ 
er has a por¬ 
trait of John 
Lennon wear¬ 
ing e World 
War Il-vintagf British helmet. 


b 


Wenner 


4 


B June 5: Full-scale war 
breaks out after months of spo¬ 
radic conflict between Israel and 
its Arab neighbors. In six days of 
warfare, Israel breaks the back of 
A i ah air power and captures the 
West Bank of the Jordan River, 
the Golan Heights* the Gaza 
Strip, the Sinai Peninsula and the 
Old City of Jerusalem. The Six- 
Day War ends with a cease-fire 
June 10 and establishes Israel as 
a power to be reckoned with. 


1968 


B Dec. 3: South African heart 
surgeon Christiaan Barnard and 
a team of 30 u.saislants take the 
heart from brain-dead acad&nt 
victim Denise Ann Durvall and 
“transplant" it into the chest of 
Louis Washansky.The operation 
is the world's first successful hu¬ 
man heart transplant 


B Jan. 23: The spy ship USS 
Pueblo is confronted by North Ko¬ 
rean patrol boats. The Pueblo be¬ 
comes the first US. ship to strike 
its colors in enemy presence since 
the Civil War One crew member 
dies during the ship’s capture; the 
other men are released Dec. 23, 

B March 16: At a South Viet¬ 
namese hamlet calltxl My I^ai, a 
massacre is carried out by mem¬ 
bers of Charlie Company 11th 
Brigade, Arnencal Division,The 
soldiers are accused of killing at 
least 109 and possibly 567 civil¬ 
ians— including babies. 


B March 29: 

Warner Bros.- 
Seven Arts an¬ 
nounces that 
Gordon Parks 
will direct “The 
Learning Tree," 
making him the 
first African* 
American indi¬ 
rect a film for a major 



B March 31; Pn*dderit John 
son films Ami'rtf ;m* hy announc¬ 
ing on TV J nlij Jl notand ]l 
will not a crept, the nomination of 
my party for .mother term as your 
presidenl ” 

B April 23: Students seize con¬ 
trol oflniildingH atCohimhoi Uni¬ 
versity in New York, holding three 
school officials hostage. They ac¬ 
cuse the university of racism. 

B May 8: Jim “Catfish" 

Hunter, ace pitcher for the Oak¬ 
land Athletics* hurls the American 
Leagues first regular-season per- 
fect game since 1922. 

B Aug. 27: The Democratic 
convention in Chicago proves to 
be the most violent in U S history. 
About 3*000 anti-war demonstra¬ 
tors clash with police and Illinois 
National Guardsmen outside the 
hotel where many delegates are 
staying. A five-block stretch be¬ 
comes a battle zone* and police 
use clubs and tear g:n against the 
protesters*They, in turn, hurl 
rocks and bottles,overturn trash 
cans and break car windows. 

B Sept. 17: “Julia," starring 
Diahann Carroll, becomes the 
fi rst sitcom to feature a Mack 
woman as its lead character 


■ Oct. 13: 

The release of 
Apple Records 
*Two Virgins,* 
featuring John 
Lennon and 
wife Yoke Ono 
nude on the 
cover, causes 
a furor. 


i 


vb 
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B Oct. 20: Jacqueline 
Kennedy marries Greek shipping 
magnate An stotle Onassia 

G Nov. 5: Richard M. Nixon is 
elected the 37th U.S. president. 
Also* Shirley Chisholm* a New 
York Democrat, becomes the first 
black woman to serve in Con¬ 
gress. 


1969 


B Jan. 20: Nixon and SpiroT. 
Agnew are inaugurated as presi¬ 
dent and vice president amid anti¬ 
war demonstrations in Washing¬ 
ton. 

B Feb. 8: The Saturday 
Evening Rost, which began in 
1821* publishes its last issue. 

fl March 10: James Earl Ray 
pleads gu, Ity to the murder of Dr. 
Miirtin Luther King Jr. and is 
sentenced to 99 years in the Ten¬ 
nessee State Prison. 

B April 27: Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan is convicted by a Los Ange¬ 
les County jury of the 1968 mur¬ 
der of Sen. Robert Kennedy; eight 
days later, he is sentenced to 
death in the gas chamber. 

B July 19: A car driven by Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy plunges off a 
bridge as he and aide Mary Jo 
Kopechne, 28, are leaving a cook- 
out at Chappaquiddick Island off 
Martha's Vineyard, Mass. 

Kennedy pleads 
guilty to a 

i ng the scene 
of an acci¬ 
dent and is 


studio. 



given a two- 
month sus¬ 
pended sen¬ 
tence and 
placed on pn>- 
bation for a year. 
On J uly 30* 

Kennedy, once poised for a presi¬ 
dential campaign, announces that 
he will remain in the Senate 

B Aug. 9: Mice go to a man 
sion in Benedict Canyon, CaM, 
and find the bodies of five people, 
including actress Sharon TVite* the 
pregnant wife of director Roman 
Polanski, stabbed and shot.The 
next day* suburban couple I eno 
and Rosemary LaBianca are bru¬ 
tally slain. Tbward year s end, p<> 
lice link the slayings to ('harles 
Manson, 35, and his band of fol- 
lowent, mostly women.On f lec. H, 
a Los Angeles grand jury indicia 
Manson and five of his followers 
on murder charges* 

B Oct 15: The first of tw o 
Vietnam Moratorium Days is 
marked by millions with prayers* 
candlelight vigils and black arm- 
bands, Tile day, on Nov. 1 t, fea¬ 
tures an anti-war march in Wash¬ 
ington, with n crowd estimated at 
250,000. 
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I SI t Wir^t/jn 
Spencer 
Churchill. 

Bfrtnir/a m 
domltatWorld 
War 11 loader fifid 
perha^ \t#s 
greatest EngJtsO 
man of Iho 20th 
w century, dies Jan. 
24,1965, in London 
after a stroke at age 90. Leaders 
from 110 nations attend the funer 
at at St. Paul's Cathedral. 

B Of. Albert Schweitzer* Ger 

man-bom musician, physician and 
humanitarian, dies Sept. 4,1965, 
at age 90 in Lambarene* Gabon, 
Known for his walrus mustache, 
pith helmet and black bow be, 
Sdiwctlzer opened the hospital in 
Lambarene in W&st Africa in 1913 
and lived there until his death. He 
was awarded the 1952 Nobel 
Peace Prize, 



SPORTS 


Miracles in the Big Apple 

Two New York teams, the Jets of 
the American Football League and 
the Mets of baseball’s National 
League, chart Cinderella seasons 
in this year of the underdog. Rising 
to national fame are a flamboyant 
quarterback named Joe Namath 
and a soft-spoken pitcher from 
Alvin, Texas, named Nolan Ryan. 

Namath. a college standout at 
the University of Alabama, has a 
reputation for cockiness, which Is 
enhanced when he predicts victory 
for the Jets over the mighty Balti¬ 
more Colts in Super Bowl III. But 
Namath backs up his boast, com 
pleting 17 of 28 passes as the Jets 
defeat the Colts, 16-7, on Jan. 15 
and become the first AFL team to 
wm a championship. 





Ryan throws 

The pitching of fastball special 
1st Ryan helped the * Miracle Mets" 
get to the World Series against the 
heavy-hitting Baltimore Orioles. The 
Mets lose the Senes opener bu* 
sweep the next four games. Ryan 
joins forces with prtcher Gary Gen¬ 
try for a shutout in the third game. 
The Mets’ championship* their first, 
is a highlight of baseball's 100th 
anniversary year. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


The Woodstock spirit 

In a field near Bethel, N.Y., a 
new "nation " is conceived dunng 
the long weekend of Aug. 15-18. It 
is dedicated to the proposition that 
all 1 young people are entitled to free 
music, free food and — for those 
who want them — drugs. 

The Woodstock Music and Art 
Flair — or simply Woodstock — Is a 
disastrously underplanned concert 
event that becomes a touchstone 
for the burgeoning counterculture 
as well as the largest event of ns 
kind. 

Woodstock becomes a free 
"happening" when organizers and 
New York state police underesti¬ 
mate the turnout; 200,000 to 
300.000 show up. trampling 
fences and overwhelming attempts 
to control access to the site. Traffic 
is so bad that helicopters are 
pressed into service to deliver 
food, water, medicine and even the 
performers. There Is both a conven¬ 
tional first-aid tent and a FreakOut 
Tent for drug overdoses. The fact 
that only three deaths are reported 
Is considered remarkable Even a 
rainstorm does not dampen the 
spirit. 


PRODUCTS 


Now In 1969: 

■ Boeing 747 Jumbo jet; first 
commercial flight Dec. 2 from Seat¬ 
tle to New York. 

■ Penthouse magazine 

■ Automatic teller machines, at 
Chemical Bank New York 
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